I NT. SAN DI EGO, CA - PERCY' S BEDROOM - EARLY MORN NG

Atiny flanme flickers fromthe nearly spent CANDLE as it sits
on a CLOCK RADI O The radio, an enpty bottle of wine and two
wi ne glasses clutter a snmall nightstand next to the bed.

C othes are strewn everywhere. W LD PARTY NI GHT

Fl omi ng wax crawl s down the front of the CLOCK RADIO. It

flips to 6:25 AM The flame burns out. Darkness. Barely

XISIb!g Is the back of a WOMAN. She's passed out |aying on
er side.

I nches away a man gasps...nutters incoherently, his head
j erking back and forth.

CLOSE ON PERCY PONERS

He's thirty-two, charmng (when he wants to be), and good

| ooking (especially if you' ve had a couple drinks). At this
nmonent, his hair Lpnps out in all directions. Sone pressed
in sweat against his forehead. H's face grinmaces in tornent.

Suddenly, a burst of light floods the bedroom and PAUL
M CHAELS rushes through the door. H's big beer belly is
covered in the usual attire, a Hawaiian shirt. Round

gl asses, the way he speaks...the dude's snart.

PAUL _
Percy! Percy, rise and shine. Cone on,
you're |ate.

Startl ed and confused, Percy bolts upright in his bed.

PAUL
Wiat's wong with you? Now conme on
| et's get going.
I n one quick novenent, Paul drags Percy from his bed.

As he's herded out of the bedroom Percy |ooks back to see
t he woman still sound asl eep.

I N THE FRONT YARD

Paul shoves Percy out the front door, |ike a puppy that just
peed on the carpet. Dazed, Percy straightens up wondering
why a MAN and WOVAN are staring at him

In horror, he realizes...he's NAKED

~ PERCY
Jesus Christ, | don't have any clothes
on.

He turns and grabs the door handle...LOCKED

PERCY
Shit! Qpen the damm door, Paul .



PAUL _ _
Conme on, | have something in the Bronco
you can put on. Don't worry about it,
It's the big day.

Paul throws himin the passenger's seat of the Bronco then
%unpssbehlnd the wheel. He tosses Percy a pair of BOXER

PAUL

(1 aughi ng)
Her e, Put these on for now You'l
probably need to change t hem soon anyway.

Tires squeal. They head down the street.

~ PERCY _
What's going on? Were are we goi ng?

PAUL
Don't play dunmb with nme, dude. You | ost
the bet; no tine to regret.

The BRONCO i s now haul ing ass down a hi ghway.

PERCY
Wit a mnute | didn't lose. The bet's
not over yet. | can still win. There's
still a week left. | can still w n.

Just ask Becka.

Wt hout warning, a head pops up fromthe back seat. It's
BECKA. Twenty-one. Sassy. Ent husi asm of a ten-year-old in
D sneyland for the first tine.

BECKA
No way, you lose. Sorry, but | brought
you an extra pair of these. |I'msure

you' re gonna need t hem

She hol ds up anot her pair of BOXER SHORTS. She and Pau

burst out laughing |like a couple |ate night drunks.
PAUL
Hey, we're here, buddy boy. Let's go pay
t he pi per.

EXT. BUNGEE TOAER - DAY

Percy gets out of the Bronco to find a CROAND of people
gat hered around a bungee PLATFORM

PAUL
Tinme to rock and roll

Paul drags himto an el evator cage and pushes hi mi nsi de.

Percy whirls around as the cage door SLAVBS SHUT. An OLD MAN
turns and smles. He is small with a skinny, unshaven face



and decaying teeth. Surely he's escaped fromthe bowel s of
sonmewher e nasty.

QLD MAN
Goi ng up.

The old man begins to [augh. Becka and Paul joinin. A
feebl e hand pulls back on a lever, kicking the elevator into
not i on. W hear a | oud mechani cal SOUND

Petrified, Percy retreats, his finger's tightly clenching the
nmesh of the cage.

OLD VAN
O course this is a one way trip for you,
isn't it?
Percy gasps for air. W hear the SOUND of the el evator
ﬁ!anglng to a stop. The door sw ngs open, and Paul shoves
i mout.

ON THE BUNGEE PLATFORM

PERCY . .
|'mnot ready for this yet. Dam it,
will you listen to me? | can't do this.

PAUL

Sure you can, it's easy. Besides, you
have to JUHE, you tol d everyone you could
do it. Look, they're all waiting for
you.

POV of Paul as he points down past the edge of the platform
The crowd bel ow | ook Iike ants.

PERCY
Listen tone. | can't do this. Do you
understand nme? This is not sonething I
have power over.

PAUL
Sure you can, buddy boK. Look, it's
easy. They just tie the bungee around
your ankles, and you | eap. e, they
al ready have 'emon us.

Percy sees a bungee cabl e securely tied around Paul's ankl es.

Around his ankl es. .. NOTH NG

) PERCY _
Hey wait! | don't have anything around ny
feet!
PAUL

It's OK, you don't need anything. Let's
go, buddy boy.

Paul grabs Percy and junps fromthe tower.



THEY HURL TOMRDS THE GROUND.

PERCY
Aaaaaaaaahhhhhhhh!

| NT. PERCY' S BEDROOM - EARLY MORNI NG ( REALI TY)

The echo of his SCREAM fades away, as Percy sits up in the
dar kness of early norning.

H s chest is HEAVI NG
He | ooks at the clock radio fromwhich he hears Paul's VA CE

PAUL (V.Q)
It's now 6: 30 on what | ooks to be anot her
Tequila Sunrise. You are listening to
t he PercY and Paul Shomgran1ninus Per cy,
who should be draggin' his sorry ass in
any minute now. Let's go to the newsroom
for a norning update.

Percy turns off the radio.

PERCY
Fuck!

He sits for a nonment to collect hinself. NONA a pretty
worman in her late twenties is passed out next to him He
nudges her.

PERCY
Hey Nina, wake up. It's tine to get up
|'ve gotta go.

NONA _ o
It's Nona you asshole. Wiat tine is it
anyway ?

Rai si ng her head, she |ooks at the clock on the night stand.
She notices the nelted candl e running down the cl ock.

NONA o
FEK’ we nelted the frickin alarmclock.
| know |'mgreat in bed, but that's a

first.

PERCY
Conme on, get your ass up. | gotta go.
I''m | ate.

NONA
Go. Just let nme sleep. [I'Il lock the
door behind ne.

PERCY

No, now get up.



NONA
Do you hate all wonen or just the ones
who won't give you a blow job in the
parking ot of Piggly Wggly? Wat, you

afraid I'lIl be here when you get back?
PERCY
Look, I"'mlate and...l'm having the place

fumgated this norning. On the other
hand, nmaybe you shoul d just stay, then |
won't have to put up with your crap
anynore.

She puts her arns around Percy's neck kissing him He pulls
away. Enotional attachnent...not his bag.

NONA
You're a lot nore fun when you're drunk
Look, if and when they cone to fum gate,
"1l |eave. Ckay?

. PERCY
Fine, but don't get too confortable. The
guy's gonna be here early.

NONA
What ever.

Nona crashes back into her pillow Percy |ooks at her with
i ndifference. He heads to the bat hroom

I N THE BATHROOM

He turns on the water at the sink. Looking up, he notices
his reflection in the mrror.

Dark deep circles. Puffy bl oodshot eyes. Pathetic.

EXT. PERCY' S HOUSE - EARLY MORNI NG

Hustling out the front door, Percy steps off his porch just

as a newspaper flies past him Startled, he |ooks for the

guLprlt. He eyes the villain. A PAPER BOY riding by on his
i ke.

PERCY
Hey!

The boy screeches his bike to a stop.

~ PAPER BOY
Good norni ng, M. Powers.

Percy picks up the paper lying at his feet.

PERCY
If you can't aimany better than that.



He fires the rolled up paper back at the boy.

PERCY
Then don't bother.

The boy ducks as the paper nearly clips himin the head.

PAPER BOY
CGeez! |I'msorry!

PERCY

(rmuttering)
God damm, Ki ds.

PercY rounds the corner and wal ks through his backyard to a

smal [ guest house behind his swinmng pool. He peers into a
bedr oom wi ndow and taps on the gl ass.
PERCY
Tiger! Tiger! Tiger, wake up. It's
Percy.

He knocks a little | ouder on the w ndow.

- PERCY
Wake up Tiger, it's ne, Percy.

The blinds fly up, and we see the face of TIGER a young nman
with DO S SYNDROVE. H s sleepy face instantly transforns
with the realization it's Percy.

A huge smle crosses his face.

TI GER _ .
Hold on a sec, Percy. |I'mcomng to kill
you.

He qui ckly unl ocks the wi ndow and slides it open.

PERCY
Ckay, Tiger do that |ater, but can you do
me a favor first?

Tl GER
Sure. Wat's the matter?

PERCY
| need you to be bug nman agai n.

TI GER
Bug Man! Ch no, not bug nan.

PERCY
| really need your help.

TI GER
| don't know WIIl... | nmean is her..



PERCY
Wat? | need to go to work.
_ TI GER o
WI |l her caboose be covered this tine?
PERCY _
Her what? Ch,... yes her caboose will be

covered. You got your key, right?
Ti ger shows himthe key on a string which is around his neck.
| NT. PERCY' S LI VI NG ROOM - LATER

The front door oBens and Tiger enters. He has a spray can
strapped on his back and it bangs agai nst the door as he

wal ks i n.
TIGER
OK, the bug guy is here. | sure hope
that no one I's hone so they won't %et no
bug spray on them |'mspraying the

l'iving roomnow and. .. and I'n1agout to go
to the kitchen to spray.

Tiger wanders to the kitchen spraying al ong the baseboard of
the walls imtating an exterm nator.

TI GER _
Here | go, spraying the bugs in the
kitchen now. [I'll be going to the

bedroom pretty soon so | hope no one is
in there asleep or sonething.

He stops, taking a glass fromthe cupboard, and sprays it
full fromhis "bug spray” can. He DRINKS the |ight red
substance. He then sprays along the counter top.

TI GER
H ho. H ho. It's off to the bedroom
to kill bugs I go. Sure hope there's no
bugs sl eeping in Percy's bed.

He cautiously heads down the hall to Percy's bedroom
| NT. PERCY' S BEDROOM - SAME Tl ME

Still sound asleep, Nona rolls over pulling off the sheet
covering her ass.

Ti ger knocks and enters the room sprayi ng al ong the
baseboard.

TI GER _ _
Ckay all you bugs, tinme to hit the road
cause the bug nman's here.



NONA _
What ?  AAAhhhh!  Shit, you scared ne.
Who are you?

TI GER

" mthe bug guy, and you're not supposed
to be here.

Then it happens. Tiger's eyes |lock right on her...ass.

TI GER
Oh, jeez-maneez, your caboose! Ch, boy.

| nstinctively, he covers his eyes with both hands. The spray
fromthe nozzle spews into the air.

NONA
Hey, watch it. Aaahhhhh.

Tiger is either scared or excited, he's not sure which. He
starts to run in place, liquid bug stuff rains down fromhis
nozzl e.
TI GER
Aaahhhhh. GCh, boy.
NONA

Wait! Settle down. Stop spraying ne
with that stuff!

Nona covers herself with the sheet.

TI GER
Ch, jeez. You better go, lady. This
stuff is poison, you know. No one's
supposed to be here when | do this.

_ NONA
This doesn't | ook very dangerous. It
snells |ike Kool -Aid.

Nona dabs her finger in the Kool-Aid on her armthen puts it
to her tongue.

NONA _
It even tastes |i ke Kool -Ai d.

TI GER
Ch, jeez. O course it tastes |Iike Kool -
Ald. That's the way we nmake it. You
don't think bugs are gonna eat poison

that tastes bad do you?
NONA _

| don't know, | never thought about it.
TI GER

Look | ady, you better get in the shower
and get that(goison of f your caboose! |
(MORE)



TIGER (cont'd)
heard of a | ady who got some on part of
her caboose. After that, every tine she
sat down, she tipped over.

NONA
You' re ki ddi ng?

She bolts fromthe bed and runs for the bathroom w apped in
t he bed sheet.

TI GER _
Jeez-maneez! Percy, I'mgonna kill you.

EXT. RADI O STATI ON - LATER THAT SAME MORNI NG

Percy bolts around the corner of the building only to find a
}ong Ihne of SMALL CHI LDREN hol di ng hands and filing in the
ront door.

He checks his watch. Late. Really late.

The line of kids inches along noving inside. The last LITTLE
GRL in line stops and gl ances down at her untied shoe. She
| ooks up with incredibly cute eyes.

~LITTLE G RL
Can you tie ny shoe, please?

Percy glares at her.

PERCY
What am |, your nonf

He forces his way past the line of children
| NT. RADI O STATI ON STUDI O - M NUTES LATER

The flashing sign on the wall says ON THE AIR  Paul M chael s
sits alone at the mc wth headphones on.

PAUL
Now | i steners, if anyone's near the
Thrifto Gas station just west of the
Encinitas off ranp, our friend Janes
could use a little assistance.

Percy cones rushing in nouthing "I'msorry." Paul picks up
an orange sitting on the desk and throws It at Percy.

Percy ducks then sits down and puts on his headset.
PAUL .
Janes, enlighten our |isteners about your
predi canment .

W hear the VA CE of JAMES fromthe phone I|ines.



JAVES (CISH) _
| was on ny way honme fromcollege in San
Franci sco when | stopped to put sone gas
innmy car. | gave 'emny credit card,
but 1t's expired. | don't have any cash
and these guys won't |let me go w thout

payi ng for ny gas.

PERCY
Wiat did you expect, a free stick of
jerky and a big "thanks for not paying"?

JAMES (O S.)
Yeah, | know. [It's just that ny fol ks
called late last night and told me ny

Erandfather past away. | took off in
ind of a hurry, | guess, and didn't plan
too well.

Paul flips Percy the "you asshol e" | ook.

PAUL
| think under the circunstances we can
see howit would slip your mnd. If

anyone's in the area, could you pl ease
rescue our friend Janes. The station

w |l be nore than happy to reinburse any
good samaritan nice enough to | end Janes
the noney. How nmuch is 1t?

_ JAMES (O S.)
Fifteen bucks. Heck, I'lIl pay them back
with interest.
PERCY
Hey guys, you hear that?
PAUL _
What, | don't hear anyt hing.
PERCY

That's the sound of no one com ng by for
interest on fifteen bucks.

PaulhnOM/Iooks li ke he's ready to punch Percy's "smart ass
nmout h. "

PAUL
Money's not the issue here, Percy.

PERCY
Yeah right. Look, the first person to
stop by and give Janes fifteen bucks wll
receive round trip airfare to the
Aerosmth concert next nmonth in Las
Vegas.

PAUL
Per cy!



The HONKI NG of sever al

PERCY
You want to get the guy help don't you.

VW hear a SVASH NG SOUND. Heavy netal colliding.

Paul ' s pati

PERCY
That didn't sound too good.

~JAMES (O S.)
Holy shit! There's like ten cars _
scream ng uE here, and they're all waving
money out their windows. Wat do | do?

~ PERCY .
Put the first one to give you noney on
t he phone. Qur producer wll help them

JAMES (O S.)
Thanks guys.

PAUL
(faking a I augh)
Vel | Percy, once again you' re the hero.
Now, you want to tell us about Kour _
Fpe0|al assi gnnment, which brought you in
at e.

PERCY
what? Unh... yes, yes, | did finish ny
uh special assignhment. But, |'mhere
now, and where are we?
PAUL

W were preparing to introduce our guest
this nDrninP. You nentioned finishing
your special assignnent which is why you
were | ate. So, perhaps you coul d
enlighten our |Isteners as to your
mheLe?Pouts. W have about six m nutes
to kill.

ence is long gone. He's seething.

PERCY
| was |ooking for ...for..

PAUL
For what? A life?

PERCY
Vell, | wasn't actually | ooking for
anythinE: | was...talking to soneone. |
was talking to ....some kids. About what

woul d. . .you know, what woul d be the
perfect night out on the town.

11.

car horns are heard on the phone Iine.



12.

PAUL
Ch, really. And what, pray tell, was the
urgency of this ever so convenient search
for truth in today's youth?

PERCY o
| was | ooking for ideas for our junior
l'istener's contest.

Percy smles. N ce inprovisation.

~ PAWL
Qur junior listeners? You want to
el aborate on this a little bit?

PERCY
Not really.

Paul glares at him Busted.

PERCY
Actually, I wouldn't mnd. It's really
Eretty sinple. Listeners, we want to
now why your child deserves to have the
"mutha of all party nights".

PAUL
We all know how rmuch you adore chil dren
Percy. | guess we shoul d have known you

woul d want to take themout for an
exciting evening, all by yourself.
nmom and dad, fax in your letter
expl ai ni ng why your child deserves to
have a awe-inspiring evening with Percy.
Qur Fax nunber is 555-1099. Onh, | ook at
the tinme. Hey, Jack Staton, the hunk
doctor fromthe hit show "M am
Terminal"”, is on the phone.

Percy | ooks worri ed.

| NT. | LENA DORAN S HOVE COFFI CE - SAME TI ME

W see two sheets of paper sittin% in a fax machine. A hand,
bel onging to an ol der woman, punches in a phone nunber. The
fax rings, before connecting and sendi ng the pages.

The CAMERA pulls away fromthe fax machine, dollies across
the room down the hall and stoES at a partially opened
bedroom door, with a STOP SIGN hanging on it.

W peek through the crack of the open door:

| NT. SAMW DCORAN S BEDROOM

The norning light softly filters through the mni blinds. A

stri ped shadow stretches across a snall di nosaur covered
bl anket .



13.
| LENA DORAN sits on the edge of her son SAMW' S bed. |1 ena,
|ate twenties, is a striking Latina-Anmerican wonan.

She is imedi atel y endeari ng.

Sammy, seven-years-old, has sad blue eyes. Sonething' s wong
deep insi de.

| LENA
Sweet heart, it's tine for You to get up
Conme on now, we made a deal. Baby, I'm

not going to let you stay hone anynore.
You're getting too far behind.

The boy remai ns noti onl ess.

| LENA
Sweet heart, | know you don't feel I|ike
going to school, but you can't spend the
rest of your life in your pajanas.

She pauses | ooking deeply into his lifeless eyes. The boy
obl i quely gazes at the ceiling.

| LENA | |
K, I"'mnot going to be nice about this
anynore. Samy, you're getting up

She lifts himfromunder the di nosaurs.
| LENA

| laid out sone clothes for you to pick
from so choose what you want.

The boy stands still, staring down at his bare feet. She
kneel s down grasping himfirmy by the shoul ders.
| LENA
Sammy, listen to ne. |'mstanding ny
ground this time, and you are going to

school . . _
(she rai ses her voice)
Do you understand ne?

She Eeers into his eyes |ooking for a sign; for sonething,
anyt hi ng.

