GOOD | NTENTI ONS



FADE | N:

I NT. MALL- DAY
A dilapidated strip mall in a small Texas town.

ETTA M LFORD, 28, short brown hair and stunning pal e green
eyes, rifles through a rack of men’s shirts. She pulls a
bl ue oxford off the rack.

ETTA
(to herself)
Damm t Chester, your weight hops
around so nuch | don’t know your
si ze anynore.

She spots a MAN at an adj acent shirt rack.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Excuse ne, Sir.

He gl ances up.

ETTA (cont’ d)
You’ re about ny husband s size.

She wal ks over to himand holds the shirt up to his chest.

ETTA (cont’ d)
How much do you wei gh?

VAN
| don’t know. A buck eighty?

ETTA
Let ne see your stonach

The man hesit at es.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Don’t be shy.

She lifts his shirt up. He instinctively sucks in his gut.
She pokes his stomach with her finger.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Stop it.

He rel axes and his stomach falls over his belt. He | ooks
around furtively.

ETTA (cont’ d)
You here with your wfe?



MAN
I"’mnot marri ed.

She | ooks down at a weddi ng band on his finger.

ETTA
You just wear that hoop on your
finger ‘cause it feels good? |
swear you're all alike. Now go try
this on. 1’1l make it worth your
whi | e.

He hesit ates.

ETTA (cont’ d)
" m double jointed. Now hurry up.

She hands himthe shirt and he wal ks to the dressing room

ETTA (cont’ d)
(to herself)
Must be nice to only have one
t hought cl angi ng about your head
for all eternity.

She wal ks over to the nen’s socks, checks to see if she’'s
bei ng wat ched, and quickly renoves the price tag froma pair
of socks.

The man returns carrying the shirt.

MAN
Fits real good.

He | eans toward her.
MAN (cont’ d)
I wish my wife would buy ne nice
t hi ngs.

Etta grabs the shirt from him

ETTA
Maybe she would if you wasn’t
treating the mall |ike your own

per sonal whor ehouse.

She wal ks away. She renoves gum from her nouth, attaches it
to the back of the sock price tag and presses it down on top
of the shirt price tag.

CUT TGO



I NT. STORE- DAY

JO, the cashier, big hair, too much makeup, rings up Etta's
shirt.

ETTA
Mornin® Jo.

JO
Mornin’ Etta. Wiere are the little
fell as?

ETTA
Strapped in the car.

JO
You think that’'s safe?

ETTA
| got the keys.

Jo runs the scanner over the shirt price tag. The register
noni tor reads SOCKS $3. 99.

The gum securing the socks price tag to the shirt price tag
catches on her fingers. She w pes her hand on her snock.

JO
| see you’'re having your own
personal sal e today.

ETTA
Everyt hi ng nust go.

CUT TGO

EXT. PARKI NG LOT- DAY
TWD MEN stand peering into a station wagon.

Chris, 2, is strapped into a car seat in the backseat of the
station wagon. SHANE, 6, sits in the front seat fiddling
with the knobs for the radio, heater and w ndshield w pers.

BALD MAN
We shoul d do sonet hi ng.

THI N MAN
Aw, they' re fine. ANt even hot
out .



BALD MAN
What ki nd of nother |eaves her
children strapped in a car?

Etta approaches the car carrying her shopping bags.

ETTA
What the hell you doin’?

BALD MAN
We were wal king by the car and that
little fella was banging on the
wi ndow and we got ki nda concer ned.

ETTA
He's two. He eats, shits and bangs
on w ndows.

BALD MAN
Vell, | don't think it’s right, a
woman | eaving a couple children in
a car like that.

ETTA
You don’t, do you? Now |let ne ask
you, what sounds nore right to you;
a harried nother |eaving her
precious brood in the car for five
m nutes so she can buy them
sust enance or a strange nan peering
in the window at two defensel ess
little children? *‘Cause if you ask
nme, the second one sounds a little
like a pervert.

The nen wal k away.
ETTA (cont’ d)

(under breath)
Fucki ng Samarit ans.

CUT TGO

I NT. CAR- DAY

Etta gets in the car and places the bags on the front seat
bet ween her and Shane.

ETTA
Now what’ s goi ng to happen when |
start this car?



SHANE
(i nnocently)
Not hi ng.

ETTA
You sure about that? Because I|’|
tell you right now, nonmas in no
nood to play.

She pulls a box of tampons fromthe bag.

ETTA (cont’ d)
The circus is in town and noma’ s
on edge, so if | start this car
and. ..

Shane | eans across her and turns off the w pers and radio.
Etta softens.
ETTA (cont’ d)
That’s nomma’s little man. Thank
you, Shane.
She ki sses himon the forehead.

CUT TGO

I NT. LI QUOR STORE- DAY

Etta wal ks into the liquor store and renoves a coke fromthe
refrigerator. She opens the coke and raises it seductively
to her lips as she stares at CHESTER, 29, bl onde receding
hairline and kind eyes, who |eers back at her from behind the
counter.

ETTA

You know, you’re kind of hot.
CHESTER

Sorry lady, I'ma married man.
ETTA

What’'s she got that | don’t got?

She pulls her shirt up, revealing her bra. Chester quickly
| ooks over at the w ndow.

CHESTER
Jeez Honey, people are wal ki ng by.



ETTA
So? Are you saying you don’t want
me?

CHESTER

O course | do. At hone, when the
ki ds are asl eep and our door is
shut just |ike always.

She drops her shirt down and wal ks to the counter.

ETTA
The last of the great |overs.

She drops a shopping bag on the counter.

ETTA (cont’ d)
| got you sonet hing.

He renoves the shirt fromthe bag.

CHESTER
| thought we were saving?

ETTA
| got a deal. Next tine Jo cones
in you mght want to give her a
free bottle of sonething.

CHESTER
OCh, that kind of deal

ETTA
A deal s a deal

CHESTER
It'’s a beautiful shirt.

He | eans forward and ki sses her.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
Thanks, babe.
(beat)
Ch, check this out.

He grabs a panphlet fromunder the counter and hands it to
her.

ETTA
VWhat’'s this?

CHESTER
Qur next investnent.



ETTA
Chester, no. Not again.

CHESTER
What ? We have to make our noney
grow. | checked this one out real
t hor ough.

ETTA

You' re the kiss of death when it
comes to things like this. You
give this man any of our noney and
he’ Il go belly up within a nonth.

CHESTER
| only proni sed $500.

ETTA
We can't afford to | ose $500.

CHESTER
Who said anything about losing it?

ETTA
You did, the nonent you said you
were going to invest it. Have you
gi ven himthe noney yet?

CHESTER
Not yet. Listen Etta, | know what
I’ m doi ng.

She grabs the shirt fromhim drops it in the bag, and pulls
the bag of f the counter.

ETTA
No you don’t, sweet pea. No, you
don’ t.

CUT TGO

I NT. HOUSE- DAY

Etta and her sister, PAM 26, red hair and freckles, sit at
the dinner table with the two children. Chris sits in a high
chair snearing food on his face. Shane runs in circles
around the table.

PAM
Kyl e just doesn’'t seemto have nuch
to say anynore.



ETTA
Vell, he is a man, Pam

PAM
In the begi nning he was al ways
tal king. He was interested, you
know? How was your day? D d
anything interesting happen at
wor k?

Pam | ooks down at Shane circling the table.

PAM (cont’ d)
Shane has a knife.

ETTA
He’s just showin off.

PAM
But now he gets home from work and
turns on the TV and don’'t want to
talk anynore. He' s still a
sweetie, just quiet.

ETTA
Does he want to...you know?
PAM
Al the tine.
ETTA
Figures. And you let hin®
PAM
Sure. | like it, too. He really

knows what he’s doi ng, too,
al though his face gets so tw sted
up sonetinmes | have to | ook away.

ETTA
I think maybe you need to shut down
the fun factory for a little while,
sister darling. Let himknow
adm ssion ain't free. That’s what
| did with Chester. W rked like a
charm 1t’s called breaking their
spirit.

CUT TGO



I NT. LIVING ROOM NI GHT

A small, unpretentious living roomw th an old sofa and two
arnchairs. Pamand the kids sit on the sofa watching TV.
Etta wal ks in as she pulls on a coat.

ETTA
| appreciate this, sis.
PAM
My pl easure. \ere you off to,
anyway?
ETTA
Couple errands. | won't be |ong.

Hour at the nost.
She wal ks over and ki sses each child on the forehead.

ETTA (cont’ d)
(to Children)
Now you be good to aunt Pam Monma
| oves you.
(to Pam
I think maybe 1’1l get them sone
I-GCE CGCREAM

SHANE
She said ice cream

ETTA
Look who' s spel ling.

CUT TGO

I NT. |1 CE CREAM PARLOR- NI GHT

A pretty TEENAGE girl, 17, with a bl onde ponytail works
behi nd the counter.

ERNI E, a cop, sandy blonde hair, doughy face and a paunch,
eats a sundae at a table by the door.

Etta wal ks in and | ooks up at a list of flavors hanging from
t he ceiling.