Suddenly, his eyes well uE wWth tears, and a streamstarts to
rgg down fromone eye. She pulls himto her in a tight
enbr ace.

| LENA i
Ch, sweetheart. Wiat am| going to do
with you?

| NT. RADI O STATI ON HALLWAY

Tension inflames the air around Percy and Paul as they wal k
down t he hal |l way.



14.

PAUL
You offer up free airline tickets to
Vegas for an Aerosm th concert, which
doesn' t exi st! Their |ast concert of
the year is in Florida, tonorrow night.
Do you have any concept of how expensive
last mnute airline tickets are? And
t hen you create anot her contest w thout
managenent's consent. Look, | want you
to understand sonething right now It's
time you left Percy's world and j oi ned

the rest of us inreality. | neanit,
"' m serving noti ce.

PERCY _
Look, I"'msorry. 1'Il make it up to you

Becka chases t hem down.

BECKA

Hey, guys! Wit a second.
PAUL

What ' s up?
BECKA

A neeting has been called for two. The
suits are all comng in.

PAUL
Son-of -a-bitch! There goes our bonus.
Wiat have | told you? Don't go off half-
cocked on the air.

PERCY
| didn't go off half-cocked. You know
me; | always go off fully-cocked or not
at all.

DECKER

There you guys are!

AARON DECKER rounds the corner. Fb's_tne non-wor Ki ng
t

CEQQ(50's). Arrogant. Fat. Raised w noney.
DECKER
. (sharply) o
Al right, 0's idea was this kid's

contest?

Percy | ooks at Paul for support, but is greeted with silence.
Paul refuses to bail himout.

o PERCY
This is gonna sound crazy, but for sone
reason, | thought we had got the go ahead

on this one. _
getting defensive)
Maybe ' mthinki ng of sonething el se.
(MORE)



PERCY (cont'd)
Anyway, | don't think there's any reason
to start scream ng at anyone over this.

Percy braces hinself for a tongue | ashing.

DECKER

Ch, I'mgonna screamall right! Scream
for jO%!

(breaking into a smle)
The fax nmachi nes and phones are ringin
of f the hook! Everyone wants their ki
to wn a night out wth you, Percy.
Especially a ot of single nons. You sly
dog, you. Geat idea! 1'Il see you two
at the neeting.

Sl appi ng Percy on the back, Decker marches off.

BECKA
(surprised)
| don't get it, you hate Kkids.
(checki ng her wat ch)
Hey, | gotta give the next traffic
report. See ya.

She scanpers back to the studio.

ECU on Paul .

PAUL
You are so | ucky.

EXT. PARKING LOT OF THE RADI O STATION - M NUTES LATER

As Perc
The dar

wal ks up to his VIPER, a BMNzips up next to him
tinted w ndow slides down.

15.

I nsi de, ALLI SON BENTLY. She is a beautiful, mssile-toting
executive with a ball-buster nentality.

She takes one last pull on her cigarette.

ALLI SCN
Hey, good | ooki ng.

PERCY _ _
What are you doing here? D d al i mony
check get lost inthe mail, or has one of

t he Navy destroyers docked?

Al lison steps fromher car. She |ooks gorgeous with her
bl ond hair, tight business skirt and white bl ouse.

She's unbuttoned the bl ouse just enough to give a little

treat.

. ALLI SON
Alinmony, that's a good one.



PERCY _
| thought your new husband forbid you
from | eaving the house?

ALLI SON
Alot of nen don't want their wves to
wor k.

Allison is silent for a nmonent, then:

_ ALLI SON
Berni e passed away a few nont hs ago.

Both are quiet.
PERCY

(sarcastic?
s seventy-fifth birthday party, he

At hi
| ooked |ike he had at |east another nonth
in him
ALLI SON
That's nice. You' re such an ass.
PERCY

Am | inagininﬁ t hi ngs or were your boobs
flying over the Superbow |[|ast year?

ALLI SON _
| was wondering when you'd notice.

PERCY
" mbetting Bernie died of a heart
attack, aml right?

ALLI SON
Yeah, he...
(catchi ng hersel f)
| had the enhancenents after he died. A
worman needs every advant age she can P?t

in business. | have to support nyse
now.

PERCY | |
Who are you trying to kid, Bernie was
| oaded.

ALLI SON
He al so had a | ot of debt.

PERCY

Wiat do you want, Allison? You woul dn't
be here If you didn't want sonet hing.

ALLI SON
| don't want anything. |'mhere to warn
you. There's sone funny business goi ng
on at your station, and it mght just
ef fect you.



~ PERCY

Yeah, right.

ALLI SON
Look, Bernie |left nme enough noney to buy
into KI01. |I'mthe new general manager
and. .

PERCY _
Wiy woul d you buy into that piece of
crap?

Percy opens the door to his Viper and junps inside.

ALLI SON
|'mgoing to turn it around and nmake a
| ot of noney, that's why. The point is,
| know what's going on in town. Mybe if

you'd pul | your head out of your butt
you' d see at's going on in the rest of
t he worl d.

PERCY

| see things just fine.

The ViPer's engine roars to life. He shoots her one | ast
nasty | ook, then SQUEALS out of the parking |ot.

I NT. ILENA"S DEN - DAY
Il ena stands behind her desk, phone held to her ear by her
shoul der. She cradles a crying | NFANT while a SMALL CHI LD
pl ays next to her feet.

VW see a LATINA WOVAN, early thirties, bent over a chair
changi ng the di aper of a SECOND SMALL CHI LD.

| LENA
| know it's short notice, but | could use
a big favor, Thomas. | really need
sonething tonight. | don't think you

grasp the i medi acy of the situation.

17.

The baby she's holding is crying harder now The little boy

tugs at her arm

| LENA
What did you say? Shhhhh. Wat? Cal
him and see what he says. Ckay. Ckay,
Call me ri%ht back, alright. Thank you.
~(to the woman)
| think we found a tenporary place for
you.

WOVAN
| amso sorry, | didn't nmean to be a
burden to you. | amno good to anyone.
Al 1 do is cause problens whereever |

go.



18.

| LENA
You're not a problemfor nme. This is
what we do here. W hel people JUSt
like you. 1t's Ck. Really, 1t's .

The phone RI NGS.

| LENA
There, that's probably good news.

She picks up the phone.

| LENA
Hel | o, Thomas, is that you? Yes, this S
the Doran residence. | ' msorry, was

exPectlng sonmeone el se. Ch, heIIo Ms.
i anms, how are you today’7 Yes, Sanmy
is at home with ne t oday.

She turns her back to the wonan.

| LENA
thouPht he woul d be ready to cone back

as wel but he just isn't ready yet. |
know what the doctor said but he's not up
toit. Believe ne, | wish it was that
sinple. | know ny son and | know he is

not ready to go back to school yet.
I ena begins to pace as she |istens.

| LENA o
Are you threatening ne, Ms. WIIlians?

The Wonman wal ks over and gets her baby fromll ena.

| LENA
Go ahead and call social services, that's
who | work for. Well that's what it
sounds like to ne. | amnot yelling, I
am j ust. yellln% Look, I'msorry.
I"11 have Samy back in school by the end
of the week. | knowit's going to be
hard for himto catch up. Thank you.
CGood bye.

| | ena hangs up the phone. She fights back the enotions.
Pushes them back down deep.

WOVAN
You have trouble of your own, don't you?
|"mso sorry.

There is a KNOCK at the door. FIONA |LKO Ilena' s persona
live-in assistant, sticks her head in. Fiona is in her late
fifties, Latina-Anerican, very opinionated, but |oyal as Aunt
Bea.
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FI ONA _
I'n1sorr¥ to interrupt, but there is a
matter of urgency here.

| LENA
It's okay. Wat's up?

_ FI ONA
| think you better come out here.

| LENA _
Excuse e, |I'I1 be right back.

| LENA' S LI VI NG ROOM - AT THAT SAME MOMENT

St andi ng, we see an African-Anmerican woman, DECN HAVWKI NS
(30's), tall, slender and frail from ABUSE. A toddler
huddl es at her feet. She cradles an infant in her arns.

Tre mgnan's face is swllen and bruised. One eye is nearly
cl osed.

| LENA
Ch, nyt/ H, I'mllena. | hope you got a
few licks in too.

The woman smles slightly.
| LENA _
Pl ease, sit down. It |looks to nme |ike
you could use a little help here. Wo
sent you? Maurice?

She nods yes.

. ILENA o
Let ne just finish sonething in
office, | promse I'll be right back.

I NT. FAX AND COPY ROOM OF RADI O STATI ON - DAY
Becka i s maki ng copi es when a new fax buzzes out next to her.

She snatches the fax UP and noticing that it is a contract
for new radi o show cal l ed "THE PAUL M CHAEL' S SHOW .

Very surprised, she hears footsteps and sets the fax back in
the fax tray. Paul rounds the corner.

PAUL
Hey.

BECKA
Hey.

Paul grabs the fax.
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_ PAUL
D d you read this?

BECKA
Read what ?

- PAUL o

Good, | didn't want to explain it to you.
Bye.

BECKA
Bye.

Becka i s bew | dered.
| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM OF RADI O STATI ON - DAY
A production nmeeting is in full swing, |lead by Decker.

DECKER
This kid's contest should give us a | ot
of bang for the dollar, but the Aerosmth
concert is way out-of-line. W're
exceedi ng the budget as it is.

PERCY
I'msorry, | thought the goal of the show
was to stay nunber one?

DECKER
It really doesn't do us any good to be
nunber one, if we |ose noney in the
process, does it!?

~ PAUL
You're right, that was our fault. W
just got a little anxious.

DECKER
Good. Now renenber | want everyone in
attendance for our big bash on the

twenti et h.
PERCY

This isn't black tie, is it?
DECKER

Yes, and that doesn't nean wearing a
bl ack tie around your head |ike you did
| ast year.

LAUGHTER i s heard froma couple staff nenbers.
PERCY
(giving a puzzled |l ook to the
woman next to him
Did | do that?

She nods yes.



DECKER
V¢ want to nmake a good inpression on M.
Otega, the new owner of our sister
station in Tijuana. There are runors he
wants to buy this station. Let's see, is
there anything else...Ch, how s the fund
rai sing contest 90|ng? | hear Paul's
rai sed forty thousand for Father Joe.
How nuch do you have so far, Percy?

PERCY
| have sixty eight bucks, an QU from ny
ex-w fe and six beaver skins.

The entire staff cracks up.

| NT. PERCY'S OFFI CE - DAY

Becka drops a huge pile of faxes on Percy's desk.

BECKA

These are today' s faxes al one.
Unbel i evabl e! W' ve never had a response
like this. Wen are you gonna start
reading all of these, Percy?

Percy i s preoccupi ed reading the norning paper.

PERCY
Wiat? Cnh, that. | don't know. |'ll get
toIt.

BECKA

Hey, Percy can | talk to you about
sonet hi ng? Personal, ya know?

PERCY
If you're lookin' for a therapist, ny
degree is in bartendi ng.

BECKA _
Let's see, Becka and Percy are in the
same room | wonder who could use a

therapist? Surprise, it's the dickhead
behi nd t he desk.

PERCY
Was that an insult?

BECKA
Percy, the Arbitron diary's are hitting
hormes right now. You need to take
advantage of this pronotion, and you need
to get back into the show nore.

PERCY _
| suppose | have been a little...

21.



_ BECKA
Nonexi st ent .

PERCY
Nonexi stent? |'mnot sure |'d go that
far.

BECKA

' mgonna tell you something, and |I hope
to God you don't tell Paul T told you,
but he m ght be looking at starting his
own show. W thout youl

PERCY
What !

BECKA _
|"mnot sure | blanme him the way you've
been | eaving himholding the bag. He's
burni ng out .
(getting very ani nat ed)

And I"msorry your wife left you and you
had a bad divorce and all that stuff, but
You can't expect everyone to carry your
oad while you' re out all night drinking
and feeling sorry for yourself every n..

PERCY
Coul d you speak a little | ouder, | don't
think the people in Arizona heard you.
BECKA

|'"msorry, but you act |ike an eighteen
%garhold with a free pass to the Mistang
nch.

PERCY
The Mustang Ranch...do you even know what
t he Mustang Ranch is?

BECKA
No. But that's what Decker sai d.

PERCY
Decker said that?

Real i zation is sinking in.

PERCY

Are you too mad to help ne out?
BECKA

"mnot mad, |'mjust...di sappointed.
PERCY

Ckay, get one of those interns in here
and start screening these faxes. Then
bring nme the best, and I'Il read themon
the air every day.



BECKA
Her e.

She whips out a pile of faxes from her back pack and sl ans
themon the desk. Percy is taken by surprise.

PERCY
Thanks Becka. That's...
BECKA _
Nice. | know N ce is what people do to
People they like. This boy here is ny
avorite.

(she points to the top fax)
And you better get sonme noney raised, or
you're gonna be shittin' bricks when you
gotta junp fromthat bungee tower. Bye.

She heads out the door.
| NT. PERCY'S VI PER - DAY
Percy's on his cellular phone.

PERCY

H, is Don Jacobs in, please? This is
Percy Powers. Thank you. Don, Percy.
You' ve rai sed the noney for sure, right?
This is a done deal? I'mtelling you,
this is very inportant. | can't junp off
a tall woman | et alone a god danmm bungee
tower. Just make sure this goes through
Call me tonorrow. Bye.

| NT. PERCY' S HOUSE - DAY

Percy opens the front door and finds Tiger |ounging on the
couch.

TI GER _
Hey, Percy. |'mgonna kill you

PERCY _
Yeah, well get in line. You hungry?

He heads toward the kitchen.

TI GER
No. Don't ever ask nme to be bug man
agai n.

PERCY

Ckay. You thirsty?

Percy opens a cupboard and extracts two gl asses. He sets
them on the counter then junps back startled.



PERCY
Ch, man! Look at this. Ants! There's
hundreds of '"emall over. Were the hel
did they cone fronf

TIGER .
It looks like a giant ant farmin here.

He exam nes the Kool -Aid on the counter

PERCY

What's all over the counter?
Tl GER

| don't know. Maybe it's Kool -A d.
PERCY

Kool - Aid!  Why woul d there be Kool -Aid
all over...(Oh, no you didn't. Tiger,
tell nme you didn't spray Kool -Aid al
over this house.

TI GER
Ckay, | won't.

I NT. PERCY'S LIVING ROOM - LATER THAT NI GHT

Percy and Tiger are asleep on his couch. Junk food
everywhere. The TV plays blindly in the B.G Percy wakes
and nudges Ti ger.

PERCY
You wanna sl eep on the couch or go to
your house?

TI GER

M/ house! This couch sucks. [It's |unpy.
PERCY o _

Fromyour fat ass sitting on it all the

tinme.
Tiger rubs his hand on his butt.

TI GER
Al the nore for the girls to | ove.

As they walk to the front door, the DOORBELL RINGS. Percy
opens It to find Allison with a bottle of wine in her hand.

_ ALLI SON
Sur pri se.

TI GER
Venom | thought she noved to hell?

24.
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_ PERCY
Ti ger!
ALLI SON
You little troll.
PERCY
Allison! It's not his fault, I told him
that. Good night, Tiger. 1'Il see you
| ater.
TI GER
Good ni ght .
. ALLI SON
Good ni ght, Tiger.
_ TI GER
Good ni ght, Venom
ALLI SON

It's Allison, and you know it!

Tiger snickers on his way out the door.

' PERCY _
Your pinp give you the night off?
ALLI SON
That's an original one. [|'mhere to nake

peace between us.
Wth a | eery eye, Percy watches her wal k past him
PERCY' S LI VI NG ROOM - LATER

The bottle of wine sitting on the coffee table is now enpty.
Percy and Allison are on the couch.

ALLI SON
It wasn't easy for ne to cone over here?

Silently, they sit next to each other. Al lison slides close.

ALLI SON
|'mreally sorry for the way | handl ed
things. Leaving, | nean.
No response.
ALLI SON
| just wanted you to know that.
PERCY

Wiat ever. So, what are your plans for
the Crusty Fart norning show? You gonna
can 'en?
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ALLI SON _
RustK and Art are already |ooking for a
new horme. Wy, are you Interested?
PERCY
Hell no! | was just curious?
ALLI SON

It's an interesting prospect. Maybe |I'I|
kick the idea around with the suits.

PERCY
Don't bother. | think it's time for you
to go.

ALLI SON '
Ch, | get it. PercK's still mad, so he's
gonna put ne through the winger for
anwhile. It's okay, | can wait.

PERCY

There's nothing to wait for.

She snuggl es up, |lying her head on his shoul der. Percy
doesn't reciprocate.

ALLI SON
| used to lay in bed at night thinking
about you, wondering what you were dol ng,
who you were with. It didn't take |ong

for ne torealize, | still had feelings
for you.

_ PERCY
| still have feelings for you, too. Let

me see if | can find the words to
descri be them Despise. Repul sed.
Nauseat ed.

_ ALLI SON _
|''m seri ous. | realized I still | ove
you.

PERCY
Wien did this realization hit, before or
after you slipped grandpa his Viagra?

ALLI SCN _
Ckay, that's it! I'mnot taking anynore
of this. This is exactly why | left you
inthe first place. Everything's a dam
j oke with you.

Al lison clangs her wi ne glass on the coffee table and bolts
towards the door. Not sure what he wants. .

_ PERCY
Wi t.



Al lison stops.

to him

Al l'sion 1. Percy O.
| NT. RADI O STATI ON STUDI O - MORNI NG

Percy and Paul are on the air.

Si | ence.

PAUL
Let ne nake sure | understand. This
little ten-year-old girl pulled her uncle
out of the ﬁath of a speedi ng beer truck?
Wiere did this happen?

PERCY _
| don't know, in front of their house, |
guess. Wat does it matter?

PAUL
Vell, I"'mcurious why there was a runaway
beer truck in front of a University Gty
hone at eight o' clock in the nDrninE.
Wien did beer distributors start ma inﬁ
honme deliveries? Look at the top of the
fax; where did this fax originate?

_ PERCY
Pl ati num Ladi es Topl ess Lounge.

PAUL

Next. Becka brought this one to our
attention. "Dear M. Percy, ny son
recently lost his father, and now | fear
I an1|osin? him Wen | |look into his
eyes | no longer see the joy and
excitenment of a little boy, but rather
the pain and despair of a child who would
rather die, than go on wthout his Papa.

son needs sonething special to prove
ltfe is worth living. Soneone to bring
joy back into his life. Please, M.
Percy, help himnend his broken heart."

PAUL
Now, that is a heartfelt appeal.

PERCY _
Boy, sounds like that little guy got a
bum deal al ong the way.

PAUL
Let's take a coupl e of phone calls from
our listeners and see what they think.

27.
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PERCY _ _
Hel | o, V\%ou're inthe air with Percy and
Paul . o are we tal king to?
KATHY (Q S.)
Kat hy.
PAUL
Are you a parent, Kathy?
KATHY (O S.)
Yes, | am and | have to tell you | am
still wping the tears fromny eyes.
PERCY o
That beer truck story got to ya, did it?