ETTA
Let’s see. G me a pint of Mcha
chip and a pint of Orange Sherbert.

She turns to Ernie.



10.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Shane sure | oves his sherbet.

ERNI E
Eveni ng, Etta.

ETTA
Al ways know where | can find you.
Sl ow ni ght ?

ERNI E
Sl ow year. Had a drunk and
di sorderly last night. That
qualifies as a regular crinme wave
around here | ately, except for
Chester, of course.

ETTA
Just you out tonight?

ERNI E
Robby and Buck are working shifts,
too. Don’t you worry, we're
keepi ng an eye on Chester’s store.
We're going to catch that bastard,
| prom se you that.

ETTA
That woul d be such a relief, Ernie.
I do worry for his safety
sonet i nmes.
The teenager places the pints on the counter.

TEENAGER
That’ Il be $5.50.

Ernie smles at the teenager.

CUT TGO

I NT. CAR- NI GHT

Etta drives along a country road. She stops by a fenced in
pasture with several cows watching her disinterestedly.

She wal ks to the fence and opens the gate.

ETTA
Cone here, Henrietta.

A cow anbl es toward her.



11.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Good girl.

The cow wal ks outside the gate and Etta i nmedi ately cl oses
it.

She drives away | eaving the cow standing right outside the
gate, peering back in at the pasture.

Etta drives back along the country road. She pulls up next
to a STOP SI G\

She gets out of the car and retrieves a BASEBALL BAT fromthe
back seat. She slans the bat against the wooden post hol ding
the sign a few tinmes, knocking the post over.

She gets back in her car and drives toward town.

CUT TGO

EXT. VACANT LOT- N GHT
A PAY PHONE

Etta dials a nunber. She covers the nouthpiece with a
handker chi ef .

POLI CE DI SPATCHER O S.
Pol i ce Departnent.

ETTA
Yes, there’'s a cow | oose near the
hi ghway up ny MIller Road. 1’'m

awful worried it’s going to get hit
by a car or sonething.

POLI CE DI SPATCHER O S.
W' Il send sonebody out.

ETTA
Thank you. Please hurry.

CUT TGO

EXT. STREET- NI GHT
TWO POLI CEMEN sit in a parked squad car

The driver, ROB, 25 and eager, points a radar gun at passing
cars.



12.

ROB
| don’t know why they wasted their
noney on this thing. Don’t nobody
ever go faster’'n twenty mles an
hour in this godforsaken town.

BUCK, 40, reads the newspaper in the passenger seat.

BUCK
Way are you always so fired up on
giving out tickets? A town like
this, chances are it’s soneone you
know. That just makes one nore
person thinks you' re a dick

Buck points the radar gun at a pedestrian wal ki ng down the
si dewal k.

The gun reads 2 nph.

ROB
People think 1'"m a dick?

BUCK
Hell, | don’t know. Everybody
t hi nks sonebody’s a dick. It al

bal ances out in the end. But when
you haven’t been sonmewhere |ong,

i ke yourself, it doesn't nake
sense to get off on the wong foot
with folks. Just |eave 'em be.

ROB
W' re cops.
BUCK
I think you focus on that way too

much.
The di spatcher’s voice cones over the radio.
DI SPATCHER S VA CE
Boys, we got a 387 in progress,
M1l er Road by the highway 12.

ROB
3877

BUCK
(know ngl y)
Cow in the road.

Buck picks up the m crophone.



13.
BUCK (cont’ d)
W're on it. Over.
Rob starts the car and drives off.

Monents later two cars drag race down the street at the exact
spot where the police car had been parked.

CUT TGO

EXT. VACANT LOT- NI GHT
Etta watches the police car drive past her.
She dials the pay phone.

DI SPATCHER S VA CE
Pol i ce departnent.

ETTA
Some sonof abi tch knocked down the
stop sign up by Hazel ton Road.
Sonmebody’ s gonna get kilt.

DI SPATCHER S VO CE
["1l put Ernie on it.

CUT TGO

I NT. | CE CREAM PARLOR- NI GHT
MEN S ROOM DOOR
A man noans i nside the nen’s room

W hear the dispatcher’s voice over a police radio in the
bat hr oom

DI SPATCHER S VA CE
Ernie, we got an enmergency up by
Hazel t on Road.

ERNI E' S VA CE
Sonaf abi t ch.

The nmen’s room door bursts opens and Ernie rushes out
buckling his belt hurriedly.

A few steps behind himthe teenage ice cream parlor worker
wal ks out, wi ping her mouth with the back of her hand.
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TEENAGER
| still get that case of beer.
ERNI E
(annoyed)
Yes.
TEENAGER
None of that crap stuff, neither.
I want Bud.
ERNI E
I know. | know.

Ernie | eaves the ice cream parl or.

The teenager |eans against the wall and sprays Binaca in her
mout h.

CUT TGO

EXT. VACANT LOT- N GHT

Etta sits in her station wagon watching the street behind her
t hrough the rearview mrror.

ETTA
(to herself)
Cone on, Ernie. | haven't got all

ni ght.
Ernie’ s police cruiser tears past the vacant |ot.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Sorry to disturb your fun, Ernie.

Etta retrieves a TRENCH COAT, a SKI MASK, and a SHOTGUN from
the rear of the station wagon. She hides the shotgun under
her coat.

She wal ks to Chester’s liquor store two doors down fromthe
vacant | ot.

CUT TGO

EXT. FARM NI GHT
The cow still stands just outside the pasture gate.

Buck opens the gate and tries to coax the cow back inside the
past ur e.



15.

Rob sits in the police cruiser pointing the radar gun at the
COW.

It reads O nph.

BUCK
Put that goddamm thing down and get
over here and hel p ne.

CUT TGO

I NT. LI QUOR STORE- NI GHT

Etta, face hidden by the ski mask, calmy opens the door and
wal ks in, shotgun drawn. She | ocks the glass fronted door
and pulls down a shade.

Chester stands at the register. He's nore annoyed than
scar ed.

CHESTER
Oh cone on, not again.

Chester puts his hands up hal fway.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
I don’t know why you’' re al ways
pi cking on ne. There' s another
i quor store on the other side of
town and you haven’t hit him even
once. It’s not fair.

Etta speaks in a gravelly grow .

ETTA
Money in a bag. Hurry.

Chester opens the register and slowy, defiantly sticks the
bills into a paper bag one at a tine.

CHESTER

Twenty. Forty. Sixty. Eighty.
ETTA

New regi ster?
CHESTER

Just this afternoon. N ce of you

to noti ce.

He stuffs the last of the noney in the bag.
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ETTA
You know t he routi ne.

CHESTER
How can | forget?

He turns and wal ks to the back room Etta foll ows.

CUT TGO

I NT. BACK ROOM NI GHT

There is a desk, swi vel desk chair, sofa, TV and snall
refrigerator. Chester sits down in the chair.

Etta renoves a roll of duct tape from her overcoat. She
binds his wists to the chair arns.

CHESTER
Coul d you do ne a favor and bring
rope next time? This stuff stings
sonet hi ng awful com ng of f.

ETTA
Shoot, you told ne that last tine.
" msorry.

CHESTER

You' re sorry?

ETTA
I"mnot trying to hurt you.

CHESTER
"1l say this, you re the politest
thief I ever saw.

ETTA
Legs.

Chester puts his legs next to the chair legs. Etta binds his
legs to the chair. She walks to the refrigerator, renoves a
bottle of beer, opens it, and places it on the desk next to
Chester.

CHESTER
Hand nme that TV guide.

Etta drops the TV guide on his |ap.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
Now how am | supposed to open it?
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Etta opens the TV guide to that night's Iistings.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
Channel 12.

Etta wal ks over, turns on the TV and turns it to channel 12.
It is a softcore porn novie. W briefly see a woman’'s
br east s.

Etta i mmediately turns off the TV

CHESTER (cont’ d)
Hey!

ETTA
You are not watching that.

CHESTER
Way the hell do you care?

ETTA
Choose sonet hing el se.

CHESTER
I want to watch that.

Etta grabs the TV guide off his Iap and | ooks at it.

She turns on the TV and switches the channel to THE ANTI QUES
ROADSHOW

CHESTER (cont’ d)
You have got to be ki dding.

ETTA
Watch it. Maybe you'll learn
sonet hi ng.

CHESTER
My wife watches this crap every
week.

On the TV show an anti ques deal er apprai ses an antique table
for the individual who brought it on the show

ANTI QUE DEALER ON TV
And what do you think this worth in
t oday’ s mar ket ?

CHESTER
(to TV)

Who cares?
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ANTI QUE DEALER ON TV
Wll, in today’s market, | would
say this would fetch
conservatively, sonewhere in the
range of ten to twel ve thousand
dol | ars.

CHESTER
(i ncredul ous)
For a fucking tabl e?
ETTA
Yes, for a table. Sone people |ike
ni ce things.
She storns out.

CUT TGO

I NT. CAR- NI GHT

Etta starts the car. She starts to put the car in reverse,
but breaks down into sobs.

CUT TGO

EXT. COUNTRY RQAD- NI GHT
Ernie’s patrol car is parked on the side of the road.

He wal ks over to the stop sign Etta knocked over and picks it
up.

ERNI E
Ki ds.

CUT TGO

EXT. FARM NI GHT

Buck and Rob try to coax the cow back in through the open
pasture gate. As they do so, two nore cows anble out the
open gate.

BUCK
Christ. W got a goddamm st anpede.

Rob pulls his gun and points it at the cows.
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Freezel

CUT TGO

I NT. FARM HOUSE- NI GHT
A WOVAN washes di shes at the sink. She glances out the
wi ndow above the sink and notices the two officers trying to
stop the cows.
Her HUSBAND sits at the kitchen table eating dessert.
WOVAN
Honey, we got a coupl e policenen
outside fixin to shoot the cows.
He stands up and wi pes his nouth with a napkin.
HUSBAND
Qur tax noney hard at work. That’s
awf ul good pie, honey.

CUT TGO

EXT. FARM NI GHT

Buck pulls the squad car to within a few feet of the cows and
honks the horn.

The husband wal ks down the path fromthe house toward them
Rob notices himand quickly puts his gun back in his holster.

The husband wal ks up to the cows and gently gui des them back
into the pasture, shutting the gate behind them

ROB
Eveni ng.

HUSBAND
Eveni ng.

The husband wal ks back to the farm house.

CUT TGO
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EXT. ROAD- NI GHT

Etta stands at a roadsi de pay phone. Her car idles on the
side of the road.

ETTA
Chester just got hit again.

She hangs up quickly.
CUT TO

EXT. COUNTRY RQOAD- NI GHT

Ernie tries to jamthe stop sign pole back into the ground.
The pole is taller than he is, so he has to junp up to hit
the top of the pole with a hamcmmer. He’s out of shape and
bends over wheezing after a few | eaps.

The di spatcher’s voice cones over his wal ki e-talkie.

DI SPATCHER O. S.
Guess who just got robbed?

ERNI E
Again? |I'mon it.

Ernie rips the stop sign off the pole. He drags the heel of
his shoe across the ground a couple tinmes to create an

i ndentation and jans just the stop sign into the ground. The
pole remains lying on the ground. He surveils his handy

wor K.

ERNI E (cont’ d)
(To hinsel f)
Well, at least the mdgets wll
st op.

CUT TGO

I NT. LI QUOR STORE- NI GHT

Chester sits tied to the swivel chair in the back room He
swivels to face the desk, |eans over and grabs the open beer
bottle with his nouth. He throws his head back, takes a

| arge gul p of beer and then places the bottle back on the
desk. He swivels back to face the tel evision.

CUT TGO
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EXT. LI QUOR STORE- NI GHT
Ernie pulls his squad car in front of the |iquor store.
He saunters in the front door.

CUT TGO

I NT. LI QUOR STORE- NI GHT
Ernie picks up a bottle of wine to check the price.

ERNI E
Eveni ng, Chester.

CHESTER O. S.
I’ m back here. Could you |ock the
front door?
Bottle of wine still in hand, Ernie | ocks the door
He wal ks to the back room
ERNI E
Where do you get off charging
$39.99 for a bottle of w ne?

Ernie starts to untie Chester.

CHESTER
If you d stop that fella from
robbing ne, I wouldn't have to

raise nmy prices. That's the good
stuff anyway, it’s French.

ERNI E
At | east they' re good at w ne.

Ernie’s head bl ocks Chester’s view of the TV. Ernie peers
around it.

CHESTER
Move your head a little.

Ernie turns to ook at the TV.

ERNI E
What the hell are you watchi ng?
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CHESTER
Peopl e getting their old stuff
appr ai sed.

Erni e shoots hima di sapprovi ng | ook.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
Does it look like I chose the
channel ?

Ernie finishes untying himand Chester stands up, rubbing his
wists where the duct tape had been appli ed.

ERNI E
What did the perpetrator |ook Iike?

CHESTER
Short guy wearing a ski mask and
rai ncoat, carrying a shotgun. You
seen anybody strolling about town
tonight who fits that description?

ERNI E
No need to get pissy.

CHESTER
This is the fourth tinme, Ernie.
I’mthe only crime in town. Wat
the hell else to you have to do?

ERNI E
| left a dicey situation up the
road a spell to assist you.

CHESTER
Squirrel get hit by a car?

ERNI E
This ain’t high school anynore,
Chester. You can't talk to ne |ike
t hat .

CHESTER
You got sone fudge sauce hangi ng
of f your lower lip there, Ernie.

Ernie glares at Chester for a few nonents and then slowy
renoves the fudge sauce with his tongue.

ERNI E
| need a case of Bud.
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CHESTER
You don’t drink Bud.
ERNI E
Well, it’s high time | started

then, isn't it?

CHESTER
You know where to find it.

ERNI E
Put it on ny tab?

Chest er nods.

ERNI E (cont’ d)
Listen, we are going to catch that
sonabitch. Starting tonorrow you
got yourself round the clock
surveillance. How does that sound?

CHESTER
I’d like to believe you, Ernie, |
real ly woul d.

CUT TGO

I NT. KI TCHEN- NI GAT

Etta, Pam and Shane sit at the kitchen table. FEtta doles
out sherbert to Shane.

ETTA
And you were a good boy to aunt
Pant?

SHANE
Yes.

ETTA
Pant?

PAM
He was an angel. Chris is asleep
upstairs.

SHANE

It’s nmelting.

ETTA
That’s just God telling you to eat
it fast, honey.
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PAM
Kyle came by for a bit while you
were out. Hope you don’t mnd.

ETTA
My house is your house, you know
that. D d you tal k about what |
suggest ed?

PAM
Shane was sitting right there.

ETTA
Shane, ears off.

Shane puts his hands over his ears.

ETTA (cont’ d)
(to Pam
See, that’s all you got to do.
(to Shane)
OCkay, ears back on, honey.

Shane keeps his hands over his ears. Etta shrugs.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Oh wel I.

Shane | ooks down longingly at his sherbert. Seeing this,
Etta shovels the sherbert into his nouth.

CUT TGO

I NT. BEDROOM NI GHT

Etta lies in bed reading a coffee table book on Antiques.
She keeps a yell ow pen tucked behind her ear and renoves it
to highlite a paragraph.

The door opens and Chester wal ks in.

ETTA
Eveni ng, honey.

CHESTER
Uh huh.

Chester renoves his clothes and drops themon the floor.
ETTA

That’s why we invested in those
hangers, sweet pea.
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CHESTER
That sonof abitch robbed ne again.
Can you believe that? Two hundred
dol | ars.

ETTA
Ch no.

She wal ks over and hugs him

CHESTER
That’s it. Tonmorrow norning I’ m
goi ng down to Jinmmy’s and buying a
gun.

ETTA
You hate guns.

CHESTER
One of these days |I'mgoing to do
somet hi ng wong and he’s going to
shoot nme, | knowit.

Chester steps back fromthe enbrace and enters the adjoining
bat hr oom

ETTA
| saw Ernie just tonight, and he
said they're going to catch him
He was sure of it.

CHESTER
Ernie. [1’'Il tell you what, a man
with no arnms and no | egs could rob
ne and barrel roll to freedom
before Ernie would ever catch him

ETTA
You’ ve heard the statistics, Ches.
A man’s nore likely to be shot with
hi s own gun than shoot soneone el se
with it. | don’t know what 1’d do
wi t hout you.

He steps out of the bathroom

CHESTER
You ever | ooked down the barrel of
arifle?

ETTA

Shot gun.
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CHESTER
What ?

ETTA
It was a shotgun.

(beat)

You told nme last time it was a
shot gun.

CHESTER
VWhatever it is, | ain’t doing it no
nore. This fella is crazed. Geat
big fella, broad shoulders. |If he
was small | could westle the gun

away fromhim You renenber that
year | westled in high school?

ETTA
No, honey. | don’t.

CHESTER
| guess not, you were with Ernie,
then. | was quick. But this fella
is just too big. | need sone

protection.
He wal ks back into the bat hroom
Etta tears up.

ETTA
You never took it this way before.

He pops his head out the bathroom door.

CHESTER
Huh?
ETTA
Gettin’ robbed. | never seen you
so twi sted up about it.
CHESTER
Etta, | don't want to die. That’'s

all.

CUT TGO



I NT. BEDROOM LATER

The lights are out. Chester lies on his back,
Etta lies on her side, her head resting on his

cl osed.
chest.

ETTA
Ches?
CHESTER
Hhm
ETTA
You still think I'"mpretty, right?
CHESTER

Pretti est wonman i n town.

ETTA
Wiy is it that a man can | ove a
woman and that ain’'t enough?

CHESTER
| don’t follow

ETTA
Take Pam

CHESTER

(nmock | ongi ngly)
Pam

She sl aps himplayfully.

ETTA
Stop it. Pamis a pretty girl.

CHESTER
Second prettiest woman in town.

ETTA
Sweet. Smart, too. She hides it
soneti nes, ‘cause that can scare a
man.

CHESTER
And?

ETTA
Kyl e goes to that cl ub.

his eyes

27.



CHESTER
What cl ub?

ETTA
Shangri -1 a.