KATHY (O S.)
Don't be stupid, Percx: That poor little
boy deserves to win this contest. |
renmenber when nK son lost his dog. It
took weeks for himto get over it. |
can't |na?|ne what he woul d' ve gone

through it he'd | ost his dad.
PAUL
Ckay, thank you for calling, Kathy.
Vell, stupid, | nean Percy. W have one

vote for the boy who's dying of a broken
heart .

PERCY
Hello, you're in the air with Percy and
Paul .  Who am | tal king to?

BOB (O S.)
This here is Bob Thomas, down here at
Discount Tire and Rms. | lost ny little

brot her when | was six years old, and |I'm
here to tell you | nearly didn't nake it

t hrough that whol e dang ordeal. This
little fella needs your help. Now don't
go nessin' this thing up. Just give it
to him ya hear nme. Bye.

PAUL
Wl |, thanks for calling, Bob.

PERCY
Yeah, thanks for sharing, Bob. The
coffee is in the back of the roomby the
twel ve step books next to the
contri bution basket.

gives Percy the "you idiot" |ook.

PAUL
Percy, you probably don't renmenber, Bob.
He owns Discount Tire and R ns, that
(MORE)
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PAUL (cont'd)
great chain of tire stores, here in San
D ego. He's probably our biggest
sponsor.

PERCY
That Bob? Oh...Thanks for calling, Bob.

| think we definitely have a front runner

her e.

I NT. SAMW' S BEDROOM - N GHT

29.

Sammy is tucked neatly under his dinosaurs as Ilena reads to

hi m

| LENA
"Safe at hone at last, little Roberto
went to sleep in his ow bed. The end.”
Dd you like that story?

The boy remains silent...enotionless.

| LENA
Sweet heart, | want you to listen to ne.
| know you m ss your daddy. | bet you

feel this bad feeling in Kpur t unmy
whenever you think about him don't you?

He | ooks up into her eyes.

| LENA

It will get better, | promse you. Do
ou want to know what w || make that bad
feeling go away? Doing things you enjoy
is all you have to do. Really, 1t's that
easy. Just like when we read this story.
Did you notice while we were reading the
story the bad feeling went away? That's
why it's very inportant for you to start
playing with your friends again. Wile
you' re playln? and having fun, you won't
get that bad eelln?. And you know what
else will keep you fromgetting that bad
feeling? Seelng your friends at school.

Sammy rolls over against the wall.

Suddenl y,

| LENA _ _
Sweet heart, | knowit's going to be hard,
but you can't mss so nuch school.

there is a | oud CRASH  SCREAMS.

_ | LENA
Wiat is that? Stay here, Samy!

| LENA" S LI VI NG ROOM - AT THAT MOMENT

Il ena reaches the Iiving roomto find her front door Kkicked

open. DARNELL PEALER, African-American (20's),
eyes and | ooks CRAZED.

_ has gl assy
He's yelling at Deon and Fi ona.
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DARNEL L
Just get the kids, and let's go to the
crib. Do you hear nme, worman? Mbve

FI ONA
Pl ease sir, settle down, and let's talk
about this rationally.

_ DARNEL L
There ain't nothin' to tal k about.

He pushes Fiona away as |l ena approaches from behi nd.

| LENA
Pl ease sir, there is no need for anyone
to get hurt.

DARNEL L

Shuttup, bitch! Deon, let's go, now

Horrified, Ilena sees Samy's baseball bat |ying on the

floor. As Darnell steps forward to grab Deon, Il ena snatches
t he bat. SIVACK! She slans it down on his foot.
DARNEL L
O
Darnell hops on one foot holding the other. 11lena sees her

openi ng. .. THUMP, she snashes the other foot. Darnell falls
backward i n agony.

_ DARNEL L .
Ch shit! Don't hit ne again!

G abbi ng her purse, Fiona pulls out a can of pepper spray and
squirts Darnell in the eyes.

FI ONA
Take that, you bully.
DARNEL L
Dam. Stop it, I'll leave. 1'Il |eave.

I NT. 1LENA"S LIVING ROOM - LATER

W see FLASHI NG police lights slashing through the w ndows.

On the floor sits Darnell. H s arnms wapped tight against
R!s Pody in DUCT TAPEE Two I CE BAGS are taped to the top of
is feet.

IIenadtaIks to OFFI CER SPENCER as an EMI hel ps Darnell hobbl e
out si de.

| LENA
| feel bad for braking his toes.
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OFFI CER SPENCER
He deserved a lot nore than that, nma'am
| f You need anything el se, give us a
call. Good night, ma' am

| LENA
Good ni ght, and thank you.

As || eana shuts the door behind the policeman, she turns to
see Sammy watching fromthe hall. He |ooks up at his nom
CONFUSED. SCARED. He turns and runs away to his room

| LENA
Sammy, wait.

Fi ona enters fromthe hall way.

FI ONA _
Deon and the children are all settled in.
How di d he know she was here?

| LENA
She didn't want himto worry about the
kids, so she called him He clainmed he
just wanted to know where they were
I ncase he needed to contact them

FI ONA
Codependent wonen. Loco.

| LENA .
| can't believe this. | amnever letting
anyone stay in ny house again. | don't

care what their situation is.

FADE OUT AND FADE | N
I NT. PERCY'S OFFI CE - DAY

Percy's office resenbles a Freshman's dormroom Pronotiona
crap everywhere. He's nervouslr tossing a Nerf basketball
tpgpughda smal | hoop on his wall. He sees Becka jet past his
of fi ce door.

PERCY
Becka! Hey, cone here, wll ya. Listen
| was wondering. |If you aren't busy
tonight, I've got the old conpany credit
card.

BECKA
Forget it. | know what you're thinking,

you butthead. You want nme to cone al ong
and keep track of your contest w nner?

- PERCY _
No! | just thought you m ght not have
anything going on, and this is gonna be a
(MORE)



PERCY (cont'd)
ot of fun. W're going to see what's
his nane. You know, the big fish...black
and white, uh teeth.

BECKA
Shamnu.

PERCY
That's it! Shanmu. And we're going to
that new spaceship place. You know,
where you bl ow up ships and stuff.

BECKA
Ww, sounds |like a real testosterone
rush. This is going to be a tough one to
pass up, but no thanks.

PERCY
Look, I'"Il give you seven hundred and
fifty bucks if you go.

BECKA
No Percy! Just relax and have sone fun.
Being nice won't kill you.

PERCY

Maybe you're right. Who knows, maybe his
nom s a babe.

BECKA

The woman' s husband just died for crying
out loud. At least this one's dead and
not just out of town.

(Percy shoots her a nasty

| ook)
Qooops, did | say that? 1'll see ya
later. Have fun

EXT. PARKI NG LOT OF RADI O STATI ON - AFTERNCON

PAUL
You're all set at Virtual Wrld. Here's
the tickets for Shamu. Fireworks
commence at ten thirty.

PERCY
Well, we wouldn't want to mss the
fucking fireworks, would we? Paul
pl ease go with ne. [If you go along, I'lI
gi ve you ny Vi per

PAUL

Li ar! Lighten up. This could be a |ot
of fun.

32.

A white van with an Action Five television | ogo on the side
Two nen eagerly junp out and hustle over to Percy

pul I's up.
and Paul .
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DOUG WLLIAMS, is an eager 23-year-old intern. Follow ng
glgng i's, SKY SOBOLEWSKI, a |long haired |aid back surfer
ude.

PERCY
What is this?

PAUL
Decker thought we shoul d get sone
publicity out of this. Human interest
story.

PERCY
Geat! DJ humliated, details at five.
Just stay out of ny way. You got that?

DOUG
No probl em

Percy stonps off to the waiting |ino.

DOUG
Who put the bug up his ass, man?

EXT. ILENA'S HOUSE - LATER THAT AFTERNOON

The black lino cruises to the curb in front of Ilena s house.
The white television van barrels to a stop behind it.

Percy beelines for the front door trying to out run Doug and
Sky who are draggi ng out video equi pnent.

I NSIDE | LENA'S LI VI NG ROOM - SAME Tl ME

Fi ona, drying her hands on a towel, scurries to the door and
opens it.

PERCY
H, are you Ms. Doran?

Fl ONA
No, I"'mFionallko. I'mllena's
assistant. |'mafraid she had an
energency and had to leave. Can | help
you?

PERCY
|"mhere to pick up Sammy Dor an

FI ONA
For what ?

PERCY
|'m Percy Powers. He's the wi nner of
radio contest. Didn't you get a cal
fromny station?
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FI ONA
Sammy won! That's great, but no one
cal | ed us.

PERCY
Ch, perfect. Becka, |I'mgonna kill you.
Wien is Ms. Duran com ng back?

FI ONA
Vll, I'"'m not sure. Hopefully, soon

Percy_looks over his shoulder and sees the two intern idiots
funbling their way up the wal kway with a video canera

PERCY
| don't think you understand. You see
those guys? They're a television crew,
and we don't want to look |ike fools on
caner a.

Qvoiding the issue, Percy forces his way inside and shuts the
oor.

PERCY
Wiere's the kid? The boy, Sammy. Is he
her e?

FI ONA

Yes he is, but...
There is a KNOCK on the door.

PERCY
Hey, we'll be right out, guys. Well, why
don't we just grab the little guy and
make the best of the situation.

Fl ONA
| don't think that is such a good idea.

There i s anot her KNOCK on the door.

_ PERCY _
Hey kids, can we say, "wait a dam
m nut e"!

The door handl e clicks, and the door begins to open, but
Percy quickly shoves it shut.

PERCY
What are you deaf ?

Sammy strolls up behind Fiona holding a small di nosaur.

PERCY
H there, kid. Look |ady, those guys out
there are here to tape a little boy
Wi nning a contest. TheK want to see him
and the nice radio man here clinb into
(MORE)
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PERCY (cont'd)

the big linmo and drive into the sunset.
So, why don't we just |eave a note for
this little boy's nother, and we can al
go out and have a god damm good ti ne.
Alright!?

FI ONA
| don't think that would be a good idea.
|"'msure Ilena will be honme soon.

Once again the door inches its way open. Perturbed, Percy
puts the palmof his hand on the door to shut it tight.

PERCY
(towards the door)
This is the last tinme |'mgonna...
Suddenl y, the door slans open...SVACK, right in Percy's face.

PERCY _
OM  Wiat the hell are you doi ng?

I ena steps through the door.

FI ONA
Il ena! You're back.
| LENA
What's going on in here? W is this?
PERCY
If you promse not to hit ne again, |'l]
i ntroduce nyself. |'m Percy Powers.

|| eana gi ves himthe "who?" | ook.

PERCY
O the Percy and Paul radi o show.
Soneone at ny station was suppose to cal
you this afternoon.

| LENA
M. Powers, | have no idea what you're
tal king about. |'ve never heard of your
radio show, and | haven't talked to
anyone at your station. Wat do you
want ?

_ PERCY
Ch right, like you've never heard of ny
radi o show? You sent ne a fax about your
son.

Fl ONA
Per haps | can expl ain.

| LENA
| never sent you or anyone el se a fax
about ny son.



PERCY
Are you |l ena Doran?
(pull's out papers)
| have your origlnal fax with your nane
and address right on it.

FI ONA
| can explain this.

PERCY _ _
Now, unless your nane is Sybil, and you
dﬂn't remenber which personality sent
this...

| LENA
Excuse ne!? You had better watch your
nmout h buddy, or one of the sweeter _
personalities mght just knock that smrk
right off your face.

FI ONA
(shout s)
| sent the fax.

PERCY AND | LENA

What ?
FI ONA
| sent the fax.
| LENA
You sent a fax in ny nane?
I o\t |
It's just a little contest, | didn't
exactly sign away the house.
ILENA |
Vell, this is ridiculous. GCbviously, I
can't send himout on such short noti ce.

PERCY
Wait a mnute! W' ve gone to a |lot of
trouble to set up this night for you and
your son.

_ | LENA

Even if he did want to go, | can't go
now. |'ve got to go back to the
hospi t al

FI ONA
|l ena, that is just an excuse. | can go
to the hospital for you

| LENA

Ch, | don't know It's up to Sammy.
(she kneel s down)
Sweet heart, you've won a contest, and we
(MORE)
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ILENA (cont'd)

can go wWith this man and do sone fun
things if you want to go.

Sammy is silent.

PERCY

kneel s down to Sammy)
Fby, ude. Look, you don't know ne very
wel |, but that's okay, because | don't
know you very well either. You are so
| ucky, do you know that? You won a
contest on ny radio show If you go with
me, we're gonna have a lot of tun. First
of all, you're ﬁoing to be on TV. |I'm
not kidding. There' s a canmeranan on your
porch right now. Look out the w ndow if
you don't believe ne.

Sammy crosses to the wi ndow and peeks out.

- PERCY _
|'s he still there, or did your nmom knock
hi m out or sonet hing?
A small smle. He nods yes.
PERCY

W're going to a place where we can fly
S acgs Ips to Mars. Wiat do you think of
t hat ~

Hey, wait a mnute. Sammy's interest is piqued.

| LENA
Wul d you like to go, sweetheart?

37.

The boy says nothing. Percy notices the dinosaur in Samy's

hand. Think fast. Think fast.

PERCY
That's not all we're going to do? W're
going to see a huge dinosaur that sw ns
In a big tank. Yeah, his nane is Shamu,
and | think | can arrange it so you can
pet him if you want.

| LENA
D nosaur! Shanu is not a di nosaur.
PERCY _
Coul dn't you just work with ne here a
little, I"mkind of struggling, you know.

Sammy tugs on his nother's arm

| LENA
You want to go? Are you sure? He
doesn't know the difference between a
di nosaur and a mamal .



PERCY
You're a big help, lady, you know t hat?

| LENA
Al right, but here are the ground rules.
If he gets too tired or upset, we cone
ri ght hone.

PERCY
No problem |f he wants to conme hone,
all he has to do is say so.

| LENA
Are you really a nInCOHPOOﬁ, or are you
just playing the part of the obnoxious
DJ?

INT. LIMO - A LITTLE WH LE LATER
Sammy cautiously clinbs into the lino and sits in the seat

directly across fromTiger. Tiger sits quietly drinking a
soda and watching TV.

TI GER
Hel | o.
Il ena steps in next.
| LENA
Oh! Hello.
- TICER
H, I'mTiger. |I'mPercy's brother. Can

we just keep that between us.
(giggling at his joke)

| ena postures herself next to Sammy as Percy clinbs in.

| LENA
| won't tell a soul. M nane is Ilena,
and this is Samy.
- TIGER
Are you his non?
~ PERCY _
St op asking so many questi ons.
- TIGER
Percy paid ne to cone.
_ ~PERCY
Tiger! WII you just...don't talk so
much.
TI GER

Wiy can't | talk? You said you wanted ne
to cone because he doesn't talk.
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PERCY
(enbarrassed)
That's not what | said.

TI GER
Yes, it is.
(to Il ena)
Then he gave ne fifty dollars. See!

Tiger whips out the fifty dollars to prove it.

BUSTED.
PERCY
Look, it's not what you think. | just
t hought Tiger mght hel p make things go a
little easter. I'mnot all that great
with kids.
| LENA

O adults, fromwhat |'ve seen.
| NT. LAUNCH AREA COF VI RTUAL REALITY WORLD - LATER

The high tech launch area is filled with rows of futuristic
spaceshi p cockpits. Conputer term nals provide navigationa
information to the pilots. Hgh on the walls hang nonitors
covering spaceship races already in progress.

The four listen to CASSANDRA, a tall cute Gothgirl in her
twenties. She wears a white |ab coat, as do all the
enpl oyees.

CASSANDRA
Ckax, |'ve witten down all of your
fighter pilots' handles, and we're ready
t o board.

~ (Looks at Ilena)
Anni hilator, you're in pod nunber 9.

PERCY
Anni hi |l at or!

| LENA _ _
I's that bad. Should I pick sonething
scarier? How about Percy?

Tl CER
(1 aughi ng)
That's a good one.
CASSANDRA
Haystack, you're in pod 10, over here.
PERCY

Not Haystack again? You're suppose to
scare off your eneny, not entice the cows
to cone hone for dinner
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TI GER
Dad told ne the best westler in the
worl d was a big nean guy naned Hayst ack
Say your prayers, Percy.

Tiger bangs and flops his way in. Cassandra nmaneuvers Percy
and Samy to the next pod.

CASSANDRA
The Silent Knight is in pod 11
TI GER

(yelling fromhis pod)
You nanmed hima Christnas song?

PERCY _
M nd your own business, M. Dairy Farm
Snack.

Sammy tentatively slips inside the pod. Cassandra cradles
her armunder Percy's, pulling himclose, then escorts himto

hi s ship.

CASSANDRA
If you want, | can cone back and hol d
your flight stick through the rough
spot s.

PERCY
If it gets that rough, I'Il just hit the
ej ector seat.

CASSANDRA
Ch, you are funny.

Percy escapes Cassandra's clutch by diving into the Pod.
Cassandra spins around nearly running over Sammy.

CASSANDRA

What ' s up?

_ PERCY

| think he's alittle scared.
CASSANDRA _

Wiy doesn't he just ride with you?
PERCY o

' mclaustrophobic as it is.
CASSANDRA

Just sit on his lap, hun.

Sammy qui ckly sei zes the oPportunity and clinbs onto Percy's
lap. Unconfortable can't tully describe Percy's expression.

CASSANDRA
You two | ook awful cute in there
t oget her.
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| NSI DE THE COCKPI T- LATER

Percy and Sammy are deeply en%aged In a space battle on Mars.
Ships are firing phasers at themas they race the corridors
of the Red Planet. The pilots communicate through a built-in
i ntercom system

PERCY
Wat's that? Woah, there he is, fire
your phaser.

Sammy strikes the green phaser button and holds it down.

PERCY
Hayst ack, prepare to be nmunched.

TI GER
By you and whose arny?

- PERCY _

Hey, Annihilator. How s your ship
flying?

| LENA

| don't understand this. M spaceship
keeps expl odi ng.

PERCY
That's because the Silent Knight is a
bonb | aunchi ng mani ac who shows no nercy.

The sound of another EXPLOSION is heard in the background.
Then |l ena hears a sound she has not heard in a |ong tine:

Sanmmy LAUGH NG out | oud.

PERCY
That's a kill! The Silent Knight torches
his nom

| LENA .
WAas that Sammy | aughi ng?

PERCY .
That's affirmative. Perhaps next tine
you'll think twice before telling himto

eat his broccoli
ECU on Ilena. She is cautiously pleased.
EXT. PARKI NG LOT OF SEA WORLD - N GHT
Fireworks fill the warm evening sky. Tiger and Sammy sit on
the roof of the lino, their feet han?iPﬂethrough t he sunroof.

Percy and Il ena | ounge on the hood o car resting their
backs on the w ndshi el d.



Tl GER
VWww | like that one.

| LENA
| think you nade a good deci si on,
bringing Tiger along.

PERCY
He's hel ped nme through sone pretty
difficult times. He tends to nake you
| ook at things the way they really are.
No B.S., you know. Things are the way
they are with him and he'll tell you

| LENA
He's very sweet.
(quietly) |
You know, you're an enigma, M. Powers.
PERCY
Wiy do you say that? And call ne Percy.
| LENA

Ckay, Percy. You say you don't Iike
bei ng around children, and yet you
obviously love to spend tine wth Tiger
who has the mnd of a little boy.

PERCY
Yeah, well he's ny brother not ny kid.

| LENA _ _
that what you're afraid of? Having a
ld of your own?

s
chi

PERCY
|"mnot afraid of anything. That's just
sonething that's never gonna happen
(Pauses)
What hgppened to Saitmmy? | mean, he's
not...7%

| LENA
pute? Hardly. He was readi ng by age
our.

PERCY _ _
VWw. Wat's wong, if you don't mnd ne
aski ng.

| LENA
Look, this is kind of personal, and |
don't really know you that well.

PERCY
|'msorry, | shouldn't pry. On the other
hand, | went to a sem nar exam ning the

psychol ogi cal effects of Rock and Roll on
(MORE)
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PERCY (cont'd)

hansters, and I'mhalf the price of a

good shr

i nk.
| LENA

Look, the fireworks are over; we should
be goi ng.

I NSI DE THE LI MO -

Tiger is sl eeping,

LATER THAT NI GHT

his head resting on Percy's shoul der.

Ilena is sitting across the linmo from Percy, Samy fast

asl eep in her |ap.

| guess

PERCY
froml ooking at Sammy's bl ond

hair and bl ue eyes, it's safe to say he
isn"t 100% H spani c.

| LENA

He's also Irish and German. H's father

and | nmet in Mexico Gty while he was

visitinﬂ a University there. M/ father
e

hated t

and forbid me from seeing

i dea of ne datinﬁ.anbAnerican
i m but .

PERCY

But, you did anyway.

| LENA

Wien | married Daniel ny father di sowned
nme. He has never seen his only grandson.

PERCY

That sucks.

I NT. SAMW' S BEDROOM - N GHT

: eeping Sammy to his bed, then watches as
Il ena covers himup wth dinosaurs. |lena kisses Samy on

Percy carries a sl

t he cheek and noti

ons for Percy to follow her.

| LENA" S LI VI NG ROOM

The LI GHTS are sof

t and JAZZ nusic plays on the STEREQO

| LENA
Can | offer you sonething to drink or
eat ?

PERCY .
No, thank you. Look, | want to apol ogize
for the way this evening started.

_ | LENA _
| was just about to say the sanme thing to
you.
Percy surveys Ilena's hone. [It's NOT what he expected.

Exqui site furniture, paintings and antiques quietly fill

room under st at ed.

43.
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He notices a mantle full of pictures resting above the
firepl ace.

PERCY
N% nmot her used to say you can tell a |ot
about a famly by the pictures they have
in their house.

Percy | ooks at a picture of a handsone, tall man with bl ond
hair, playing with Sammy at the beach.

PERCY
Is this Sammy's father?
I LENA .
Yes, it is. 1'mgoing to have a cup of
tea, would you |ike one?

PERCY _
| should be going...all right, sure
Tiger's asl eep out there anyway.

| LENA
Make yoursel f at hone. |'Il be right
back.

As |l ena | eaves the room Percy is_intri%ued by a picture of
Sammy, as a baby, in the arns of his father.

In the B.G, on the radi o, we HEAR a SEXY LATIN SONG which is

famliar to us. Percy hunms along with the radio as decides
to look for Ilena in the kitchen.

N ILENA'S KI TCHEN - SAME Tl ME

Ilena is on her hands and knees | ooking in a | ower cabi net.
Percy is imediately drawn to the sexy curve of her arched
back. H's eyes slide along the silk skirt covering her ass,
ﬂomnlh?r IeEF, | ocki ng on the ANKLE BRACELET suspended around
er left ankle.

Il ena | ocates her tea...

| LENA
Ch! You scared ne.

PERCY
|"msorry | just thought | would cone out
here and. ..

| LENA _
And what, look at ny ass. D d you get a
good | ook?

PERCY
No! | was | ooking at your ankle

bracelet. Wy would | |ook at your ass?



For the first tinme in his life, Percy draws a bl ank

S| LENCE.
Suddenl y,

| LENA

What's wong with nmy ass?

_ PERCY _

Not hi ng. You have a very nice ass.
| LENA

So you were | ooking at ny ass.

_ PERCY
Wll if | was, you can't blane ne. You

have a very sexy...you're a very
beauti ful woman.

_ | LENA '

Is this the part where | pant in
ant|C|Bat|on, as you knoc ever%thlng of f
the table, throw ne down on ny back and
hump nme |ike a squirrel in heat.

PERCY
What ?

| LENA

Isn't that how your little brain plays
this scenario out? Throw out a few
conplinments to the sex-starved single

nmom and she'll lay down for you, right?
"1l let youinonalittle secret. Wen
| decide to sleep with soneone, it'll be
anyone but you.

PERCY

That's not what | was thinking at all.

| LENA
What wer e you thi nking?

PERCY
l...1...1 was thinking, with a great ass
like that, it's sure a good thing you
weren't on ny high school westling team

They stare at each other.
they both burst out | aughing.

| LENA _
That's the stupidest thing |I've ever
heard soneone say.

PERCY
Wl |, what do you expect. Wen You get
mad |ike that, you scare the hell out of
me, and who knows what's gonna come out
of nmy mouth next. | think I'll just say
(MORE)

45.
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PERCY (cont'd)
good night before I get nyself into nore
troubl e.

I N THE LI VI NG ROOM
Qpeni ng the door, Percy turns to Ilena.

PERCY
Vel |, good night.

They hear a RUSTLE behind them Sammy wal ks up rubbing his
eyes. Wthout warning, he runs up to Percy and hugs him
around the wai st.

Percy doesn't know what to do. A nonent |ater, Sammy
sleepily turns and wal ks back into his bedroom

!Fra clearly doesn't know what to think or say. Her eyes
[

I e
f wth tears.

The sexy Latin song continues to play in the B. G
PERCY _
Al though you certainly do have a nice
rear end, the first thing | should have

conpl emented is the | ove you show for
your son. Good night.

There is a nonent between them and then Percy wal ks away.
I NT. INSIDE THE LI MO - MOVENTS LATER

Perﬁy sits in the seat across from Tiger and rel eases a big
si gh.

TI CER . _
How cone you didn't kiss her good night?
You al ways kiss the girls good night.

PERCY
Don't you have sone sheep to count?

TI GER
You finally find a good one, and then you
don't kiss her. You' re crazy.

Tiger flops down on the seat and closes his eyes. Percy sits
alone in the dark and HUVS the sexy Latin song he heard in
Il eana' s house.

FADE QUT:
I NT. |LENA"S BEDROOM - SUNRI SE
Sunlight warmy fights through the window blinds. Ilenais
awakened by SCQUNDS of cupboard doors slamm ng and a radio
squabbl i ng.

She crawl s out of bed and stunbl es towards the kitchen.



I N THE KI TCHEN
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Sammy sits at the kitchen table devouring his Captain G unch.
Il ena watches in total bew | dernent.

She realizes the VOCE on the radio is famli ar

PERCY (ON RADI O
Don't forget, tonight Paul and I wll be
at Beer Wrld for a Q98 beer tasting
party. The festivities start at seven,
and we' |l be your hosts until nine.

PAUL (ON RADI O
O until Percy passes out, whichever
cones first. It's now twenty m nutes
after the hour of seven. Stay wth us,
inten mnutes we will chat wth Joan
D xon, author of "Teaching Intimacy To
Your Man". See if you know what intimacy
really is. And now, with a traffic
update, here's Becka.

_ | LENA
Ch, it's late. Samy, hurry get your
backpack, or you'll mss your bus.

Sammy | ooks up a bit startled, but then quickly runs off to
his room zipping past Fiona.

Il ena and Fiona | ook at each other in conpl ete wondernent.

I NT. 1 LENA"S BATHROOM - MORNI NG

Hot shower water. Steam |lena steps into the shower and
turns on a shower RADIO. MJSI C pl ays softly.
hair, but stops to change the DIAL. W hear the

wash her

VA CE of JOAN DI XON, a guest on the show.

JOAN DI XON (ON RADI O
It's inportant in a relationship for a
woman to know what a man is thinking.
Let ne ask you a question, guys. In a
relatlonsth, woul d you like a lady to
nmore actively pursue you sexual | y?

PAUL (ON RADI O
Vel |, that depends on your definition of
actively.

PERCY (ON RADI O
In your case, Paul, it neans sex nore
t han once a nonth.

I ena gi ggl es.

She starts to
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BACK AT THE RADI O STATI ON STUDI O - SAME TI ME

W see Percy, Paul and Joan D xon, an attractive woman in her
forties, sitting wth their headphones on.

~ JOAN DI XON _
Wien nmaking | ove to a wonman, what is the
last and only itemyou want her to be

wear i ng?
PERCY
That's a hard one.
PAUL
That's what she said.
JOAN DI XON
Do you two ever grow up?
PAUL _
' m stunped. Sonething sexy, | suppose.
Li ke sexy underwear nmaybe.
_ PERCY
You dig those tub socks, don't you, Paul?
JOAN DI XON
Actual ly, that's the second nost popul ar
answer .
PERCY

Tube socks?
| LENA" S BATHROOM - CONTI NUQUS
I I ena chuckl es agai n.
BACK AT THE STUD O

JOAN DI XON
No! Sexy underwear. \Wat about you
Percy? Wat do you want to see?

PERCY
Aaahhhh. | think it woul d be sonething
very personal, like...like jewelry.
Maybe an ankl e bracel et.

| LENA' S SHONER
JOAN DI XON (ON RADI O
n

, . (C
You're right. Jewelry is the
answer .

unber one

| 1 ena approvingly glances down to see soap suds cascadi ng
down her leg swirling around her ANKLE BRACELET



I NT. 1LENA"S KI TCHEN - LATER

The TV SCREEN shows Tiger, Sammy, |lena and Percy wal ki ng
around at Sea Wrld.

The CAMERA Fulls back, and we see |lena sitting at her
kitchen table finishing a sandw ch while watching the news
story on a small TV.

She | ooks up a phone nunber from a phone book and DIALS it.

1 LENA
Yes, 1'd like to speak to Percy Powers.

I NT. PERCY'S OFFI CE - SAME TI ME
Percy and Paul are watching the sanme news show.

PAUL .
They're playing the hell out of this
thing. The kid's nomlooks |ike a Betty.

PERCY
Yeah. She's hot.
(pausing to think)
It's nore than that though. There's
sonet hi ng nesneric about her.

PAUL
| appl aud your attenpt to use a word with
nore than two syllables, but there is no
such word as nesneric.

PERCY . _
"1l tell you one thing, |1'd like to take
her for a ride on M. Lucky.

PAUL
You are a pig, you know that?

The phone rings, and Percy punches the speaker phone.

PERCY
Yo.

RECEPTI ONI ST (O. S.)
| have Il ena Doran on the phone for you.

PERCY
Real ly. Thank you, put her on.
(To Paul)

nght be tine to pull out M. Lucky's
saddl e.



| NTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATI ON:

| LENA
(on the speaker phone)
Hello, this is Ilena Doran.

PERCY .
H there. You caught nme by surprise.
You're not planning a |l aw suit are you?

| LENA
(1 aughi ng)

No. | just sawus all on TV and I...I
know | didn't act very appreciative |ast
night. | wanted to tell you thank you
agai n.

PERCY
You' re wel cone again, and don't morrg
aboug it. It was late, and we were both
tired.

Percy gives Paul the "thunbs up" sign
The SOUND of Ilena' s beeper is heard. She |ooks at

PERCY
Hel | 0?

| LENA
Yes, I'"'msorry. | just got an inportant
page | need to respond too. Well, thank
you agai n.

PERCY
Wait a mnute. Listen, | was wondering.
| know we didn't get off to a great
start, but | uh...1'"d like to nake it up

to you. The radio station's having a
pronotion tonight at Beer Wrld Tavern.
Wiy don't you stop by and be ny guest.

| LENA
Beer Worl| d!
pauses)
Look, | didnt call you because |'m
interested in becomng a celebrity
stalker. | just wanted to say thank you.

PERCY
| didn't nean to inply anything, | was
just trying to be nice.

| LENA
Well, no thank you and good bye.

The phone |ine goes dead.

it.

50.



PERCY
Good bye.

_ PAUL
| think you can send M. Lucky back to
t he barn now.

. PERCY
Bite ne! | don't know why | even asked
her out.

PAUL

I s that what You just did? It sounded
nmore like "hello, would you like to neet
me for alcohol and if you shower, we can
have sex".

PERCY
What? | was just...
PAUL
Trying to get laid. | could tell by

listening to her for just thirty-seconds,
t he woman has class. Beer Wrld! You
know, | can actually renmenber a tine,
when | wanted to be just |ike you. Now,
| think I1'd rather be anyone but you.

ECU on Percy reflecting on the words he knows are true.

| NT. BEER WORLD TAVERN - N GHT

Bored to tears,

depictin
sits hal

Percy's enptiness is unm stakabl e as he wat ches Paul
with his beautiful Asian wife, MARTA

Marta heads for the restroom and Paul

Per cy.

Percy's wat ches Pau

PAUL
Two beers, that' it?

~ PERCY _
|'mtrying to watch how much | drink
That's what everyone wants, isn't it?

PAUL
It's not what other people want that's
inportant. It's what you want. Hey,
there's Any. [|'Il be right back.

retty woman. She wears an executive suit with a ti
itting skirt. Percy's eyes run down her |egs unti
stop on an ANKLE BRACELET.

dance

make his way towards

t hey
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Percy | ounges at a table underneath a banner
the station's call letters. An enpty beer bottle
full in front of him

cross the dance fl oor where he gLeets a
ght
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ECU on Percy.
He seens | ost, al nost nmesnerized by her ANKLE BRACELET.

PAUL
Percy! Hello. Hey, Any said Allison's
been hired to turn things around at 109.
D d you know t hat ?

PERCY

Do I care, no.
_ PAUL

Vel |, just make sure you keep your
di st ance.

PERCY _
| need you to tell nme this?

PAUL

Yeah. W don't need you using your
little head instead of your big one
agai n.

The band starts to play the sexy Latin song Percy first heard
at Il eana' s hone.

PPRTA grabs Paul's hand and pulls himtowards the dance
oor .

MARTA
Conme on, let's dance.

Across the room Percy notices the back of a wonman whose build
and hair color are remniscent of Ilena's. H's eyes wander
down her leg, but...NO ANKLE BRACELET

PERCY
(to hinself)
What is that song?

Scanni ng the room he spots a sexy RED HAI RED WOVAN sitting
alone at the bar. He locks in and heads for her.

AT THE BAR

PERCY
You don't happen to know the nanme of this
song do you?

RED HAI RED WOVAN
Sorry. It's beautiful, but I don't know.

PERCY o
Don't be sorry. 1s anyone sitting here?

RED HAI RED WOVAN
No, but I"'mgetting ready to | eave.
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_ PERCY
Hold it, right there.

RED HAI RED WOVAN
What ?

PERCY . .
Move you head a fraction to the right.

She tilts her head for him

RED HAl RED WOVAN
Li ke that? Wy?

PERCY
This is gonna sound crazy, but | just
wanted to see the ma¥ t hat overhead |ight
slightly reflected off your little
nust ache there.

RED HAI RED WOVAN
Ch, thanks a | ot.

PERCY
No, I'mserious. There is something very
sexy about the faint little nmustache of a
true redhead.

RED HAI RED WOVAN
Umm How do you know |I'mnatural ly red?

PERCY
Are you trying to tell ne you' re not?

Paul , still dancing with his wife, glances up just in time to
see Percy leaving with the woman. H's | ook 1s one of
di sappoi nt nent .

INT. 1LENA"S LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Ilena is sitting at the kitchen table attentive to paperwork
in front of her. Fionais at the stove behind her, starting
water for tea.

FI ONA
Wul d you |ike sone tea?

| LENA
What ? Ch, yes that would be nice. Thank
you. Sammy was so eager this norning.
But when he canme hone, he | ooked
exhaust ed.

FI ONA _
He was up late | ast night.
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| LENA
| know, but | was hoping all the
exci tenment yesterday was what he needed
to get going again.

FI ONA .
You nust renenber, when you're sick you
need nore that one dose of nedicine.

| LENA
Meani ng what ?

FI ONA
That he had fun with M. Percy and todar
he was a little better. Maybe they could
get together again.

| LENA
Are you loco? First of all, he isn't the
ki nd of man who would take the tinme to
care about anyone but hinself. And
besi des, that man has the nentality of
oat neal .

FI ONA _ _
Maybe you need to sprinkle a little sugar
on that oatneal.

I NT. PERCY'S OFFI CE - DAY

Percy is sitting at his desk when NORVAN, a cute chubby three-
year-old, waddles in his office waving a sticky sucker.

NORMVAN
Suck.

Horror fills Percy's face.

PERCY
Go away, kid, you're bothering ne.

NORMAN
You want suck

Norman strolls around Percy's desk and tries to clinb up on
his lap. H s sticky sucker lands in Percy's |ap and sti cks.

PERCY
Ch, man!
(peeling the sucker off)
Go away. Go. Shoo.

NORIVAN
0 (hol di ng his hands up)
p.

Percy rolls his chair backwards trying to get amay, but
Nor man t hi nks he's playing and gives chase. Finally, Percy
stands and pi cks hi m up.
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PERCY
You need to go away. Ch, ny God! You
snel | w et ched.

Hol di ng Norman out as far away fromhis face as possible,
Percy rushes to the hallway.

PERCY . . .
Wioever |ost their toxic spill conme claim
hi m
A YOUNG WOMAN wal ks bye.
PERCY

Is this your's?
(she nods no)
Wl |, take himanyway, wll ya?

The wonman flinches and wal ks away. Becka bolts down the hal
out of breath.

BECKA
Nor man, there you are. Sorr¥. H s nom
asked ne to watch himfor a few m nutes.
(she grabs Nor nan)
Boy, sonebody needs a change. Percy, we
have a probl em

PERCY
VWhatever it is, it can't be as bad as
Nor nan' s.

Becka hands Percy a news story fromthe AP wre.

BECKA
The nmoney from Don Jacobs. | don't
t hi nk. ..

PERCY

Enbezzl| enent charges...Don Jacobs
indicted. Under arrest. A half mllion
dol I ars bail

The two | ook at each other in shock. Finally:
BECKA
Hel | o bungee tower.
I NT. PERCY'S LIVING ROOM - N GHT
A hal f eaten bowl of popcorn sits on the coffee table next to
a I?rge gl ass of soda. Percy is engaged in rapid channel
surfing.

gix RI NGS of the door bell. Percy drags hinself to the front
oor.