CHESTER

He’s nore than ol d enough.

ETTA
You’ ve had your little man talks.
| see you two out in back having a
beer. He really loves her.

CHESTER
I think he does without saying it.
Those aren’t al ways easy words for
some men.

ETTA
Then why the hell is he going to a
titty bar?

CHESTER
VWhat does that have to do with
| ove?

ETTA
| don’t think it’s right a man
| oves one wonman and then runs
around wat chi ng ot her wonen get
naked.

CHESTER
That book you’ re readi ng about
antiques. Wy do you |l ove those
anti ques so nuch?

ETTA
They' re beautiful. [It’s art you
can use.

She pokes himin the chest.

ETTA (cont’ d)
They’'re a good investnent, too.

CHESTER
And you like sunsets. They nmake
you cry sonetinmes, |’'ve seen it.

And that tine we went to
Yel | owst one after we were first

married, you still talk about that.

28.
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CHESTER( cont ' d)

You renenber those nountai ns we
drove past, the G and Tetons?

ETTA
Yes.

CHESTER
Well, the first white nan that ever
saw them was French. He's the
fellow that naned them It was in
the tour guide. And he thought
t hey were just about the nost
awesone thing he’ d ever seen. You
want to guess what Teton neans in
french? It’'s atit.

ETTA
They’ re not going to nane a
nountain range the Grand Tits.

CHESTER
You can |l ook it up.

ETTA
[owill.

CHESTER

Good. And that’s how sone guys
feel when they go to titty bars.
It’s like beautiful little sunsets
as far as the eye can see.

She sits up.
ETTA
That is the stupidest thing | have
ever heard. I'mtelling you right

now, Chester MIford, you go
staring at any sunsets and you're
in for the biggest damm eclipse you
ever saw.

CUT TGO

EXT. ANTI QUE SHOP- DAY

Etta stops in front of the antique shop, |ooks both
di rections and wal ks in.

RANDY, a gaunt man in his md-30's, dusts the furniture. He
speaks in a high whine.



RANDY
Vell, if it isn't nmy favorite
custonmer. How s that Shaker chair
treating you?

ETTA
Sitting in ny kitchen as we speak.
Beautiful. Themreligious folks
sure had a way w th wood.

RANDY
I’mglad you like it.

ETTA
My husband keeps trying to sit on
it. | have to explain that it’s
not that kind of chair.

RANDY
It’s a sturdy chair.

ETTA
There’s plenty of other chairs he
can sit in. | canme back to take

anot her | ook at the table we
di scussed the ot her day.

RANDY
The bedsi de tabl e?

ETTA
The mahogany one.

RANDY
Ri ght back here.

They wal k to the back of the store.
Etta runs her fingers delicately over the wood.
ETTA
They don’t make themlike this
anynore, do they?

She lifts the price tag which hangs fromthe drawer knob.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Still $3207?

RANDY
| could let it go for three.

30.
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ETTA
Wuld it be okay if | took a closer
| ook?

RANDY
Certainly.

Etta pulls a penlight fromher purse and gets down on her
knees to check the underside of the table.

She pops her head out from under the table.
ETTA

| saw this on The Road Show. This
has never been restored?

RANDY
To the best of ny know edge, no.

ETTA
Restoration really hurts the val ue.

RANDY
Yes.

ETTA
| consider this table an
i nvest ment .

She stands up.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Do you know Chester?

RANDY
Chester?

ETTA
My husband, he owns the |iquor
store down by the Dairy Queen.

RANDY
Sur e do.

He | eans forward and | owers his voice.

RANDY (cont’ d)
I drink sonethin aw ul

ETTA
I’msorry to hear that.



RANDY
Al'l part of being, uh, different,
in a smll Texas town.

ETTA
I have a cousin who is gay.
RANDY
Everyone does.
ETTA
Anyway, |’'d rather Chester not know

about my purchases here. He's
funny about noney sonetines, him
bei ng a man.

I NT. GUN STORE- DAY

JI MWy, 38,

the proprietor wal ks Chester past a wall

JI MW
Four times? Damm. | woul d have
shot the fella the first tine.

CHESTER
I don’t want to shoot anybody,
Jimmy, | just want sonething big.
I’m | ooking for a deterrent.

JI MW
Shootin' ‘emis a deterrent. Best
deterrent there is.

CHESTER
Listen, | hate guns.

JI MW
Shane on you. Second Amendment
makes themright. Cassic
Ei ghteenth Century phraseol ogy.
Downl oaded it off the internet.
Made phot ocopi es.

32.

CUT TGO

of guns.

He lifts a nmulti-colored sheath of papers from under the

count er.

JI MW (cont’ d)
Want one?
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CHESTER
"1l take your word for it.

JI MwY
You sure? |It’s good readin’ .

CHESTER
Nah, | got a book going right now.

JI MW
Suit yourself. So you're |ooking
for a deterrent? Hmm

He | ooks at the guns on the wall behind him He renoves a
shotgun and puts it on the counter.

JI MW (cont’ d)
12 gauge shotgun. Punp action.
Once they hear the shell enter the
chanber, they' re out the door.

Chester picks up the shotgun awkwardly.

JI MW (cont’ d)
You ever fire a gun before?

CHESTER
Can’t say as | have.

Jimy wal ks to the front door, locks it, and flips the OPEN
sign to CLOSED.

He wal ks back behind the counter, grabs a box of shells and
heads to the back door.

JI MW
Fol | ow ne.

Chester puts the shotgun down and wal ks toward Ji mvy.

Ji mry hol ds up the box of shells, and notions his head toward
t he shot gun.

JI MW (cont’ d)
These aren’t nmuch good w t hout
t hat .
Chester wal ks back and grabs the shot gun.

CUT TGO
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EXT. GUN STORE BACKYARD- DAY

There are THREE TARCETS | ocated directly in front of the
adj oi ni ng house. One depicts a deer, another a heavy set
man, another depicts Jinmmy. The deer target and the fat man
target are riddled with holes. The Jinmy target is pristine.

JI MwY
Okay, you open the gun like so.

He opens the shotgun.

JI MW (cont’ d)
Pl ace the shells, one each, here
and here. And snap it shut. Then.

He punps the shotgun

JI MW (cont’ d)
That puts ‘“emin the chanber.

He hands the shotgun to Chester.

JI MW (cont’ d)
Now all you got to do is aimand
shoot .

Chester takes aimat the deer target.

JI MW (cont’ d)
Whoa, whoa. Wsat are you doi ng?

CHESTER
Ai m ng.

JI MW
When was the last tine a deer
knocked over a liquor store? A m
for the fat guy. Aimfor the
m ddl e of his body, that gives you
plenty of margin for error,
‘specially with a 12 gauge.

CHESTER
You got any of those cool yellow
gl asses?

JI Mwy

Yel | ow gl asses?
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CHESTER
Yeah, on TV, all the fellows at the
shooti ng range al ways have cool
yel | ow gl asses.

JI MwY
Does this robber of yours wear cool
yel | ow gl asses?

CHESTER
No.

JI MW
Then you probably don’t need them

Chester takes aimat the large target and fires. The
buckshot m sses the large target and hits the Jimy target
dead on.

Jimy wal ks to the target and places his finger in one of the
hol es.

JI MW (cont’ d)
Shit, Ches. You killed ne.

He wal ks back and takes the shotgun from Chester.

JI MW (cont’ d)
That’ s what’s known as a point of
reference. Nobody shoots the Ji my
target. I'mafraid | cannot in
good consci ence sell you a firearm

CUT TGO

I NT. HOUSE- DAY

Chester walks in the front door. He inmediately notices the
anti que mahogany table Etta bought in the entrance hall.

CHESTER
Honey?

Etta wal ks out of the kitchen.

ETTA
H dear.

CHESTER
VWhat’'s this?



ETTA
Anti que mahogany table. It’s a
bedsi de table, but it |ooked so
nice here. Isn't it something?

CHESTER
VWhere’'d it cone fronf

ETTA
Uncl e Jeffrey.

CHESTER
Pr esent ?

ETTA
(cheery)
No, he di ed.

CHESTER
VWi ch one was uncle Jeffrey?

ETTA
You net himat the reunion | ast
sunmer .

CHESTER
Don’t think I did.

ETTA
Sure you did, he Iiked you.

She | ooks down at the table.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Isn’t it sonething?

CHESTER
You don’t seemtoo broken up about
it.

ETTA
‘bout what ?

CHESTER
Jeffrey.

ETTA

Aw, he’ d been sick for years. DMdre
of a relief than anything el se.

CHESTER
Cancer ?
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Etta thinks about it for a nonent.

ETTA
Sur e.

CUT TGO

I NT. KI TCHEN- DAY

CHESTER
| feel guilty. Al these relatives
of yours keep dying and giving us
this antique furniture and | can't
even be bothered to renenber them

Etta puts a bow of soup and a grilled cheese sandwi ch in
front of him

ETTA
Don’t you worry about it none. |
got a big famly, when you got a
big famly, a lot of people die. |1
cut up sone tomato for your

sandwi ch, | know you |ike that.
He sm | es.
CHESTER
I went by Jimy’s today.
ETTA
Oh, Chester. No.
CHESTER
VWll, you' re not the one in the

store with the shotgun stuck in
your face, are you?