_ TI GER

H .
PERCY

What's up?
TI GER

Not hi ng. Wanna watch TV?
PERCY

| am wat ching TV.
TI GER

Want to watch it with ne?
PERCY

Do | have a choice?
TI GER _

No. | gotta be hone in a half hour

anyway cause nonis calling.
PERCY

How cone nomonly calls you?
TI GER

Cause you're a jerk and never return her

cal I s.
Ti ger trucks past and plops down on the couch.

TI GER
What are you wat chi ng?

PERCY
Laker gane, a rerun of the Brady Bunch,

Star Wars, and sone stupid novie on the

Spani sh Channel .

The Phone RINGS four tines, clearly irritating h
PERCY
Hel |l o, what?

I NT. ALLISON S OFFI CE - SAME TI ME

Al'lison sits back in her high back office chair,
propped up on her desk.

ALLI SON
I s that how you answer your phone now?

PERCY
No, that's how | belch in French. What
do you want ?

m

her feet
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- ALLISON _
|"mafraid ny news isn't good. Paul is
definitely getting his own show To hear

himtell 1t, he's been carrying you for
soneti ne.

PERCY
Yeah, right.

ALLI SON
Vel |, your ratings are down, l|argely
because you' ve becone, and I'n1guot|ng
your audi ence here, "cynical and nean
spirited". If you read between the
1 nes, maybe the partnership has run its
course. Look, I'mleaving the office
now, why don't | cone by, and we can
talk. 1 want to bounce sonething off
you.

PERCY
| don't think this is a good idea,
Al lison.

ALLI SON
| haven't been there for you in the past.
| want you to know, |'mhere for you now.
"1l be by in an hour.

_ PERCY _ _

Fine. | gotta go; I'min the mddle of a

great novi e.

He hangs up the phone.

TTGER _
How do you know this is a great novie?
They' re tal king i n Spani sh.

PERCY
| don't knowif it's a good novie or not.
| just told her that because | didn't
want to talk on the phone anynore.

TI GER
If you didn't want to talk, why did you
answer the phone?

~ PERCY
Because it rang. | don't know Must
there be an answer for everything!?
TI GER

Way woul dn't there be an answer for
everyt hi ng?

PERCY _
Do not ask ne anot her question.

S7.



TI GER _
Just one nore. Tonorrow s Saturday, wll
you take ne spaceship racing?

PERCY
Wat's in it for ne?

TI GER

Maybe you coul d ask that other boy and
his nmom Then you coul d kiss her.

PERCY _ _
Where do you cone up with this stuff?

TI GER
"Il take that as a yes. Thanks.

Tiger affectionately slips his armaround Percy's neck.

TI GER
Hey, Percy.

PERCY
Yeah.

TI GER

Can we watch sonething in English?
| NT. PERCY'S BEDROOM - N GHT - LATER

W hear someone having sex at a feverish pitch. Suddenly,
Al'l'ison barks out.

ALLI SON .
Now  Spank me, dam it.

. PERCY I _ I g
e you sure, ny palmprint's already
enbedded on your ass?

ALLI SON
Spank ne. Fuck ne. Spank ne. Fuck ne.

PERCY o
You're confusing me. Wichis it?
ALLI SON
Spank nme!  Now
SMACK.
ALLI SON
o
PERCY

Too hard?

58.
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ALLI SON
(scream ng)
No, agal n.

One | ast spank, and Al lison screans in ecstacy. They quickly
col | apses on the bed, spent. A nonent |ater:

Percy lifts the sheet covering Allison's breast.

_ PERCY
How di d you get Goodyear's nane off the
si de of those puppies anyway?

ALLI SON
As usual, hiding behind a joke. Wy do
you have to be such a dick to ne?

PERCY _
Don't feel special, | doit to everyone.

ALLI SON
You can avoid the issue as much as you
want, but you know what just happened
here? 1t's us, Percy and Allison. W're

magi c together. [It's always been that
way, ever since we did our norning show
t oget her.

PERCY

That was a |long tine ago. And, one night
of pin the tail on Allison doesn't
constitute getting back together.

ALLI SON
Can we act like adults for like two
m nutes? | know you're nad, but get over
it already. Christ, what do want from ne
bl ood?
(pauses)

You know, from your audience's point-of -
view, it's gonna |ook |ike Paul walked
away fromyou, if you' re off the air for
even a short period of tine.

PERCY .
How can you just junp from spanking, to
sex, to business, in ten seconds?

ALLI SON
If you think about it, it's all kind of
related, don't you think?

_ PERCY
No, it's not. At any rate, | need to
talk to Paul before | make any deci sions.
ALLI SON

Go ahead. He'll just deny it. You do
realize your contract can be broken by
(MORE)



60.
ALLISON (cont'd)

ether of you with only fourteen days

notice. Listen, | know you said you

weren't interested, but |'ve been talking

to ny managenent. They're willing to

step uP_to the plate to the tune of three

point five mllion over three years.

That's an increase in salary of 35%

PERCY
Real | y!
ALLI SON
Take your tine and think about it, I'm

not going to nake an offer to that

obnoxi ous jerk out of Chicago for a week
or so. | told you | was here for you,
this tinme.

Allison rolls over and goes to sl eep.

FADE OUT AND FADE | N
PERCY' S BEDROOM - LATER
Allison lies out cold on the far side of the bed.
In the quiet of the night, Percy |lies w de awake starinP_at
nothln?. He has never felt lonelier in his life. He slips
silently from bed.
PERCY' S LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

He picks up the phone, dials a phone nunber witten on a
scrap of paper and drops down on the couch.

I NT. ILENA"S BEDROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Sﬁund asleep, llena is startled awake by the RI NG NG of the
phone.

| LENA
Hel | o.

PERCY
H, lIlena. This is Percy Powers. [|'m
sorry to call so late.

| LENA

What tine is it?

Percy grinmaces at the question.

PERCY
About one, | think. I'msorry about the
hour, but | was wondering. |'mtaking

Tiger over to race spaceshi ps tonorrow
nmor ni ng and he wanted to know i f Sammy
and you mght like to join us.
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A sleepy smle crosses Ilena' s face.

_ | LENA
Tiger wanted to know?

Thg{e's an awkward silence. Percy bangs his head on the side
t abl e.

_ | LENA
|"d Iike to, but we have ot her plans.

PERCY
Ch. It was just a thought.

| LENA
|'mtaking Sammy to the aquarium Wul d
you like to join us?

PERCY
Ch, that sounds kind of...

_ | LENA
Educat i onal .
PERCY
Yeah, that's what | was about to say.
W' || neet you there, what tine?
| LENA

N ne. Good night.
I | ena hangs up the phone, hugs her pillow and drifts off.

SurPrised by her acceptance, Percy |eans back on the sofa and
falls asl eep.

EXT. BI RCH AQUARI UM - TI DEPOCLS I N BACK - MORNI NG
Tiger and Sammy are in front of a crowd which is follow ng an

AQUARIUM QU DE. Ilena and Percy |inger behind the crowd.
A UM GUI DE
Now, if you'll follow ne back inside,
we' |l continue our tour.
TI GER

Can we see the Tuna Fi sh tornado now?

6SHARIUNIGUIDE
The what ? , you nean the school of
Sardines that swwmin a circle. Sure

foll ow ne.

| LENA
He's so cute. Wiat the hell happened to
you?

Percy flips her the "bite nme" | ook.
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PERCY _
Wanna hang out here a bit? | asked the
tour guide to keep an eye on those two.

| LENA
You did, huh? Sure.

Dl SSALVE TGO

Enj oyi ng the ocean view, |lena and Percy chat on the aquarium

deck.

| LENA
|'ve been in the US for four years. Not
counting the coll ege years.

PERCY _
You went to college here in the States?

| LENA
| didn't actually go to college; | worked
cleaning the rest roons in the
dormtories.

PERCY
Oh.
(pauses)
You' re kidding right?
| LENA
You're really not sure, are you? Yes,
went to college. | recieved ny Masters
from USC
PERCY
Masters? Ww. USC s a good school
| LENA

You're surprised? Wat exactly did you
i magi ne ny background to be? A poor
Mexican girl conmes to the USto live off
of your wel fare systen®

PERCY
That's not fair. | don't know what |
expected. | don't know anything about

you. Maybe | have got sone preconceived
noti ons.

~ ILENA
Preconcei ved notions are the roots of
raci sm

PERCY

Is it racismif you aren't aware you have
a preconcei ved notion?
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| LENA
Good coneback.

Hummm  Maybe he's not so stupid.

There is silence. Not unconfortable silence, but the good
kind of silence. Like when you suddenly realize you're
enjoying a stranger's conpany.

| LENA _ _
The doctors call it "El ective Mitisnt.
It's triggered by a traumati c experience.

Not sure of what to say, Percy sinply leans in closer, giving
Ilena all of his attention.

She speaks softly to avoid prying ears. This is very
difficult for her to say.

| LENA
It was Sammy's sixth birthday party. It
was pouring rain outside, and this drunk
man showed up screamng at the top of his

lungs, "I know you're sleeping with
w fel" Daniel, ny husband, went outside
totry and talk to him but the man
attacked him | was callin% 911 when
heard the gun shot. Sammy had run
ﬁutside to help his father and...he saw
im..
(pauses) _
He hasn't spoken since.
PERCY
That's terrible. 1'msorry for your
| oss.
(pauses)
Was he cheati ng?
| LENA

No, of course not. He was a terrible

flirt, but he would never cheat on ne. |

Lust t hought maybe you shoul d know what
appened.

DI SSOLVE TQ

The couple are watching Tiger's "Tuna Fi sh Tornado" inside
t he aquari um

PERCY
For some reason, this kind of rem nds me
of ny torrid one year marriage. Just a
| ot of spinning round and round and no
one goi ng anywher e.
(pauses
Then one day Al lison cane hone and said
(MORE)



PERCY (cont'd)
"I"'mleaving;, it's your fault, and I'm
not wasting time on a therapist."

I LENA _
Wy? D d she give you a reason? D d you
expect it?

PERCY
W had sone problens, but who doesn't. |
didn't think anything was insurnountable.
| was willing to | et her use the renote
control part of the tine. | only watched
one football gane a week, and | al ways
made sure the toilet seat was down.

Wl |, al nost al ways.
| LENA o )
:t sounds like you were wlling to give a
ot.
PERCY

It seened like a lot at the tinme. Her
i ssues started nounting when we were
trying to have kids.

| LENA
What happened?

PERCY
This specialist said | was firing bl anks.
Two days |ater, she |eft.

| LENA
Just like that? That nust have been
devastating. She really hurt you; | hear
it in your voice.

PERCY
It's no big deal. 1It's in the past now.

Ti ger and Sanmmy scanper around the corner at Mach speed.

TI GER
Did you know the nale Sea Horse is the
one who has the babies?

| LENA
No, | didn't.

TI GER _
And you know what a Sea Horse sounds |ike
under wat er ?

| LENA
No, what ?

TI GER
Bl ub, bl ub, blub

The com c¢ duo bust up laughing. Ilena is delighted.



He gives her a beautiful

Qoops!

Samy
head.

o TI GER
This is for you, Ilena.

| LENA
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SEA HORSE hand crafted from crystal

h, ng gosh, thank you. You shouldn't
have bo

ught ne anyt hi ng.

. TI ER . - - .
| didn't, Percy did. | just picked it
out .
| LENA
Oh.
PERCY

It's fromboth of us. Just a thank you

for inviting us.

| LENA
Vel |, thank you, both. W should get
goi ng.

PERCY
Listen, I was wondering. Tiger and |
goof off when | have free tinme. Maybe we
could all just, you know, spend sone nore
ti me together.

| LENA
Vell, maybe. | just don't want to
confuse Sammy. 1'mafraid he may get the

w ong i dea.

PERCY
What wrong i dea?

He's got your there, girl.
| LENA

(bl ushi ng)
V%Y don't we try a couple of days a week.
'l try to clear sone tine.

PERCY

Good. I'Il give you a call

| LENA

Sammy, conme on. It's tine to go. I'll

talk to you soon.

scoots up to Percy and hugs his waist again. Slightly
enbarrassed, but ultimately pleased, Percy strokes Samy's

| ooks up with his big blue eyes.
but the words just won't cone.

He opens his nmouth to



_ PERCY
If it's okay with you, we'll cone by and
see you later this week. GCkay?

A smle. A nod yes.

| NT.

RADI O STATI ON STUDI O - MORNI NG

66.

The atnosphere is far fromrel axed, but the boys are in "the
zone".

| NT.

PERCY
Sandra, this is Percy Powers of the Percy
and Paul Show. Listen, we have the Love
Doctor in the studio, and we are trying
to help one of our listeners who has a
problem Do you know a gentl eman by the
nane of Max?

SANDRA (O S.)

| used to.
PERCY

Ch oh. Love Doctor, this is serious.
PAUL

Sandra, listen to ne. Max called ne,

drowning in renorse and confided that his
attenpts to reconcile with you have been
spur ned.

DONNA' S COFFEE HOUSE - SAMVE Tl VE

W see an ECU of only SANDRA' S MOUTH.

SANDRA
You got that right, | told himto kiss ny
ass!

PAUL (O S.)

What if his actions weren't as

i ntentional as you thought? Do you want
to go on living the rest of your life not
knowi ng for sure.

SANDRA
What are you saying, that | nade a
m st ake?
BACK IN THE STUDI O
PAUL

Paul

| spoke to Max a few m nutes ago, and
here is what the poor nman told ne.
Li sten carefully.

| oads a cartridge with Max's VO CE recorded on it.



MAX (V. Q)
"I want her back. | realize that | was
j ust nervous about getting married, but I
ove her nore than anything".

PAUL
V¢ asked hi mwhy he slept with another
woman. He said this.

Paul hits the play button and the cartridge spins out the
answer .

MAX (V. Q)
"I didn't sleep with her. She just gave
me a ride home cause | was too drunk to
drive nyself".

- PAUL _ _
Do you think you may have judged himtoo
severel y?

SANDRA (O S.)
How do | know the fool isn't lyin ?

PAUL
| don't have that answer, but you heard
h|n15ﬁeak|ng fromhis heart. What does
your heart tell you?

SANDRA (O S.)
| don't know.

PAUL
Sandra, Max is maltlng for you, at a
phone booth, one bl ock away on the corner

of "A" street and seventh. [|f you can
forgive himand still want him go tell
him He's waiting for you, right now
Good bye.

Wth the push of his finger, Paul hangs up the |ine.

W see a HAND turn up the volune on an kitchen radi o, and
when the CAMERA pulls back we realize we are in:

| LENA" S KI TCHEN

Deon, MELODY, a shr thin woman with thick glasses, and
CHANTEL, a large, |oud African-Anerican wonman, are huddl ed
around the kitchen radio.

I ena wal ks up behi nd them

| LENA _
W're ready to start | adies.

DEON
Shhhhh.
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- CHANTEL _
If that girl don't take himback, she's
wacked, that's all!

| LENA
What girl...

DEQN, CHANTEL AND
VELODY
Shhhhhhhh!

BACK AT THE STATI ON

PERCY
W have Max on |ine 4.

_ PAUL
Max, is that you?

MAX (O S.)
' mhere, man. What did she say?

PERCY _
It's safe to say, she's pissed at you

MAX (Q S.) _
I told you. It's all over, | just know
It.

PAUL
Wl |, the Love Doctor has struck out
bef or e.

MAX (Q S.)
Yeah, you're probably right. 1 don't
have nuch to offer her

PERCY
Wait a mnute, Max! How can you sa
that? You have your love. Do you know
how many people go through life w thout
soneone to | ove then?

PAUL
Do you see her yet, Max?

MAX (O S.)
No. Wait, there's soneone comn' round
t he corner. Maybe it's her...No, it's
not her.

Jodi notions for themto take a break

PERCY
Jodi, just hold on! It's not the end of
the frickin' world it we don't get an ad
on the air. Max, do you see her yet?
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MAX (Q S.)
Not hi ng man.

SILENCE. A radio station's kiss of death.

W see a HAND turn up the volune on a car radi o, then we see
TWO WOMEN in an office huddle closer to their radio. Next we
see Mel ody, Chantel, Deon, Ilena and THREE OTHER WOMEN from

t he support group all hanging on every word.

BACK AT THE STATI ON

MAX (O S.)
She's not comng. | blewit. Thanks for
trying guys. | guess it's just not neant
to be.

PERCY _ o
Don't say that! Nothing is just neant to
be. If you want her...

Through the phone line we hear HONKI NG. First the tinty
toot of a small Japanese car. Then a old Dodge truck jolns
inalong with the distinctive sound of a Mercedes. Now
dozens of cars horns are bl asting away.

~ PERCY
Wiat's going on down there, Max? Wat's
all the noise?

I NT. PHONE BOOTH - SAME TI ME
EXTREME CU OF MAX' S MOUTH

MAX
| don't know. Car horns just started
honki ng down the street and it's gettin’
| ouder. There's a crowd of people
wal king this way. GCh ny God! [It's her

IN THE STUDI O - CONTI NUQUS

PERCY
Does she have a gun?

PAUL
Shut up. Wat does she look like? 1Is
she happy? Sad? Wat?

MAX (O S.)
It's hard to say. Aw, she's |ookin'
good. She's sashaying and | ookin' |ike a
mllion dollars. Ch, thank you guys.
PERCY

That honking is our listeners in the
area. How cool is that? Hey, Max.



MAX (Q S.)
Yeah.
PERCY
You take care of her, you hear.
MAX (Q S.)
For the rest of ny life man, for the res
of ny life.

70.

t

Max's howl of celebration evaporates as the phone |ine goes

dead.
PAUL
You are listening to Q@8. W'I| be back
in a mnute.
Percy and Paul give each other high fives.
I NT. 1LENA'S KI TCHEN - SAME Tl ME

Il ena and the girls are all cheering and | aughi ng.

MELCDY
It was neant to be for them
CHANTEL .
That was so sweet. Ilena, is your boy
Percy that romantic in real life?
DEON
What are you tal ki ng about ?
CHANTEL

Il ena's dating, Percy Powers, the nost
eligible bachelor in tow, that's all.

MELQDY _
You' re dating Percy Powers. Wy didn't
you tell us?

Il ena is taken back by their excitenment for her.
shyly.

| LENA
It wasn't. They're not dates.

CHANTEL
(Wth attitude)

She sm | es

Uh huh. Once mght not be a date. Twi ce

is definitely dating.

_ | LENA
W' re just friends.

ALL THE A RLS
Yeah, right. Uh huh. Sure.



CHANTEL
If it were nme, |1'd be in the kitchen
rlght_nOM/baklng hima | ove pie, topPed
ofd with a order of barenaked Chantel ala
node.
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| NT. RADI O STATI ON STUDI O - HALLWAY QUTSI DE PAUL'S OFFI CE -

LATER

Percy is net with a partially closed door. He raises his

fist to knock, before realizing Paul is on the phone.
listens.

PAUL
W need to work out a few of the details,
but 1'mconfortable with the show s
format. The thought of being on the air
alone is a bit unsettling, but |I'msure
the anxiety will pass quickly with each
sﬂpmg Wien are we goi ng to announce
t hi s”

Bet r ayal
EXT. ILENA' S HOUSE - DAY - LATER

Percy steps up to the front door rings the DOORBELL.
opens the door.

| LENA
Hel | o.

PERCY
H. | nade it.

| LENA

| see that. You said on the phone you
wanted to take Sammy to a novi e.

PERCY
Yeah. | thought we could all go see that
new pi cture about the kid and his dog.

Sammy wal ks up to the door.

PERCY
Hey there, little dude. You ready to go?

He

Il ena

ena sw ngs opens the screen door, and Samry steps out on

I
t he porch.

_ | LENA
A ve ne a hug, sweetheart.
Sammy gives her a hug. Percy's face...wait a mnute,
isn't the plan.

PERCY
Aren't you com ng?

this
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| LENA
No, | have too much work to do.
Are you two going to be okay al one
t oget her ?
PERCY
Ch sure. | just thought we were all
goi ng.
| LENA
Maybe next time. |'ve got to get back

i nside. Have fun, sweetheart.

Il ena smles, waves goodbye and cl oses the door. Percy | ooks
at the kid, unconfortably

EXT. ILENA'S HOUSE - DAY - DAYS LATER

Percy rings the DOCRBELL. Sammy opens the door and then
shuts it behind him

PERCY
Where's your non?

Sammy shrugs his shoul ders and grabs Percy's hand pulling him
toward the car. W see |lena peeking out the wi ndow as they
wal kK away.

EXT. PARK BENCH - M SSI ON BEACH - LATER

The two sit on a park bench. %gers zi p past. Bet ween
them..a to-go bag froma Iocal anbur ger jOInt
PERCY
Ever Put cat sup and mayonnai se m xed on
your fries?

Sammy give hima | ook of disgust.

PERCY

What!? It's good. | bet your nom
doesn't even et you eat good stuff |ike
this, does she°

(no reply
Ddn't thin so._ Does she let you eat
donkey guts or pig eyeballs, good stuff
like that?

(no answer)
Did you know that in the southern tip of
|taly the people turn purple on Easter
Day? Al of "em They wake up purple.

énothlng)
What do you want for Christmas this year?

Now he's ?ot Sammy's attention. Sammy thinks for a second,
then sinply shrugs his shoul ders.



73.

PERCY
You're a tough nut to crack, you know
t hat ?

(gauses)

| may be changing ny job, you know.
partner of ten years snuck up behind ne
and stuck a big knife right in the mddle
of ny back and then tw sted it....

Shocked at the description, Sammy stops eating.

PERCY

| don't know what to do. | really don't
like the idea of working for Venom
that's what Tiger and ne call ny ex-wife
She woul d nmake ny life a living hell.

(pauses
So, do you think your nomlikes nme?

(no response
Verdict's still out, huh? |1'mglad we
had this little talk. Conme on, it's tine
to get you back

I NT. ALLISON S OFFI CE - DAY

Percy, Allison, and DANA, Percy's agent, are huddl ed around a
conference table readi ng contracts.

- DANA |
Vll, this is certainly a lucrative
offer. Are you sure Paul is |eaving you?

PERCY
| heard himnyself.
~ ALLISON o
Call his Agent if you don't believe it.
_ DANA _
If it's true, | don't want to tip our

hand. W want it to sound |ike you left
him not the other way around.

- PERCY : .
It was his choice. So is everything cool
on this contract?

DANA
For the nost part, but | insist that this
contract not be disclosed to the public
until after the second quarter.

ALLI SON
That's seven weeks away. W want to
start publicity now.

DANA _ _
Percy's year-end bonus is paid out on the
thirty first of next nonth. | don't want

(MORE)



DANA (cont'd)
to give themany reason not to pay it.
I'mgoing to hand wite that condition on
the contract.

ALLI SON
Fi ne.

Dana wites the conditions on the docunent.

DANA
It's up to you, Percy.

Percy pauses for a second. Finally, he grabs the contract,
signs 1t and hands it to Allison, who al so signs.

ALLI SON
Vel cone aboard.
PERCY
Dana, can you excuse us? | need to speak

to Allison in private.

DANA
"1l show nysel f out.

Dana lets herself out of the office.

PERCY
| don't want to upset you, but | don't
t hi nk we shoul d conti nue seei ng each
ot her, now that we're working together.

. . ALLI SON

Fine with me.

_ PERCY

Fine? Uh...good. |'Il see you |ater.

Surprised by her agreenent, he |eaves. MR NORTON(S50's),
scumbag in a designer suit, enters froma second door

MR NORTON
Vel | ?

Al lison waves the contract and sm | es.

ALLI SON
| thought for sure they were gonna cal
Paul 's agent and bust nme. Did you hear
t he part about the disclosure?

MR NCORTON _ .
Wio cares? He's just bait to unload this
pi ece of crap station anyway.

ALLI SON
What if we can't sell it by the tine he
conmes to work? How are we gonna pay his
sal ary?
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MR NORTON
If it goes that far, we'll force his
partner to sign on and split the three
mllion salary. W nmake a killing either
way.

ALLI SON
You think Paul will do that?

MR NORTON
Are you kidding ne? One's worthless
w thout the other. W'Il toss in another
half ml to make it look like we're
trying.

Norton reaches behind himand | ocks the door. He crosses to
Allison and unbuttons the front of her bl ouse.

MR NORTON
Now, why don't we cel ebrate properly?

He pushes her back on the top of her desk.

| NT. PERCY' S VI PER - DAY

Tiger's hands dart back and forth out the toE of Percy's
e

convertible, as he plays with the force of t wi nd.
TI GER
|t doesn't nake any sense to ne. |If it's
being carried by a boat why don't they
call it a shipnent?
PERCY
Because that's call ed cargo.
TI GER
So what is a shipnent, then?
PERCY
It's something being transferred by a car
or truck.
_ TIGER
If it's being carried by a car, why don't
they call it cargo?
PERCY

You're doing this on purpose, aren't you?
Caught in the act. Tiger |aughs |oudly.

They cruise to a stop in front of Ilena' s house.
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INT. 1LENA"S LI'VING ROOM - SAME TI ME

Il ena answers the door. You can tell by her expression;
she' s pl eased.

| LENA
Hey, you. | thought you were comng to
see Sammy tonorrow?

PERCY

VW were in the nei ghborhood so we took a
chance that you m ght be hone.

TI GER
What do you nean in the nei ghborhood?
W' ve been driving for half an hour and
ﬁlnvst got ran over by a truck to get
ere.

PERCY e .
Do you realize howdifficult you nake it
for nme to lie?

TI GER
That's ny job, to nake his life
m ser abl e.

| LENA

You're very good at your job. Wy don't
you sar H to Sammy. H s roomis down
the hall on the right.

Ti ger bolts past her for Sammy's bedroom

| LENA
| can't begin to tell you how much better
Sammy' s been | ately.

Percy gl ances inside and sees Chantel, Deon, Nblody, and the
ﬁther girls peeking around the corner. Ml ody shyly waves at
i m

_ PERCY
| didn't realize you had guests.
Tupper war e?

| LENA
It's a support group.

PERCY _
How about if Tiger and | hang out with
Sammy until your neeting' s over?

| LENA
Alright, but I'mpretty busy today.

PERCY
What' s new?
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QUT IN ILENA'S FRONT YARD - M NUTES LATER

The boys play a daring ganme of |awn darts. One dart soars
hi gh over Ilena' s hedge and |ands in the neighbor's yard. A
cat cones running out causing all three to |augh.

IN ITLENA'S LI VING ROOM - SAME TI ME

Looki ng out her living roomw ndow, |lena is nmesnerized
wat chi ng t hem pl ay.

Il ena can't hel p sneaking gl ances while the neetinP
continues. Suddenly, she sees Sammy staggering hol di ng one
of the large darts which appears to be stuck in his chest.

She gasps and junps to her feet. Wen Percy junFs up and
down pretending one is stuck in his ass, she realizes it's
all part of their play.

ﬁhe giggles out loud. The ladies in the group all | ook at
er.
| LENA
l"msorry. | was just...
CHANTEL .
Just watching that hunk of a man in your
front yard, 1s what you was doin'. Don't
deny it, girl.

Totally nailed, the other girls giggle.
| N THE FRONT YARD

V¢ see PercY_and the boys attenpting to play soccer, but it
| ooks nmore like a three car pile up.

BACK I NSIDE | LENA' S LI VI NG ROOM

Qut of the corner of her eye, Ilena sees Tiger kick the bal
into Sammy's face. As Sammy puckers up to cry, |lena watches
Percy give hima little hug for confort. H s tenderness
surprises her.

Ilena can't take it anynore, she | ooks down at her watch.

| LENA _
Ch, look at the tine! W need to wap it
up, now.

MELCDY .
We have another fifteen m nutes.

CHANTEL

Mel ody, did a big ol' nmug of rootbeer hit
gou upsi de the head when you were a
aby!? You heard the worman, it's tinme to

go!
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I NT. 1 LENA"S BEDROOM - M NUTES LATER

Il ena | ooks at her reflection in the mrror. Her hair is
pul l ed back and a bit nmessy. She caresses her cheek and
stares attentively at herself. After nearly a year of self-
i nposed exile, perhaps the tine has cone.

Pulling out the hair clip, she releases her beautiful black
hair and brushes it out. Fighting the urge to stop, she
apﬁlles l'ipstick and a snmall anount of rouge. She lets go of
a

eavy sigh. The small, but significant transformation, is
conpl et e.
A SOFT KNOCK is heard at the bedroom door.
| LENA
Yes.

The door opens as Fiona quietly steps into the room

FIONA
VWell, are we getting ready for the bal
G nderel | a?

~ILENA |
| was just fixing nyself up a little.
FI ONA _
You | ook beautiful. He really likes you,
you know.
_ | LENA . .
Ch Fiona. M heart is racing. | don't

know if | can do this.

Eiona wal ks to Ilena and pulls her tight in an affectionate
ug.

| LENA
| think about himall the tine. | fee
like I"'mfalling in love, and | don't
even know him It's crazy.

Fiona pulls Ilena fromher enbrace and holds her face in her
hands.

FI ONA
Life's crazy sonetinmes. That's what
makes it exciting.

EXT. ILENA'S FRONT YARD

|l ena coyly strolls into the yard. She finds Percy hol ding
Sammy upsi de down by the ankles trying to shake a soccer bal
free fromhis hands.

PERCY .
You can't use your hands in soccer. Let
go, or I'"Il shake your brains out.
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| LENA _ _
How do you shake out sonething that isn't
t here?

Percy sets Sammy down on hi s head.

. | LENA
D d you know those | awn darts you were
playing with are illegal ?
PERCY _
Real ly. | wondered why the neighbors
threw em in the garbage. Al finished
wi th your neeting?
. . | LEM . .
Al finished. | have another neeting in
an hour though.
PERCY
When do you take tine out?
| LENA _
Ch, look at your arm You're bl eeding.
PERCY _
Ch yeah, | owe you a new sprinkler
| LENA

That's bad! Conme with ne.
INT. ILENA'S KITCHEN - A LITTLE LATER
Percy sits at the kitchen table pretending to be annoyed by

the nedical attention he's receiving. She pours a snal
anmount of antiseptic on his cut.

PERCY
oM  Wiat was that? Battery acid?
_ | LENA
No, it's Draino. It's supposed to flush
out the B.S. | may need to get another
can for you
PERCY

You are a laugh a mnute, you know t hat.
(choosing his words careful ly)

| was wondering. | have to go to a party

tonight, and | haven't had a chance to

ask anyone. The truth is I couldn't

t hink of anyone | wanted to go

with...until now

| LENA
Ch. 1...1...yes. | think Fiona can stay
wi th Sammy.
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PERCY _
REaIIg? | nmean good. Ckay. It's kind
of a big to do so you mght have to...
| LENA
Take a bath?
PERCY .
(getting defen5|ve% _
Ch, no. | just neant the dress is fornal
so. ..
| LENA
(1 aughi ng) .
|'msure | can scrape sonething toget her.
What tine?
PERCY

"1l pick you up at seven. Hold still,
you have a piece of cotton in your hair.

He reaches forward and gently picks it fromher hair. Both

defenses drop. Their eyes lock. Percy leans forward to kiss
her..... Tiger and Sanmmy burst in the front door.
TI GER
Let's go. |'mhungry.

They instinctively pull back. A smle fromboth of them

PERCY
'l be here at seven.

| NT. PERCY' S BEDROOM - LATER
Putting the final touches on his bowie, Percy admres his

tuxedo clad body in the mrror. Tiger sits on the bed
wat ching as Percy breaks into a little song and dance.

PERCY
' mlookin" good. |'msexier than..
~ TIGER
Brand Pitt!
PERCY

(heading for the living roon
Brad Pitt, oh yeah. Wy |I'm sexier

t han. .

TI GER
George d ooney!

PERCY _ _
George d ooney, hell yeah, sing it ny
brother. |'msexier than...

TI GER

Dan Rat her!
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PERCY
Dan Rat her ?

Ti ger shrugs and | ooks at the phone.

TI GER
Mom t hinks he's cute. Hey, you got a
nessage.

PERCY

Probably some wonman's nagazi ne wanting to
shoot a photo spread.

Percy hits the answering nmachine on the side table.

ILENA (O S.)
H, Percy, this is Ilena. ['msorry, but
| totally forgot I have a guest comng in
fromout of town. |'mafraid | have to
cancel. Perhaps we can get together
another tine. [I'Il talk to later. Bye.
TI GER
Ch, no, llena can't go.

The di sappointnment is brutal.
| NT. BALLROOM OF A LARGE HOTEL - NI GHT

The ball roomis extravagantly decorated; 1930's Latin

tropical flair. Palmtrees and |ush greenerr_add to the

;eed. | ce scul ptures adorn the long tables lined with exotic
oods.

The guests, dressed in beautiful eveninP gowns and t uxedos,
mngle and sip exotic drinks. A band plays softly as Percy
sits by hinself at the bar. Paul notices and wanders over.

PAUL
You look a little woebegone. Wat's
goi ng on?

PERCY

Ch nothing that a little stab in the back
won't cure.

PAUL
Alright, I've had it. Wat the hell's
wong wth you?

PERCY
What's wong with me, is you! | know all
about your new show and your fat new
contract. Did you really think you could
keep it from ne?

PAUL
| planned on telling you about the show.
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PERCY
What | don't understand is how you coul d
do this to me. The guy who took a 25%
pay cut to be your partner! The sane guy
who sat with your wfe in the hospita
for two days after your car accident.
Renmenber me, the guy you naned your cat's
litter box after.

PAUL
Are you finished? First of all, |'m
hosting a two hour Jazz show for PBS
Radi o on Sunday nights. |'mdonating ny

big fat salary back to them And second,
they ask me to keep it quiet until ny
partici pati on was approved by our

station.
PERCY
Ch, this is bad.
PAUL
No, I'Il tell you what's bad. Bad is
ou, professing a two day vigil in ny

ospi tal room when we both know your main
obj ective was hosing that nurse with the
big hooters. You're ny best friend,
don't you think I would talk to you
before maki ng any |ife changing
deci si ons?

PERCY
Ch man. You're gonna kill ne.

PAUL
Now what did you do?

The MJSI C of the band, mxed with the CROND NO SE that fills
Lhe F?IIroon] is heard over their ani mated conversati on
inally:

PERCY
I'mreally sorry, man. | don't know what
to do?

PAUL

You're real ly amazing sonetinmes. You
know what their next nove will be? They
are gonna want us both to work for the
anount you signed for.

PERCY
That's not good?

PAUL
Not unless you |like a seventy sone
percent drop in incomne.

Becka bolts up to them
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BECKA
"They're heeere". M. Otega is soO
handsone. | don't know what it is, but
Latino men | ook so, | don't know,
di sti ngui shed, al nost regal ?

Several eloquently dressed COUPLES file into the ballroom

Percy suddenly realizes that one wonman, acconpanying M
ORTEGA, | ooks famliar.

| TS | LENA.

She | ooks AMAZING in a beautiful |ong evening gown, her dark
hair pulled back tightly.

PERCY
What the hell is this!?

LATER

As the evening progresses, we see Percy sneaking | ooks at
Ilena. Ilena notices Percy and tries to catch his eye. He
stubbornly | ooks away, keeping his distance.

After another trip to the bar, Percy scans the ballroom for
Il ena and finds her dancing with M. Otega.

He's had it! He darts over to Becka and grabs her hand.

PERCY
Want to dance, Becka?
BECKA
| guess...
Bef ore she can answer, Percy yanks her onto the dance fl oor
next to Ilena and Otega. The nusic is slow and soft. Ilena
turns, finding herself looking directly into Percy's eyes.
PERCY
(to Ilena)

Thi s coul d have been you, you know.
Ilena only smles at him

PERCY
Conpany fromout of town, huh? Were's
he visiting from the old fol ks honme?

As Otega swngs her anay slowy, Percy can't tear his eyes
awnay.

BECKA
Are you alright?

PERCY
['mfine.



He breaks for the bal cony.
QUT ON THE BALCONY

Percy | eans over the bal cony,

Il ena strolls up behind him

He turns his attention back to the city |ights bel ow

1
W

en
th

a noves next to Percy and gives hima playful
her hi p.

| LENA
Don't junp, things aren't that bad.

PERCY
You nust've had quite the little Iaugh
|'ve been sitting here all night wt
visions of you at hone playi ng Parchesee
with Aunt Trini. Then | find you here
Iooking i ke Cosnopolitan's wonan of the
year, hanging on the armof sone old fart
who. . . never m nd.

PERCY
What are you doi ng out here anyway? You
shoul dn't upset your date, at his age, he
m ght have a heart attack.

| LENA
You know, if | didn't know any better,
|"d think you were jeal ous. Considering
he's scheduled to run in a marathon in

the norning, | would say ny uncle's heart
can stand the strain.
PERCY

Otega' s your Uncle?

| LENA
Not that | owe you any expl anations, but
| had no idea we were com ng here
tonight. | understand he's part owner in
several radio station. He mght be your
new boss soon.

PERCY
So |'ve heard.

| LENA
M/ uncle's a wonderful man. He wants to
hel p me start a program for abused wonen
in Mexico. D dyou know at |east one in
every five wonen are abused in Mexico?

~ PERCY
No, | didn't know that. You' re not gonna
nove are you?

84.

absorbs the lights of the city.

body check



| LENA o
| don't know. Maybe. It's hard raising
a son without famly nearby.
(turning towards the |ights)
The lights of the city are beautiful

t oni ght.
PERCY
So are you.
Il ena | ooks down.
PERCY

Wy is it so hard for you to accept a
conpl i ment ?

| LENA
It never sounds sincere to ne.