ETTA
What did you get?

CHESTER
| tried to buy a shotgun, but I
shot Jimry so he wouldn't sell it
to ne.

ETTA
You di d what ?



CHESTER
Not the real Jinmy. He s got
targets in the backyard, and one of
themis supposed to be him That's
t he one you’'re not supposed to
shoot and | damm near blew its head
of f.

ETTA
I"’mglad to hear that. Some people
weren’'t meant to own guns.

CHESTER
You hunted all through your
chil dhood. You could teach ne.

ETTA
Eat your sandw ch.

CHESTER
Etta...

ETTA

We have three children, Ches, and
they need a father. Far as |I'm
concerned it’s not entirely a bad

t hing that noney got stolen, cause
you always just end up frittin’ it
away on sone get rich quick schene.

CHESTER
Have those children ever wanted for
anyt hi ng?

ETTA
They have not. You are an
excel l ent provider. But what about
the future? Do you ever think we
m ght need noney down the road for
when the kids go to college? W
don’t save any noney. W always
tal k about it, but then it’s gone.

CHESTER
It’s no picnic maki ng ends neet.
ETTA
You’ ve been robbed, what, four
times now? We're still gettin’ by
wi t hout that noney. |If we had that

noney, we could invest it in
sonet hi ng.

38.
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CHESTER
But we don’t have that noney.

ETTA
Don’t you see, we don't need to
spend as nmuch as we do. The five
hundred sonme odd dollars that fella
stol e, we would have spent it,
i nstead of saved.

She turns and sponges off the counter top.

CHESTER
Etta?
ETTA
Hm?
CHESTER
How d you know it was five hundred?
ETTA
You told ne when you cane hone.
CHESTER
No, | said two hundred. | renenber
‘cause | didn't want to upset you.
ETTA
(beat)

You said five hundred, Ches.
Fi ni sh your sandw ch

CUT TGO

I NT. LI QUOR STORE- DAY
Chester sits behind the counter readi ng a newspaper.

Ernie stands a few feet away fromhim his arnms fol ded over
his chest. An awkward silences fills the store, broken only
by the sound of Chester turning the pages.

CHESTER
You do know this fella only shows
up at night?

Erni e nods. Chester shrugs and continues to read the paper.
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CHESTER (cont’ d)
| guess | kinda figured you d be
conducting your surveillance in a
nore di screet fashion.

ERNI E
D d you?

CHESTER
Yes.

ERNI E

And | guess | kinda thought you
m ght be a little nore grateful

CHESTER

ERNI E
You don’t sound it.

A CUSTOVER wal ks in, setting off a buzzer. Ernie whips
around to stare at him The custoner hesitates before

wal king to the refrigerator, grabbing a twelve pack of beer
and taking it to the counter.

Ernie follows his every nove |ike a hawk.

ERNI E (cont’ d)
That' Il be $9.70.

The custonmer hands hima twenty.
ERNI E (cont’ d)
(to customer)
You over 217

CUSTOMVER
" m 46.

ERNI E
Carry on.

Chester glares at Ernie as he hands the custoner his change.

CUT TGO

I NT. DI NER- DAY

Jimy and Randy sit in a booth.
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JI MW
| can’t believe you painted that
bat hroom wi t hout ever asking ne
what | thought.

RANDY
I wanted a frickin blue bathroom
okay? No wal | paper. None of that
crap. Just a blue bathroomlike
regul ar peopl e have.

Two boot hs away, Chester and Kyl e eat |unch.

KYLE
Who’'s minding the store?
CHESTER
Erni e.
KYLE
Think that’s wi se?
CHESTER
Not really. A man’s got to eat,

t hough.
CUT TO

LI QUOR STORE- DAY

Erni e stands behind the counter. A MAN wal ks through the
front door, setting off the buzzer.

ERNI E
(accusatory)
Can | help you?

MAN

Just getting sone beer.
ERNI E

Wy ?
MAN

Wiy am | getting beer?

ERNI E
You heard ne.

VAN
Same reason everyone el se does, |
suppose.
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The man renoves a six-pack fromthe refrigerator

ERNI E
You' re not from around here.

MAN
Does that matter?

ERNI E
"1l ask the questions.

MAN
Is it always this tough to buy a
beer around these parts?

ERNI E
You tell ne.

The man puts the beer back in the refrigerator.

MAN
Forget it.

The man starts to wal k out the door.

ERNI E
Get back here.

The man stops at the door.

VAN
VWhat ?

ERNI E
| said get back here.

The man wal ks back to the counter.

ERNI E (cont’ d)
You want ed beer, get your beer.

MAN
I wanted beer until you turned out
to be a total whack job, now | want
to | eave.

Ernie wal ks over to the refrigerator, retrieves the six pack,
places it on the counter and rings it up.

ERNI E
That’ || be $4.69.



VAN
You can’t make ne buy that.
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Ernie pulls his badge fromhis pocket and slans it on the

count er.
The man | ooks at it.

MAN (cont’ d)
So?

ERNI E
$4. 69.

He puts the six-pack in a paper bag.

MAN
| don't want it.

ERNI E
$4. 69.

MAN
No.

I NT. DI NER- DAY
Kyl e and Chester eat their |unch.

KYLE
How about a guard dog?

CHESTER
Hadn’t thought about it?

KYLE
| got a friend who's a breeder over
in Mason. | helped build the
kennel , so he owes ne one.

CHESTER
Let ne think it over.

KYLE
No hurry.

Pam the waitress, wal ks over.

KYLE (cont’ d)
Hey, beautiful.

CUT TGO



She straddl es Kyl e.

PAM
Can | get you anything for dessert?

She gives hima |ong, deep kiss.

KYLE
That depends, what do you have?

PAM
War m appl e pie.

She ki sses his cheek.

PAM (cont’ d)
Chocol at e cake.

She ki sses hi s neck.

PAM (cont’ d)
Fruit cup

She ki sses his chest.

CHESTER O S.
For the love of God, get the fruit
cup, Kyl e.

Pam s eyes never |eave Kyl e.

PAM
He doesn’t have to get the fruit
cup, Ches.

She ki sses his stomach.

PAM (cont’ d)
Sher bert.

Kyl e grabs her by the shoulders and lifts her up.

KYLE
| better have the sherbert.

PAM
You're sure?

KYLE
Yeah.

She stands up and snoot hs out her apron.



She wal ks

CHESTER

You nust make a killing in tips.
PAM

Shut up, Ches. Usual ?
CHESTER

Pl ease.

away.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
(to Kyle)
Just so you know, Etta’s decided
she doesn’t want you visiting The
Shangri -1 a anynore.

KYLE
(1 aughs)
Etta's deci ded?

CHESTER
| don’t know why you’re | aughing.

KYLE
No of fense, Ches, but where does
she get off telling me what | can
and can't do?

CHESTER
Etta gets off telling anybody,
anything. You know that as well as
| do.

KYLE
You, ny friend, are whipped.

CHESTER
I"'mrealistic. This isn't a battle
you can w n.

KYLE
"1l take my chances, thank you
very nmuch.

CHESTER
Suit yoursel f.

45.

CUT TGO
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EXT. LI QUOR STORE- DAY

Chester wal ks down the street toward the |iquor store. He
sees the customer Ernie harassed wal king out the door with a
smal | package under his arm The man turns back toward the
door and raises his mddle finger in defiance and then starts
runni ng down the street. Monents |ater Ernie bursts out the
door and races after him

CUT TGO

EXT. DOG BREEDER S HOUSE- DAY

A di |l api dated one story house with half the paint chipped
off. A CHORUS OF BARKING DOGS fills the air froma makeshift
kennel in the backyard.

JESSE, the Dog Breeder, stands with his hands jamed in his
pockets. Hi s eyes are bloodshot, his hands shake.

JESSE
You need to know one thing; al
sales are final. Don’t worry, none

of the dogs are broken or nothing,
but I'"mgetting out of this

busi ness and the last thing | need
is people bringing one of ‘em back

on ne.
KYLE

Wiy are you getting out of it?
JESSE

‘Cause | haven't slept in two

years. ‘Cause every tine one of

t hem barks, they all gotta bark,
and when you have 20 of ‘em one of
‘“em always finds a reason to bark.
You read Poe?

CHESTER
l"msorry?

JESSE
Edgar Allen Poe. You every read
his stuff?

CHESTER
I n school
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JESSE
The Tell Tale Heart, you know t hat
one? Fella kills sonmeone and
buri es hi munder his floorboards
and the sound of the dead fellas
heart drives the fella who kilt him

crazy.
CHESTER

Yeabh.
JESSE

Vell, | could deal with that. I

really could. That would be a walk
in the fucking park conpared to
this. Do you know |’ ve spent the

| ast three nonths sleeping in a
tent a mle dowm the road?

CHESTER
| didn’t know t hat.

JESSE
Can't even sleep in ny own house.
That’s not right. Dead fella under
your floorboards with his heart
poundi ng, you buy earplugs. Big
deal .