PERCY
" mvery sincere.

| LENA
| hope you are. [It's ny problem
Believe ne, there is nothing in this
world | would Iike better than to...open
up nore.

PERCY
What are you worried about? |'ve pretty

much cornered the market in [ooking |ike
an ass. AmI|l right?

| LENA
You have a point there.
PERCY
Vell, let's have it. Tell ne sonething

about you. Sonething | don't know.
Sonet hi ng you' ve never told anyone.

| LENA
| wsh it was that easy. It's just that
| let sonmeone take away who | was once. |
don't want that to ever happen again.

PERCY
And?
| LENA
You don't understand.
PERCY

Maybe you're nmaking it nore conplicated
than it really is.

Il ena hesitates for a nonent then:
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| LENA
Have you ever done sonething so horrible
Bha&vevery day you wi sh you could take it
ack”

PERCY
Ch yeah. One tinme | nmade a sign that
said "He's fakin% it, triﬁ_hinT! and |
taped it to the back of this blind guy
that used to conme into the station

| LENA
(qurting out)
husband's death. | called the man who
killed him | called and told himny
husband was sleeping with his wfe.

PERCY _
Ww, your story is worse than m ne.

| LENA
Can you believe | was so stupid? |
t hought he woul d keeP her away from
Daniel, and that would be the end of it.
| didn't know what else to do. So |
called him

PERCY . _

He put you in that situation.
| LENA

They weren't sl eeping together.
PERCY

On!
She pushes on as the tears start to flow

| LENA
| lied to you before, Daniel had cheated
on ne. Many tines. | had no nore trust
to give him | had been so hurt and
humliated. | felt like I couldn't take
it anynore. So, | called him If | just
woul d have | eft things al one.

PERCY _
It's not your fault. You didn't know.

Percy pulls her tight against his chest.

Frominside, we hear the band's electric guitar as it sings
out the opening notes fromthe sexy Latin |ove ballad we
first heard at |l eana' s hone.

After a nonment, they begin to sway gently to the nusic and
Il ena settles down.
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| LENA
| love this song. A friend gave ne a
tape of soft nusic to listen to while in
| abor with Sammy. Just as he was born,
this song began to play. Wenever | hear
it, I think of how blessed | amto have
himinny life.
Percy's |l ook...he can't believe he has such a special wonman
in his arns.

PERCY
| want to tell you sonething, and naybe
it's not the time or the place, but I
have to say it. So if you could just get
into your Percy node for a mnute and

indulge ne. Ilena, | need you to let ne
in your life. Maybe |I'mbelng selfish, I
don't know, but | |ove being around you.

| want to be with you. You're in ny
brain constantly, and | can't get you

out .

| LENA
Let's be honest here. [|I'min your brain
because you can't have ne. | know what
ki nd of man you are.

PERCY
You're wong. It's like |I've been going
t hrough the notions of another person's
life. |'mnot reallﬁ this nean asshol e.
It's just that it's been the only way I

coul d function.

pauses)
Then one day, | just start to mss
t hings, you know. Suddenly | couldn't
remenber what it was like to laugh. |
mean really laugh hard. O to want to go
to someone just to see themsmle when
theﬁ_rea!ize it's your eyes they're
| ooking into.

Wth every ounce of her being, she has fought this nonent.

| LENA
Don't do this to ne.

Percy pulls her across the bal cony out of sight of the bal
room

Behind a row of greenery and pal mtrees, they begin to
explore each other. First he kisses the pal mof her hand.
Then her shoul der and neck.

|l ena runs her fingers threw Percy's hair. God, she forgot
how good this could feel
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Suddenl y, she shoves hi m back against the wall of the
buil ding. She glares into his eyes, clinching her teeth.

| LENA
|f you hurt ne or ny son, | swear |'l|
hack you to death wth an ice pick
' PERCY _
| promise, | will never hurt either of

you.
Il ena ki sses him HARD.

PercY spi ns, pushing her back against the wall and they kiss
deeply. This train has been building steamfor a long tine
and the BRAKES ARE GONE

Hs lips slide down her neck, making his way to the top of
her chest. H's nmouth slips past the front of her |ow cut
dress kissing the top of her breast.

The CAMERA PANS UP to a CLOSE UP of |lena's face as she
gl ances towards the crowd inside. Finding no voyeurs, she
cl oses her eyes.
DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. PERCY' S BEDROOM - N GHT

In a CLOSE UP, we see Ilena's face. The CAMERA pulls back to
find her lying in bed, Percy on top kissing her neck and
arnms. The Latin love ballad continues to play.

The CAMERA sl owl y PANS down their bodies, past their hips,
sliding over their thighs, down to Ilena's |leg, easing to a
stop on her ANKLE BRACELET, as her foot softly caresses the
back of Percy's Ieg.

FADE QUT AND FADE | N
| NT. PERCY' S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

I ena awakens slightly startled. Quickly she scans the
unfam liar settings. She |ooks for Percy, but he's gone.

She hears a THUD com ng from above her. Faintly, she HEARS a
voi ce from out si de.

Junpi ng out of bed, she grabs a T-shirt and a pair of boxer
shorts froma dresser

She slides open the glass door |eading to the back yard.
PERCY' S BACK YARD - MORNI NG

Ilena strolls into the crisp norning air, onto the patio
surroundi ng a sw mmi ng pool .
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PERCY (O S.
tle

)
| could use a lit hel p here.

She turns her attention higher and is puzzlied to find Percy
sitting on the roof.

He is | eaning back on his hands with his feet resting in
front of him He | ooks paral yzed.

There is a | adder proPped up agai nst the roof, as he sits

wearing only a pair of shorts.
| LENA
What's wrong?
PERCY
I"mterrified of heights.
| LENA _
Wll, that's a_prettK stupid place to be
if you re afraid of heights.
PERCY
| really don't need you to be a smart ass
ri ght now
| LENA
Sorry. Wat do you want ne to do?
PERCY
Hel p nme down.
| LENA
How?
PERCY
| don't know. Just help ne down!
| LENA
_ (Iaughlng)
Alright. Hold your horses. | don't know

why you're snipping at nme; | didn't put
you up there.

L!ena scales the | adder, then crawls over and sits next to
im

| LENA
Now, you want to tell nme what you're
doi ng up here?

PERCY _
| thought, if | could clinb up here and
junp into the pool, maybe it would give
me enough guts to junp off a stupid
bungee tower.
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| LENA
Fromthe | ooks of things, | don't think
you're going to be junping off any tower.
Ww, what was that?

PERCY
What was what ?

| LENA
Didn't you feel that shaking? The house
kKind of noved back and forth a little.
Tﬂerg it goes again! Can't you feel
t hat “

PERCY
Ch Jesus! Get ne off of herel

~ ILENA
Maybe it's an earthquake.

(giggling
Coul d be the ol e house is gonna fall
down and crush both of us.

_ PERCY _
WI1l you quit screwing around! [It's not
f unny!

| LENA
l"msorry. Just rel ax.

PERCY
| can't rel ax.

| LENA
Thi nk of sonething el se. Here.
( She kisses him
Does that hel p?

PERCY
Alittle. Do that sone nore.

EXT. POCOL SIDE - M NUTES LATER

The two now sit on the pool ledge with their feet dangling in
the water.

o PERY o
This is so typical of ny life right now.
Everything | try to fix, | screw up.

| LENA
What is it you need to fix?

PERCY

Vell, for one thinP, | was conned into

bel i eving Paul is [eaving our show, so |

ﬁ!gned a contract to do a show w t hout
im



| NT. PERCY'
Becka, Paul

There is a

There is a

91.

_ | LENA _
Wthout talking to Paul first?

PERCY
Bright, huh. Now, if we want to stay
together, we'll probably have to take a
huge pay cut.

| LENA
There nust be a way out of that. You'l
t hi nk of sonet hi ng.

(pauses)
Sﬁeaking of staying together, this thing
t hat just happened. Between us, | nean.

PERCY

You know | was gonna talk to you about
that. | don't want you to freak out or
anyt hi ng, but...

(pauses)

Are you free for the next sixty years or
s0?

S OFFI CE - DAY
and Percy | ounge around the office in discussion.
BECKA
"Il see if he'll talk to us, but | doubt
he'll do it.
PAUL
Tell himl said PercK's sorry for calling
hima candy ass on the air.
PERCY
Becka, tell himl said |I'msorry.
_ BECKA
It mght work comi ng from you
knock on the open door. It's Ilena.
BECKA
H, Ilena.
| LENA

H Becka. Paul.
(she | ooks at Percy)
Hey.

PERCY
Hey.

quiet nonment. D d soneone turn on the sauna.

BECKA

Wll, I'll go see what he says.

(to Il ena)
(MORE)



BECKA (cont'd)
Ckay, | just have to say this.
You are so good for him

PERCY
Becka!
BECKA
Vell, she is.
PERCY
Go away. And don't cone back.
BECKA
Al right. See how nuch nicer he is.
Bye.
| LENA
Bye. | like her.

As Becka trots out the door, Paul starts to | eave.

PAUL
Don't forget our neeting with the
| awyers. See ya, Kkiddo.

| LENA
Bye.
(to Percy)
Lawyer s?
PERCY

W' re | ooking for | oophol es.

Shutting the door behind Paul, Percy pins Ilena to the door
and gives her a kiss. A long kiss with tongue.

| LENA
Ww. Are you happK to see nme, or did you
bring a pickle back fromlunch?

PERCY o
Actually, it's a Babe Ruth, and it is ny
[ unch.

He Eulls an extra | arge Babe Ruth candy bar fromhis front
pocket .

| LENA
That's not very healthy. How about |
make us a big dinner tonight and we can
have a little sl eep over.

PERCY _
Tonorrow s Saturday. | sleep in on
Sat ur day.

| LENA

| know.



PERCY
If I"min your house in the norning,
Sammy' s probably gonna see ne.

| LENA
| know.
They ki ss agai n.
| LENA
| have a favor to ask of you?
PERCY
Ckay, but I'mwarning you, | haven't

shaved vyet.
Dropping to his knees, he starts to unbutton her jeans.
| LENA

(Smacks hi mon the head)
Not that! M Uncle asked ne to fly down

and neet sone people. In Mexico Qty.
PERCY o .
You're not still considering noving there
are you?
| LENA

It doesn't hurt to | ook at all
options. Besides, ny Uncle thinks he can
get ny father to neet with ne.

PERCY
(st andi ng)
That would be great. So what's the
favor?

| LENA
| don't want Sammy to m ss any nore
school and Fiona's out of town at her
sister's for a week.

PERCY
He can stay with ne.

| LENA
Are you sure? You wouldn't accidently
| eave himin the bathroomof a strip club
or somewhere?

) PERCY _ _
Only if he doesn't tip the girls enough.
It's a done deal. He stays with ne.

EXT. SAN Dl EGO Al RPORT - DEPARTURE TERM NAL - DAY

Percy and |l ena are standing next to her mni van.
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| LENA
You have ny Uncl e's phone nunber?

PERCY
Look, you better get out of here before
you mss your flight.

Ilena | eans into the car wi ndow and ki sses Sanmy and Ti ger.

| LENA
Bye, qguys.
to Percy)
h, bY the way, don't do anything with
your [awyers until | call you.

She ki sses Percy and darts off.

_ - PERCY
Wait a mnute, what do you nean by that?

Il ena sinply smles over her shoul der and di sappears into the
crowded term nal .

EXT. LA JOLLA BEACH - DAY

Pﬁrﬁy's | oungi ng on a beach chair with the boys on each side
of him

The boys |ay back trying to be cool |ike Percy. Tiger, has
hi s boom box pl ayi ng next to him

PERCY
What do you guys want to eat tonight?

The boys flip a conniving | ook at each other and smle.

_ TI GER
Pi zza!

PERCY
| got news for you two guys. W are not
havi ng pi zza every night.

ghe famliar sexy Latin song begins to play on Tiger's boom
OX.

PERCY
Tiger, crank it up.

Tiger turns up the vol une.

PERCY .
It's that soaﬂ. | love this song. |
wi sh | knew what the name of it was?

SAMWY ]
It's called Alegria De Mi Corazoén.



PERCY
but chering the words)
Alegria De Mi Corazon?

SAMWY
It neans My Heart®s Joy. It's ny noms
favorite song.

PERCY _ _
Yeah, she said it was playing right after
you were born..

Percy's head snaps in Sammy's direction.

. PERCY
What did you just say?
SAMWY _
lt's ny noms favorite song.
PERCY

You tal ked. Don't pretend you didn't
tal k, cause we both heard you.

(to Tiger)
You heard him right?
TI GER
(nonchal antly)
Yeah, | was sitting right here.
PERCY

Wiy haven't you been tal ki ng?

SAMW
| didn't have anyt hi ng.

PERCY
That's what | told your nother, and she
call ed ne an ni nconpoop.

SAMWY .
She says that when you do sonet hing
st upi d.
) TI GER _
Sonetinmes | don't have anything to say.
PERCY

Ch, right. The only tinme you don't have
anything to say is when your nouth is

full of food. And even then, |'ve heard
you sing all the words to Hotel
Cal i f orni a.

Ti ger and Sammy | augh.

SAMWY
PIPE, you two never gave ne a chance to
tal K.
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Percy and Tiger | ook at each.

PERCY AND TI GER

QGoooooh.

PERCY
Tiger, | think the flood gates have been
opened.

I NT. K101 RADIO - ALLISON S OFFI CE - DAY

Pegfy, Paul and Allison are sitting around a conference
t abl e.

ALLI SON
Vell, | talked to the nmanagenent and they
said if you conme on board, Paul, we can
rai se the salary another half mllion.

~ PAUL
How gracious. W only have to take a
decrease in salary of seventy-two

percent .

ALLI SON _
Yeah, | know | wish | could nake it
nor e.

There is a KNOCK on the door. M. Norton and MR HUERTE, a
smal|l Latino man in an expensive suit, walk in.

MR NORTON o
Sorry to interrupt. M. Huerte, this is
Al lison Bentl ey.

ALLI SON
(she shakes hi s hand)
Hello. M. Huerte this is Percy Powers
and Paul M chael s.
(They shake hands)
They currently have the nunber one radio
show in San D ego.

MR HUERTE
Yes, | have heard of them

. MR NORTON
Al lison, perhaps you should table your
di scussion, so we can talk with M.

Huert e.
MR HUERTE

Yes, | am anxious to finalize our deal.
PERCY

What deal is that?
ALLI SON

That's none of your business.
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MR HUERTE _
It's okay. My associates and | wish to
buy this station.

ALLI SON
Vell, M. Huerte, |I'msure you understand

the potential cash windfall that will
follow w th the nunber one show in the
city.

PAUL
Actually you only have half of the show

ALLI SON
We can discuss that |ater.

PERCY _
Wiy don't we discuss it now

ALLI SON
| said we will talk about it later, and |
will nmake it worth both of your tinme. Do
you under stand ne?

MR HUERTE
Are you saying that you have al ready
negoti ated a contract with these
gentl enen?

- ALLI SON
Yes, a binding contract.
MR HUERTE
| see. Well, we have a problem M

associates and I wish to convert the
format over to a Spani sh-speaking
station. | was under the I npression that
all the contracts with talent were com ng
to an end. This would not be a cost-
effective purchase for us.

ALLI SON
Vait! Actually, perhaps we can work
sonethlnP out. M. Huerte, may we have a
0

He | eaves the room

nonent alone with Percy and Paul ?
MR HUERTE

O cour se.
PAUL

Looks |i ke you got your tit in winger
her e.



_ PERCY _
More like, the blinps are caught in the
hanger door.

ALLI SON
Look, you guys don't want to work here
for the anbunt we can pay you, SO we're
willing to let you out of the contract.

Crossing to her desk she pulls out his contract.

MR NORTON
No harm no foul. Right?

ALLI SON

What do %ou say we just tear this up and
forget about it?

Percy and Paul | ook at each other in amazenent.
- PAUL
W want five percent of the gross sales
of the station.

MR, NORTON AND

ALLI SON
What !
PERCY
Ckay, ten percent.
- ALLI SON
Forget it!

_ PERCY _ _
Fine. Wiere's ny office, Senorita?
PAUL _

You' ve been taking Spanish | essons.
MR NORTON
Two percent and that's it.
PAUL
Done.
PERCY
Wait! | don't want any of this place.
Let's just give it to them
PAUL

Are you sure?
Percy pulls out his copy of the contract.
PERCY

On the count of three we tear them up.
One, two, three.
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They both tear them up

ALLI SON

There, that's it. That was easy.

(throwing the torn contracts

in the air)
Thank you, guys. This is very
under st andi ng of you. You know how
inportant it is not to burn bridges in
thi s business.

PAUL
Do we ever.

PERCY
Coul d you ask M. Huerte to step inside?
We'd |1 ke to say goodbye.

ALLI SON
Sur e.
(she hits the intercom
Ask M. Huerte to please come back in.

WOMAN S VA CE
| (0s) |
He just left. He said to tell you his
boss, M. Otega, just called and he is
no longer interested in the station.

PERCY
Hum Wat do you nmake of that?
PAUL _ _
| don't know. Seenmed like a nice guy to
ne.
PERCY
Just goes to showya'. You can't trust
anyone these days.
MR NORTON
What the hell just happened?
ALLI SON
| don't know. 1'll call him back
PAUL
Well, it's been nice doing business to

you. Have a good day.
The guys wal k out of the roomgiving each other a high five.
| NT. PERCY'S KI TCHEN - EARLY EVEN NG
Percy, Tiger and Sammy are trying to nmake a pizza.
SAMW

Mom put s chopEed onions in a bow wth
butter and nukes 'em
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TI GER o
I f you nuke "emwon't we eat radiation?
SAMW o
Are we gonna eat radiation?
PERCY
O course not.
SAMWY
Way not ?
~ PERCY
Because m crowaves aren't nucl ear.
TI GER
Then why do they say nuke 'enf
_ PERCY _
I[t's just an expression.
SAMW

Wul d you get radiation if you ate a
nucl ear submari ne sandw ch?

PERCY o
Ckay, the stupidity convention is over.

The two conedi ans bust up. The phone RI NGS

PERCY
Ckay, that's your nom we want to
surprise her when she cone hone, so don't
say anyt hi ng, okay.

SAMW
Ckay. Can | answer the phone?

Tiger and Percy | ook at each other.

TI GER AND PERCY
No!

PERCY
Hel | o.

| NTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATI ON
Ilena is nestled in bed at her Uncle's Villa in Mexico.

| LENA
H. How s everything going?

PERCY
G eat, thanks to you and your uncle. |
owe you guys big tine.
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| LENA _

He was happy to help. 1Is Sammy behavi ng?
_ PERCY _
Li ke an angel. When are you com ng back?
. . |LEM . . .