CHESTER
Ri ght .

JESSE
It would start to stink, though.
Story doesn’t nention that.
Awkwar d si |l ence.

CHESTER
No, | don’t think it does.

CUT TGO

I NT. KI TCHEN- DAY

Etta and Pamsit at the table. Etta conbs Shane’'s hair as he
stands in front of her.

SHANE
Can | get an earring?



ETTA
Can you get a what?

SHANE
Doug’s mom | et him get an earring.

ETTA
Wiy woul d you want an earring?
Grls wear earrings.

SHANE
Doug’s not a girl and he has one.
ETTA
"1l tell you what, when you’'re 30,
if you still want an earring you
can get one, how s that?
SHANE
30? That’'s forever.
ETTA
I"mal nost 30, darling. Do I | ook

i ke forever to you?
Shane says not hi ng.

ETTA (cont’ d)
The proper answer is no, honey.
Wien a wonman tal ks about her age
she’s | ooking for a conplinent.

SHANE
I don’t know what 30 | ooks like.

ETTA
Men never do. You all know 20
pretty good, but 30, that’s a
mystery. You can go over to Doug’s
now, but if his nother cones at you
with an earring | want you to run

i ke hell, you hear?
SHANE
Heck.
ETTA
Right. Heck

She ki sses himon the forehead and he | eaves.



ETTA (cont’ d)
(to Pam
| need to tell you sonething. It’s
been eating ne up inside and you're
the only person | can trust.

PAM
VWat is it, Etta?
ETTA
I’mgoing to hell.
PAM
You cheated on Chester?
ETTA
| could never do that. | would

never do anything to hurt him you
know t hat .

PAM
VWhat t hen?

ETTA
I’ mthe person who' s been robbing
hi m

PAM
I know.
ETTA
What ?
PAM
Vell, | didn't know, but | was
starting to suspect.
ETTA
How?
PAM
Wl |, you' ve been fancying up the

house the | ast year or so and you
don’t have your own nobney, °‘cause
you st opped wor ki ng when Shane was
born. Chester, God bless him
can’t save a dinme. |If he’ s not

| osing at his weekly gane of poker,
he’ s destroyi ng some conpany by
investing init. You told ne
yourself he invested in three | ocal
busi nesses | ast year.
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ETTA
They all went belly up within six
nont hs.

PAM
Just like death walking in the
door. So knowing all that | was
wondering how you got all this nice
furniture and Kyl e nentioned that
Chester had told himyour relatives
have been dropping like flies.
Only thing is, that nakes them ny
rel atives, too, and |’ ve never even
heard of them You' re making up
dead fol ks aren’t you?

Etta nods.

ETTA
Just so you know, the new table is
fromUncle Jeffrey. He had cancer

Pamretrieves a pen from her purse.
PAM

Jeffrey. Cancer. Cot it. Wat’'d
he | ook |ike?

ETTA
Hell, | don’t know. Let’s make him
fat. The chair was our cousin,

Benny.
Pam jots down the nane.

PAM
Benny. How d he die?

ETTA
Pl ague.

PAM
Pl ague?

ETTA
| pani cked. |1 was gonna say he
drowned, but then | renenbered that
Dom ni ¢ drowned. Somebody in this
famly has to know how to swim

PAM
Bureau in the bedroonf



ETTA
(shaki ng head)
That’s our famly friend, Anna.
Dominic is the antique clock.

Pam conti nues witing.

PAM
Do you have a floor plan or
sonet hi ng?

ETTA
Just those four things, so far.

PAM
So far? Etta, you can’t be
t hi nki ng of doing this again?

ETTA
| don’t know what to do. This |ast
one really shook Chester up. He's
al ways been so calm | figured it
woul dn’t hurt him | was only
doing it sock away noney that |
knew he’d end up fritting away if |
didn't get it.

PAM

You see this as a Robin Hood thing?
ETTA

Preci sely.
PAM

But all you' re doing is buying
stuff you Iike.

ETTA
Investnents. Wien it’s time for
Shane to head off to college, we
can sell the furniture. Qur old
furniture’s in the basenent. | got
this friend fromcol |l ege whose
husband is an anti que deal er and I
sent himpictures of all these
t hi ngs and he assures nme they're
all worth substantially nore than
pai d.

51.

Through the kitchen wi ndow we see Chester pull the station

wagon into the driveway.
and sl am the doors.

He and Kyl e scranble out of the car
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They stand 10 feet fromthe car, staring at the DOG which is
still inside the car and barking ferociously.

Chester starts to walk toward the car, but the barking
i ncreases and he qui ckly backs away.

Etta and Pam hear the ruckus and wal k to the back door.

CUT TGO

EXT. HOUSE- DAY

Etta and Pam stand in the kitchen doorway watchi ng Chester
and Kyl e.

ETTA
Honey, why you got a wolf in the
car?
CHESTER
It’s not a wolf. It’s a guard dog.
ETTA

We saw sonething just |ike that at
Yel | owst one and you called it a
wol f .

CHESTER
Wl ves are related to dogs. Sone
dogs look a little like a wolf.

ETTA
That | ooks exactly like a wolf.
You' re not thinking of bringing
that thing inside?

CHESTER
No. But | was hoping to get him
out of the car. | think our little

robber friend will be in for a
pretty big surprise next tine he

shows up
ETTA
You' re going to keep that at the
store?
CHESTER
(beam ng)

Yep.



53.

ETTA
So you think he' |l eat the robber
before he eats you

CHESTER
The fella who sold it to nme gave ne
a booklet with all the conmands.

ETTA
Can | see it?
CHESTER
It’s in the car.
KYLE
That was nme. Sorry.
CHESTER
| figure a couple of days in the
car, no food, he'll w nd down.

CUT TGO

I NT. MARKET- NI GHT

Etta pushes a cart down the aisle. Chris sits in the cart.
Shane wal ks al ongsi de.

She hands her marketing |list to Shane.

ETTA
What does that say?
SHANE
Br ead.
ETTA

Actually it says beans, but you
were awful close. And we do need
bread. How d you know t hat ?

Shane sm | es.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Wiy don’t you go get nomma a | oaf
of bread.

SHANE
VWi te bread?
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ETTA
No, real bread, Shane darling.
Don’t get the kind you can ball up
in your fist and it snaps back to
its original shape. That stuff is
full of chem cals.

SHANE
VWhat are chem cal s?

ETTA
You know that janitor at your
school ? The one who spends every
day washi ng the sane w ndows.

SHANE

M. Perkins?
ETTA

Yeah. He's full of chem cals, too.
SHANE

Oh.
ETTA

Exactly.
SHANE

Because he eats white bread?
ETTA

Anong ot her things. Now you run

al ong.
Shane runs off to get the bread.

CUT TGO

I NT. MARKET- LATER

Etta stands at the checkout counter. JERRY SI MMONS, 68,
rings up her groceries. He slowy draws each item across the
scanner. Hi s eyes never |eave Etta as he does so. His glare
is disarmng, but she ignores it conpletely.

SHANE
(to Etta)
Wiy is he |l ooking at you like that?

ETTA
You' d have to ask himthat.
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SHANE
Wiy do you | ook at ny nomlike
t hat ?
JERRY
Your npther is an awful handsone
woman.
ETTA

This is just M. Simons way of
offering a conplinent. Staring
like this. You can do that sort of
t hi ng when you charge | ess than al
the other markets in the area. O
course, if he didn’t charge |ess,
this sort of behavior m ght be
consi dered inappropriate. 1Isn't
that right, M. Simmobns?

JERRY
(still staring)
Awf ul handsone.

CUT TGO

EXT. MARKET- NI GHT

Etta and Shane wal k toward the car in the parking lot. Jerry
pushes her shopping cart a few steps behind, his eyes never

| eaving Etta. Distracted, he slans the cart into a parked
car. Etta turns to | ook

ETTA
Maybe you shoul d | eave a note.

JERRY
What ever you say, Etta.

Across the street Shane exits his truck and wal ks into the
Shangri-la with two friends. Shane spots him

SHANE
Look, it’s uncle Kyle.

JERRY
I didn’t know your sister got
married?

ETTA
She didn't. She figures if the
kids start calling himthat maybe
he’ Il finally take the hint.



56.

SHANE

(yel l'ing)
Uncl e Ky. ..

Etta puts her hand over Shane’ s nout h.

ETTA
There’s no need to bother Uncle
Kyl e when he’ s doi ng sonet hing he
knows he shoul dn’t be doi ng.

JERRY
Ah, there’s nothing wong with a
little harm ess fun.

ETTA
I’m ol ding a young nan here, M.
Simons. Pl ease do not contradict
nme m d- nol d.

CUT TGO

I NT. KI TCHEN- NI GHT
Etta and Pam put away the groceri es.

PAM
Must be nice to get all your
groceries half-price just because a
filthy old man thinks you' re
pretty.

ETTA
Not pretty. Awful handsone. |
think that’s better than pretty.
Anyway, a little fantasizing never
hurt anybody and it certainly hel ps
where the little fellas are
i nvol ved.

She renpoves a coffee tin froma cupboard and places a twenty
dollar bill inside.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Anot her col | ege textbook for Shane.

PAM
I wish you d keep that in a bank.



ETTA

You know, you weren't old enough at
the time to appreciate it, but when
t hat Savi ngs and Loan went under,
nom and dad only got back pennies
on the dollar. Doesn’t nake sense
to have soneone el se nessing with
your noney.

PAM
And what if you were robbed?

ETTA
I’mthe only crime in towmn and al
| dois rob Peter to pay Paul.
That’s a crine in nane only.
Anyway, people in this town know
better than to cross ne.

PAM
There's a Paul Newran novie on in
20 mnutes, you mind if I watch it
her e?

ETTA
| don't think that’s a healthy
obsession. The man’s 75 years ol d.

PAM
Not in this npbvie he's not. But ch
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid.

ETTA
Robert Redford?

PAM
Uh- huh.

ETTA

"1l make the popcorn.

PAM
And why is it okay for you to have
a crush and not ne.

ETTA
Because | got a ring, and that
means sonething. Robert is nothing
but a diversion for me on those
ni ghts Chester works late. You're
si ngl e.
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ETTA(cont ' d)

You start obsessing about a man,
and how am 1l to know you won't show
up on his doorstep one day wearing
not hi ng but a bow?

PAM
I mght not have the ring yet, but
| got soneone, too. Just so
happens he’s at the novies tonight.

ETTA
Kyle’'s at the novies?
PAM
He is.
ETTA
He told you that?
PAM
O course, silly. Wy?
ETTA
No reason
(beat)
You know, | left sonmething at the

store. Could you nmake the popcorn?
I won’t be | ong.

CUT TGO

EXT. SHANGRI - LA- NI GHT

Etta pulls her car into the Shangri-la parking lot. She
| eaves the lights on and engi ne running and wal ks toward
Kyl e’ s truck

She renpves a pocket knife from her purse and stabs Kyle’'s
front left tire. As it deflates, she walks to his back |eft
tire and stabs it, as well.

CUT TGO

I NT. POLI CE CAR-NI GHT

Buck and Rob drive past the parking |lot as Etta stabs the
Kyle’'s tires. They only see her from behind.

BUCK
VWhat the hell ?
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They turn on the siren and pull into the parking lot. Buck
steps out of the car.

BUCK (cont’ d)
(to Etta)
Now, just what in the hell do you
t hi nk you’ re doi ng?

Etta turns to look at him Buck stiffens.
BUCK (cont’ d)
Ch hello, Etta, didn't know it was
you.

ETTA
Can't tal k, Buck. Busy.

She turns back to the tire.

BUCK
W'll talk later.

Buck clinbs back into the patrol car.

ROB
You' re just gonna | et her keep
doi ng that?

BUCK

That’s Etta MIford. Wen you’ ve
lived here a little while |onger,

you’ | I under st and.
ROB
Under st and what ?
BUCK
That she is a very determ ned
i ndi vi dual .
ROB
Shit, you re scared of her.
BUCK
Not scared. Respectful. There's

just some people in this life you
want to stay on the right side of
and Etta’s all of “em If she's

sl ashing soneone’s tire, she' s got
a reason and that’s good enough for
ne.
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Etta drives out of the parking lot. As she passes the patrol
car she honks and waves.

CUT TGO

EXT. GAS STATI ON- DAY

Etta fills her gas tank. A few yards away a MECHAN C changes
the flat tires on Kyle's truck. Kyle stands a few feet from
t he truck.

Etta returns the nozzle to the punp and wal ks over to Kyl e.

ETTA
Howdy .

Kyl e | ooks at his boots as he tal ks.
KYLE

Those tires barely had a thousand
mles on them Dam near brand

new.
ETTA

And they’ re the big ones, too.
KYLE

Yep.
ETTA

How was t he novie?
Flustered, Kyle starts to light a cigarette.

MECHANI C O. S.
You're in a gas station, asshole.

Kyl e i mmedi ately jabs the cigarette out on his truck.

KYLE
(To Mechani c)
Sorry.
(To Etta)
What gives you the right?

ETTA
| don’t know what you’'re talking
about .
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KYLE
I don’t make nmuch. This truck and
your sister are the only two things
I got worth a damm in this world.
And now t he noney | was gonna spend
on her | got to spend on this. Did
t hat ever even occur to you?

ETTA
Do you really think it’s the noney
she cares about ?

KYLE
Have you checked the price of
engagenent rings recently?

ETTA
She just wants to know that you
care enough about her not to do
t hi ngs you know woul d hurt her.
Hel |, she wouldn’t care if you gave
her a ring made out of wax.

KYLE
But | do, Etta. | do.

CUT TGO

I NT. LI QUOR STORE- DAY

Chester sits behind the counter. The guard dog is |eashed to
a poll ten feet fromthe counter. A CUSTOMER wal ks in. The
dog barks ferociously and |lunges at the custoner. The
custoners hesitates.

Chester points at a YELLON DOTTED TAPE LINE on the fl oor

CHESTER
Al'l you gotta do is follow that
ine and he can’t reach you.

CUSTOVER
You're sure?

CHESTER
| do it every day.

The custoner wal ks along the yellow line. The guard dog
l unges at him comng up a foot short.

CUSTOVER
How s busi ness?
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CHESTER
It’'s been better.

CUSTOVER
Can’ t i magi ne why?

CHESTER
Peopl e are getting used to him
He’s a |l ot better than he was.

The custoner places a bottle of wine on the counter. The dog
continues to bark and | unge.

CUSTOMVER
He got a nane?

CHESTER
|’ve just taken to calling him shut
the fuck up. Try it.

CUSTOVER
(to dog)
Shut the fuck up

CHESTER
Ki nda therapeutic, isn't it?

CUT TGO

EXT. BASEBALL FI ELD- DAY

Shane stands at the plate in a Little League Basebal | gane.
Chester |eans against a chain link fence along the first base
i ne watching him

CHESTER
Cone on, Shane, what do you say?

Shane swings and misses at a pitch.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
No worries, no worries, buddy.

Ji my wal ks up and stands next to Chester.

JI MW
How s Di Maggi o doin’ ?

CHESTER
Poor little guy inherited his
father’s talent.



63.

The pitcher bl ows another pitch past Shane.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
Don’t worry none, buddy. Not your
pitch, not your pitch

The pitcher throws again. Shane hits a weak pop up that the
first baseman handl es easily for an out.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
At t away, buddy.

Shane sports an ear to ear grin as he jogs back to the

dugout. He | ooks over at Chester who gives hima thunbs up.
It’s the third out of the inning. A teanmate takes Shane’s
hel met and hands himhis glove. He jogs out to second base.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
That’ s ny boy.

JI MW
Must be ni ce.
CHESTER
VWhat’'s that?
JI MW
Ki ds.
CHESTER
Vell, let’'s see. He tried to set

his bed on a fire a couple nonths
back, so he wouldn’t have to nake
it anynore, and | still can’t find
that Troy A kman aut ogr aphed
football Etta gave ne for Christnas
| ast year, but all things
considered it is nice.

He notices Jimmy’s distant | ook.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
Hel | Jimmy, you' re young. [It’1]
happen for you. Right wonman just
hasn’t cone along yet, that’s all.
I nmean if | can find soneone |ike
Etta...

JI Mwy
She’ s a good woman.
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CHESTER
Yes, she is. She’'d do anything for
t hat boy out there.

The batter hits a ground ball to Shane at second base. Shane
fields it cleanly and throws the ball so far over the first
baseman’s head that it clears the chain |link fence Chester is
| eani ng against and rolls toward the parking lot. Chester
turns to watch it.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
Boy, he has a strong arm Didn't
get that from ne.

CUT TGO

EXT. BASEBALL FlI ELD PARKI NG LOT- DAY

The other children and parents clinb into their cars.
Chester stands on the adjacent grass throwing ground balls to
Shane.

CHESTER
You sure you don’t want that
cheesebur ger?

SHANE
Just a few nore

Jimmy stops his truck a few feet away.

JI MwY
Say Ches, any chance of you com ng
by the house to help nme nove a
couple things? WwWn't take but five
m nut es.

CHESTER
Hour from now wor k?

JI MW
Per f ect.

CUT TGO
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EXT. JI MW S HOUSE- DAY

Chester heads up the wal kway to the front door. An odd
conbi nati on of gun nmenorabilia and flowers adorn the front.
He rings the doorbell.

CUT TGO

I NT. JI MW S HOUSE- DAY

Ji my opens the door. Chester steps in. The living roomis
i mmacul ate. Antique furniture, chintz and fl owers
ever ywher e.

CHESTER
This is very nice.

JI MW
(resigned)
If you like this sort of thing.
You ever get along real well with
sonmebody, but think their taste in
everyt hi ng sucks?

CUT TGO

| NT. BASEMENT- DAY

A 6 foot tall wooden crate sits on the floor. Jimmy taps it
proudly.

JI MW
We just need to carry this out
back.

CHESTER
VWat is it?