Vell, if it's alright with you, 1'd |ike
to stay a couple nore days. |'m having
[unch with ny father tonorrow

PERCY
That's great.

| LENA
Yeah, |'mexcited, yet nervous. [|s Sammy
near, | want to say hi.

PERCY

Actual ly, Sammy's in the bathtub.
Sammy turns around and | ooks at Percy funny.

SAMW
l*'mnot...

Tiger puts his hand over Sammy's nout h.
| LENA

Again. He was in the bath |ast night
en | called. How do you get himto

take baths so easily? | practically have
to use a garden hose to cl ean him at
home. Hey, you know what? | m ss you.

_ PERCY
| mss you, too.

| LENA _

Wl |, sounds |ike you' ve got things under
control there. 1 guess I'll say good

ni ght.

FADE OQUT AND FADE | N
EXT. SAN DI EQO Al RPORT - DAY

Percy, Tiger and Sammy are waiting at Ilena's gate as she
steps into the term nal

(to samy)

to Sammy

Alright, try to keep your pie hole shut
for a fewmnutes. Let's surprise her,
okay?

TI CGER
He can't be quiet.
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SAMW
| can be quiet if | want.

TI GER _
| bet a dollar you talk in |less than a
m nut e.

SAMWY
Cay.

Il ena hustles out of the airline gate.

| LENA
Hey, you.

She grabs Sammy and gi ves hima hug and ki ss, before huggi ng
Percy and Tiger. She hands Tiger and Sammy each a sonbrero.

| LENA
H guys. Look what | brought you. It's
a sonbrero. You wear it to keep the sun
out of your eyes.

TI CER .
Looks nore |ike a straw space ship.
SAMW
~(rolling his eyes at Percy)
| think maybe 1'll just wear m ne at
hore.
TI GER
Sucker. Pay up.
SAMWY
Ch, shoot!
Il ena i s stunned.
| LENA

Samy?

Kneel i ng down, she hugs her son. Here cone the tears again.
The good ki nd.

PERCY
How do you shut himoff? He's |ike Don
Ki ng on speed.

| LENA

This is wonderful .
SAMWY

Mom can | borrow a doll ar?
PERCY

You may not think it's so wonderful in a
coupl e of hours.
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As they wal k through the termnal, Sammy is chattering
nonst op.

_ SAMW _
Mom did you know Percy has a pair of
t hose thong underwear? Tiger showed ne.

PERCY
You are so dead, Tiger

EXT. ILENA'S FRONT YARD - N GHT

A soft porch light cascades down on Percy, Ilena and Samy,
as they sit on the porch sw ng.
SAMW .
Can | go see ny G andpa and Grandnma this
sunmer ?
| LENA

| think they mght cone to see us first.
(she | ooks at her watch)

Sammy, tell Percy good night then go get

ready for bed.

_ SAMW
Good ni ght .

Sann% hugs Percy and gives hima high five before going
i nsi de.

PERCY
See ya, Don King.

| LENA _
Are you spendi ng the night?

PERCY
Don't take this wong, but | have to be
up in a few hours. [If | get in that bed
wth you, there won't be any sl eep going
on.

| LENA

You're right about that.

PERCY
How about a |l ate night date tonorrow?

| LENA
Humm  Sounds wonderful. Fiona will be
back in the_nDrnln%: You nake ne very
happy. | didn't think | would ever be

thi s happy again.

(snuggling up to him
Hey, you know what ?

PERCY
What ?
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| LENA
| | ove you.

PERCY
You do?

She | ooks deeply into his eyes and nods her head yes.

PERCY
| | ove you, too.

He softly kisses her.

PERCY _
| gotta go, or I'Il never get up in the
nmorning. |1'll see you tonorrow.

Percg ki sses her again then trots over to his car, waves
goodbye and pul | s away.

In a CLCSE UP of Ilena we see she is beam ng.
I NT. PERCY'S LI VI NG ROOM - N GHT

he bl ack, we hear the sound of the DOOR BELL. Cad only
[

In t
in his boxer shorts, Percy opens the door.

ALLI SON
You bast ar d!

She throws a roundhouse punch but m sses, falling to her
knees.

PERCY
What the hell are you doing here? It's
two in the norning.

_ ALLI SON _
Is it that late? |'msorry, | didn't
realize the tinme; | was out looking for a

new j ob, you pri ck!

She takes another swing. M ssing again, he grabs her wai st
keeping her fromfalling on her tace.

ALLI SON

You ass. W had a deal
PERCY

No, you had a deal
ALLI SON

hfnLgonna tell everyone you have a tiny
i ck.
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PERCY
Go ahead, 1'Il tell everyone you have a
big dick. After today, who do you think
they' Il believe?

She stunbles over to his couch and drops in a drunken pile.

ALLI SON
You see, this is what's mron% w th you?
Wiile we were nmarried, you showed nore
affection for your retarded brother, then
you ever did for ne.

PERCY
Shut your damm nouth, or | swear to God
"1l shut it for you. God, I amso glad

you left.
ALLI SON
Ch, spare ne. Look, |I know | was w ong.
|"msorry. Gosh, | don't feel so well.
PERCY

Wong about what? Lying to ne, being
married to ne or | eaving me? The w nning
| ottery nunbers?

ALLI SON
You forgot one. | was wong bout having
children. There, you happy now?
PERCY
What ?
(pauses)

|t was you? You're the one who can't
have kids. Wy didn't you tell ne?

ALLI SON _
| was afraid you'd hate me. 1'mgoing to
t hr ow up.

She shoves Percy aside and rushes to the bathroom SOUNDS of
vomting are heard through the door. Percy weighs what he's
just heard.

Al lison stunbl es back and pl ops next to Percy.

PERCY _ _

| guess we can rule out norning sickness.
ALLI SON

Shut up! Look, I"'msorry, okay. I'm

ashaned of the way |'ve acted. Maybe
with time, you can learn to forgive ne.
Who knows, we m ght even get back

t oget her.

She lies her head in Percy's |ap and cl oses her eyes.
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PERCY
| think I'd rather spend ny life with
sonmeone who shares ny dreans, not soneone
who tries to rip 'emapart.

Percy, still dazed, sits for a nonent staring off into
obl i vi on.
_ PERCY
You mght as well know, |'ve found
soneone | love and it ain't you.

(he shakes her) _
Wake up! You're not staying here.

ALLI SON _
What!? | can't get up, I'lIl die.
~ PERCY _
Good, do it in the street. A lison?

Al lison?

QUT COLD. He gets up and puts a pillow under her head. He
goes to the wall and turns out the light.

FADE OUT AND FADE | N
INT. ILENA'S CAR - MORNI NG

Wth the distinct |ook of a disheveled nother, I|leana drives
like a wild woman, cutting in and out of traffic on a side
street.

She gives Samy a "you knuckl e head" | ook.

| LENA
| can't believen%ou wai ted until your bus
arrived to renmenber you forgot your book
report. You are gonna be so late.

SAMW

| said I'"'msorry. Like eighty tines.
_ | LENA

Today is a busy day for nme and |'m
al ready behind schedule. It's a good
think I |Iove you so nuch. Do you know
where the spare key is?

SAMW

Under the big plant on the porch.
EXT. PERCY' S HOUSE - MORNI NG
The car rolls to a stop, and Ilena junps out quickly running

Lo the front porch. She tilts the large plant and grabs the
ey.
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PERCY' S LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

She wal ks through the front door, hustles over to the dining
roomtable and sorts through a stack of papers.

I ena reaches for one of Sammy's books and acci dently knocks
over a candle stick sitting in the mddle of the table.

CLUNK
PERCY' S BEDROOM - AT THAT SAME MOVENT

Soaki ng wet froma shower, Allison steps fromthe bathroom
i nvestigating the distant CLUNK

BACK I N THE LI VI NG ROOM

Locati ng Sammy' s book and paper, Ilena rushes back to the
front door. She grabs the door handle to | eave, when she...
hears sonet hi ng behi nd her.

She whips around to find Allison standing in the bedroom
doorway, wearing only a bath towel.

ALLI SON
You scared ne. | wasn't expecting
anyone. You're probably here to clean.
You mght want to start in the bedroom

It's a disaster in there. 1'Il be out in
a few mnutes. | was supposed to be gone
by now.
|l ena' s speechl ess. She bolts outside and slans the door
behi nd her. Weak in the knees, she | eans back agai nst the
door, trying desperately to catch her breath. Finally:
| LENA

You son of a bitch
| NT. HALLWAY QUT SI DE | LENA' S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Sammy's |istening outside |lena's bedroom Fiona wal ks up
behind him CRASH  Soret hing shatters inside.

SAVMY
Mom

Fl ONA o
It's okay. Your nother is just upset.
Co to you room and let ne talk to her.

Sammy reluctantly wal ks to his room
FI ONA

na! Listen to nme. You need to stop
S. You're scaring Samy. |l enal!
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| NSI DE | LENA' S BEDROOM
Ilena is sitting on her bed, her face buried in her hands.

| LENA
Leave ne al one!

She stands and paces |like a caged aninmal. After a nonent:

She snatches up the CRYSTAL SEA HORSE sitting on her night
table and hurls it, smashing the dresser mrror.

| LENA
| won't do this again!
| NT. RADI O STATI ON STUDI O - MORNI NG

Jodi, the show s producer, holds up a paper with a nessage
that reads. Percy - | MPORTANT PERSONAL PHONE CALL. LINE 2.

PERCY
This is Percy.
FI ONA
M. Percy, sonething terrible has
happened.
_ PERCY
Fiona? What's wong?
FI ONA
It's Ilena. She has packed and says she
is taking Sammy to Mexi co, pernmanently.
PERCY
What! Wiy? Wiat happened?
FI ONA
She and Sa went over to your house to

get Sammy's hone work. The next thing I
new, she was back hone and started
packi ng bags.

PERCY
Wiat!? Ch, shit! Allison. She was
supposed to be gone. Fiona, believe ne,
| would never hurt her.

Fl ONA .
It's not ne you have to convince.
- PERCY _
Is she going to the airport?
Fl ONA

No, she is going to drive. She's taking
t he back road down hi ghway 69. She said
(MORE)
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FIONA (cont'd)

it would give her a chance to think
trings out. She's not thinking clearly at
all.

PERCY
Thanks, Fiona. |'ll find her.

~ PAUL

What ' s goi ng on?

PERCY

| need your hel p.

| LENA'S CAR - H G-WAY 69 - LATER
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|l ena's eyes are puffy and red as she silently stares at the
hi ghway in front of her.

A car speeds up next to Ilena trying to get her attention.

She's | ost and doesn't noti ce.

| NT. RADI O STATI ON STUDI O - MORN NG

Paul

is onthe air talking to a caller.

PAUL .

She won't pay attention to you?
TED (O S.)

No, you can tell she's pretty upset.
PAUL

Is there a listener in the area who has a
pi ece of paper and a pen? Maybe you can
wite a note and hold it up. Percy, are
you on the line yet.

| NT. HELI COPTER - GCONTI NUQUS

Percy is sitting in the back seat wth a headset and m c on.

PERCY
Yeah, |'min the traffic copter now.
VW're just about to take off. Ch crap.

Here we go. Ch CGod, oh God, oh God. Do
you have a barf bag in here?

BACK AT THE STUDI O

PAUL

Ckay, 1'll let you know when we have
contact. Listeners, it is inperative
that you help the Love Doctor this
norning. W have a very specia
situation here, and it concerns ny
artner, Perﬁy. There is a beautiful
ady out on ghway 69, south of the
city, who is very upset. W need you to
help us. W need to get her to listen to
us on the radio.
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I NSI DE | LENA' S CAR

Tre brake |ights FLASH several times fromthe car in front of
I'| ena.

SAMWY

Mom | think those people are trying to
tell us sonething.
_ | LENA
Just ignore them They're probably sone
wei r dos.
As |l ena Pomers past them Sa | ooks at the car and notices
a piece of paper the DRIVER is hol ding up.

The paper says, TURN YOUR RADI O TO PERCY AND PAUL'S
SHOW 98. Sammy NODS his head yes.

He reaches over and turns on the radio.
| N THE STUDI O
Paul is in high gear as he talks to a |istener nanmed SUSIE.

SUSIE (O S.)
hink we got the little boy's

|t
attention. He nodded his head yes, so |
think he's turning on the radio.

PAUL _
G eat, thank you, Susie. Stay on the
line in case | need you. |Ilena, | hope

you're listening. This is Paul

I NSI DE | LENA' S CAR

_PAUL (OS.) _
Ilena, this is serious. [It's inportant
that you listen to what Percy has to say

to you.

|l ena is shocked to hear her nanme on the radio. She |ooks at
Sammy, who has a broad conniving smle fromear to ear.

Il ena's expression is one of confusion and pain.

PAUL (O S.)
|l ena, 1've known Percy for a long tine.
There have been tinmes when he was the
bi ggest jerk in the world but nost of the
tinme has been a true friend to me. One
thing I wll tell you for certain. |
have never seen him so absol utely head
over heals in love with soneone as he is
with you. Please, just hear himout.
Are you there, Percy?
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| NSI DE A TRAFFI C COPTER

PercY is seated in the copter slouching back in his seat,
y

near paral yzed with fear.
PERCY
Il ena, please listen to ne. | don't know

what happened this norning, but | can
|naglne It has sonmething to do with ny..
Look, | need for you to... Wat | nean
iS...You need to know. .. Things aren't...|
think I told you...

BACK AT THE STUDI O

PAUL '
Percy! You sound |ike a guest star on
Hee Haw

| NSI DE THE TRAFFI C COPTER

PERCY
Il ena, you told ne once that the hardest
thing in the world is to give your trust,
once it's been broken. You gave nme your
trust, and | swore to you I wouldn't
abuse it. Please believe ne, Ilena. |
did not break your trust.

IN I LENA' S CAR
Il ena's enotions are bubbling up from deep inside.

PERCY (Q S.)
Il ena stop the car. [I'min the air above
you. Stop and let's go hone. 'l
expl ain everything. | swear to you
things aren't what you think. You made
t hat m stake once before, please don't
let it happen again. | want to spend the
rest of ny life with you.

A car swings up next to Ilena and flashes a hand-nade sign
that reads, STOP AND Gl VE PERCY A CHANCE.

Anot her car whips in front of her, and a LITTLE BOY holds a
sign up in the back w ndow t hat reads, PERCY LOVES YOU!
DON' T LEAVE!
AT THE STUDI O

PAUL

Ilena, | think you should hear from
sonmeone you know to only speak the truth.

He pi cks up a phone |ine.

_ PAUL
Tiger, you there?



| NTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATI ON:

TI GER
Yeah.
PAUL
Tiger, | was wondering. | know this cute

girl In the office who's |ooking for a
oyfriend. Should I ask Percy to go out

on a date with her?

Tl GER

No, Percy has a girlfriend.
PAUL . .

How do you know he has a girlfriend?
TI GER

Cause he don't kiss any other girls
anynore. He only kisses Il ena now.

PAUL
Have you been spying on hin?

TI GER
Yeah, and Samy t oo.

PAUL
You think he likes Ilena, Tiger.

I NSI DE | LENA' S CAR

ECU of

Il ena as she |i stens.

TIGER (O S.)
No!  He loves her.
(spelling it out) _
L-o-v-e. That's how you spell it I

know that for a fact. That's mhy'he's SO
happy. Plus he's Elad that Sammy tal ks

now, cause that m

_ - PAUL (O S.)
Tiger, if Allison was over at_PercK's
houge, does that nean Percy |ikes her
t 007

es |l ena happy.

TIGER (O S.)
No. Percy woul d rather eat pancakes
filled wth tacks than | ook at Venom
Can | go, | have to pee?

PERCY (O S.)
Sure. Thanks, Tiger.

AT THE STUDI O

Paul

hangs up the phone before leaning into the mc.

112.
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PAUL
| ena, what does your heart tell you?
Have you ever known Tiger to not tell the
absol ute truth?

SILENCE. Al we hear is the flapping of helicopter blades.
VW see a HAND turn up the volunme on a car radio.

TWO MECHANICS |ean in intently listening to the radio of a
car in their repair bay.

THREE WOMEN ar e gat hered around a desk radi o hangi ng on every
wor d.

| NSI DE | LEANA' S CAR
Sammy reaches over and puts his hand on his nother's arm

SAVMY
Mom

IN THE STUDI O

Paul | ooks at Jodi and Becka in the control booth, shaking
hi s head, no.

Suddenly we hear a car horn honking, then two, and then
several horns start to blare.

PAUL
Wiere are those car horns comng fronf |
hear car horns on your phone |ine Susie.
Are those horns what | think they are?

SUSIE (O S.)
Wahoo! She's pulling over. You did it.

ECP'OP Percy as he closes his eyes and lets out a sigh of
relief.

W see the three wonen in the office junping up and down with
?x0|tenent, whil e the two nechanics give each other a high
i ve.
EXT. H GHWAY 69 - SAME TI ME
The helicopter |ands a safe distance away fromthe hi ghway.

Percy hands the PILOT a half full barf bag, then junps out
and gives himthe thunbs up. The copter soars away.

He then races to Ilena, who is standing next to her car. The
car horns are going crazy as they enbrace.

PERCY
Are you okay?
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| LENA
Don't let go of ne. Don't ever |let go of
ne.

PERCY
Elve you a big kiss, but | blew
chun S up there. Li sten, that was ny ex-
wife at ny house. She cane over drunk
and tried to pick a fight, then passed

out drunk on ny couch | et her know
I"min ove with | want to spend
the rest of ny |i e mﬁth you

| LENA
| shoul dn't have junped to concl usions,
but 1I...

PERCY
Shhhh. It's over now. Let's go hone.

She did confess sonething |nportant to
me. She's the one who can't have
children, not ne.

| LENA
Yeah, | know.

A puzzled | ook quickly turns to realization.

| LENA
You're the one who said M. Lucky didn't
need a saddle. Are you okay with that?

A proud, sonewhat cocky expression fills his face.

PERCY
Yeah, I'mnore than okay with that.

Dl SSALVE TO
EXT. BUNGEE TOAER - DAY

The CAMERA shoots down on a CROAD gat hered together In the
crowd, we see Fiona holding a BABY, Paul, Tiger, Sammy,

Bﬁcka the girls fromthe support group and nany others from
the story.

They are all |ooking up and chanting "junp, junp, junp." The
CAMERA whirls around to a shot of Percy and 11 ena standlng on
a bungee platform

| LENA
W're alnost there. Are you sure you
want to do this?

PERCY
Are you kidding ne? It's taking ne a
year to get up here. [|'mnot backing

down now.
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They bot h inch uE to the platform Ilena | ooks down and we
see her POV of the tiny people bel ow

| LENA
Ch, ny gosh. If we're gonna do this,
let's do it, cause |I'mabout to pee ny
pants.

PERCY
As Butch said to the Sundance Kid

PERCY AND | LENA
Ch, shit!

The CAMERA is below | ooking up at the platform The two junp
and are caught, md air, in a FREEZE FRAME. The credits
begin to roll.