JI MW
Li fe-sized statue of Charlton
Heston. Mbses hinself. If the

Jews had had guns it wouldn’t have
taken them 40 years to get out of
Egypt, 1’1l tell you that.

Chester peers over at a WORKBENCH in the corner. A table
sits onit. Various cans of chemcals are scattered about.

CHESTER
| didn’t know you made furniture?
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JI MW

| don’t. That would be Randy.
CHESTER

The anti que store?
JI MW

One and the sane.
CHESTER

VWat’'s with all the chem cal s?
JI MW

You' || have ask himthat.
CHESTER

He doesn’t..
Jimy raises his eyebrows.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
Real | y?

JI MW
Can’t say as | think it’s right,
but the way he sees it people are
nore interested in having sonething
beauti ful than sonmething old. This
i s between you and ne.

CHESTER
O course. Randy. Wo woul d have
t hought it?

CUT TGO

EXT. JI MW S HOUSE- DAY

Jimy and Chester stand in the backyard staring at the
STATUE. The statue depicts Charlton Heston | ooking defiant
in his Planet of the Apes outfit with a slingshot in his
hand.

JI MW
This isn’'t Mbses.

CHESTER
No. Pl anet of the Apes, | think.

Ji my gazes despondently around the garden.



JI MwY
This doesn’t go with the garden at
all. 1 was going to have a couple

ponds put in. Make it |ook like he
was partin the Red Sea. Now
that’s all shot to shit.

EXT. PARK- DAY

A TOWN BARBECUE. Ernie, Chester, Etta, their kids,
Kyl e, Randy and Jimmy are all present.

67.

CUT TGO

Pam

Etta and Pam sit on a bl anket eating barbecue chicken. The

kids play with a ball a few yards away.

ETTA
I think it’s imm nent.

PAM
I's there sonething you know t hat
you aren’t telling ne?

ETTA
No, it’s just a feeling | got. But
you know ny feelings. | should

have been a swam or sonet hing.
Get nyself one of those 1-900
fortune telling |ines.

Etta rubs her hands over an imaginary crystal ball.

ETTA (cont’ d)
The man of your dreans wi |l propose
to you very soon

PAM
This reading is a freebie, right?

ETTA
Wuld | charge ny little sister?

PAM
He sure does take his sweet tine,
"1l say that nuch.

CUT TGO



68.

EXT. PARK- LATER

Randy | eans against a tree talking to Ernie. Randy’s voice
is not thin and affected as it was at the antique store, but
deep and forceful. He glances over at Jimmy.

RANDY
WIl you look at hin? Always with
t he guns and guy stuff. M. Macho.
"1l tell you one thing, around the
house he’s a total queen. Makes
peopl e believe I’mthe one who's
covering everything in chintz and
| ace.

ERNI E
You' re not?

RANDY
Hel | no. Sonebody has to be the
man in the relationship.

ERNI E
Your voice is different today. You
got a cold or sonething?

RANDY
Naw. Tell e, would you buy an
antique froma fella who sounds
like this?

ERNI E
| wouldn’t buy an antique in the
first place.

RANDY
You and everybody else in this
town. Hey, that fella over there
has a portable TV. Tine to watch
t he Cowboys.

CUT TGO

EXT. PARK- LATER

Chester sits down next to Etta. Pamplays with the children
a few yards away.

CHESTER
Looked like you girls were plotting
sonet hi ng.



ETTA
Sone nen are little freer than
others. W need to bring Kyle into
the corral is all.

CHESTER
I's that how you tal ked about ne
when we were dating?
She ki sses his cheek.

ETTA
Ches, you were born in the corral.
Kyle’s got a little nore of the
Arabian in him he likes to run.

CHESTER
Ar abi an?

ETTA
The horse, not the people.

EXT. PARK- LATER

Randy shouts at the portable television.

RANDY
That was a clip. Mke the dam
call, ref. Jesus H Christ.

Randy chuckl es as he wat ches Randy.

CHESTER

| guess sone people aren’t always
as they seem

Etta digs through an ice chest.

ETTA
VWhat’'s that, babe?

CHESTER
You know how you tal k about soneday
selling sone of that old furniture
you keep inheriting to help pay for
t he ki ds’ education?

69.

CUT TGO

| NTERCUT:
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ETTA
(absent m ndedl y)
Uh- huh?
CHESTER

Vel|l don’'t ever sell it old Randy.
He’ Il rob you blind.

ETTA
Oh, he’ s okay.

CHESTER
Makes his own anti ques.

Etta stops rooting around in the cooler.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
That’s right, | saw the evidence
plain as day. | was hel ping Ji my
nove one of those Mbses st atues,
only it turned out not to be Moses.
Rui ned the garden.

ETTA
What’ d you see?

CHESTER
Dyes, chemicals, bleach. He was
working on a table. Probably
trying to make it | ook |ike the one
you just got from Uncle Wozit.
Wio was it that died again? |
can’'t keep ‘emall straight.

ETTA
Oh hell, | don’t know. Are you
sure about this?

CHESTER
Yeah, babe. But this is between
you and nme. Don't go blabbing it
around. Jimy nentioned it in
confi dence.

ETTA
I won't tell a soul.

CUT TGO



71.

I NT. ANTI QUE STORE- NI GHT

Randy sits in his office in the rear of the store going over
paperwork. He knocks over a can of Coke on his desk.

RANDY
Danmmi t .

He wal ks out of the office toward t he bat hroom

Etta stands next to the bathroom wearing a ski mask, trench
coat, and carrying a shotgun.

RANDY (cont’ d)
(unfazed)
Eveni ng, Etta.

He di sappears into the bathroom reappears with paper towels
and wal ks back to his office.

Etta appears in the office doorway.

RANDY (cont’ d)
You do realize that coat went out
of style five years ago?

Etta points the shotgun at him Randy |eans back in his
chair and spreads his arns apart to make a bigger target.

RANDY (cont’ d)
Go ahead. But, get used to the
fact that you d never see those
children of yours again.

ETTA
I want my noney back

RANDY
Al ready spent it. Anyway, al
sales are final, you know that.
Says so ri gIMORE) t he sign outside.

ETTA
They' re fakes. How could you cheat
a woman?

RANDY

You’re no wonan, Etta. You're a
pol ecat. Running roughshod over
everyone el se so you can get what
you want. Even your husband;
sinmple, trusting Chester.



RANDY( cont ' d)
He’ s devoted to you, you know that?
Jimy tal ks about it all the tinme.
Now how shall we handl e this?

ETTA
You can give me ny noney back.

He picks up the phone.

He t hr ows

RANDY
| could call the police and Ernie
coul d head on over and | guess
you' d get visiting privileges with
your kids in prison, although I
don’t think Chester would ever want
to see you again.

his arns out to his sides.

RANDY (cont’ d)
O you could shoot nme and you’' d get
your revenge, but you wouldn't get
any noney. And there’d be an
i nvestigation, and Jimy would tell
t hem about the fake furniture, and
ultimately they’ d make the
connection that Jimry told Chester
and you were ny biggest custoner.
Erni e woul dn’t make that
connection, of course, but they'd
bring sonebody in fromthe state.
Somebody conpetent. And you'd
never see your kids again.

ETTA
You stole fromne. You stole from
ny ki ds.

RANDY
It does occur to ne that there is a
third option. Take off the mask.

Etta hesitates.

RANDY (cont’ d)
Take of f the fucki ng mask.

She renoves the ski mask.

RANDY (cont’ d)
Better. | like to see who I'm
tal king to.

He wal ks over and takes her shotgun.
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RANDY (cont’ d)
You see, you're not the only person
inthis town who likes a little bit
of control
He opens a back door and notions his head.

RANDY (cont’ d)
Let’s go.

CUT TGO

I NT. JI MW S HOUSE- NI GHT

Randy stands by the mantle. Etta sits rigid on the sofa.

RANDY
Look at this. It's like living in
a goddamm gi nger bread house.
ETTA
You have nice things. | would
think you’ d be grateful.
RANDY
It’s all Jimy’s. The store is
Jimmy’s.
He deliberately knocks a figurine off the mantle with his
finger. It crashes to the floor.

RANDY (cont’ d)
Some nmen never cone to terns with
who they really are. Jimmy’s |ike
that. So he let’s nme live here for
free and pays nme to run his shop

and all | ever have to do is
pretend that maybe soneday |’ |
care for him It’Il never happen

Thought of being with himnakes ne
sick. You, you're the same way.
You never cane to terns with who
you really are. Al your grandi ose
dreans about nice things. But

you' re trash

ETTA
I am not trash

RANDY
You're pretty trash, though. |Is
t hat your natural hair color?



ETTA
I am not trash

RANDY
Suit yourself. | do think we need
to cone to sone sort of
arrangenent .

He noves toward the sofa. She stands up and backs away.

RANDY (cont’ d)
Not hi ng permanent. Just a for the
ti me being sort of thing.

ETTA
Never .

RANDY
That’s an awmful long tine. You're
smart. You know that’s not the
ri ght answer.

The front door opens. Jimy wal ks in.

RANDY (cont’ d)

(to Ji nmy)
| thought you were at the novies?

JI MwY
(to Randy)
Proj ectioni st got drunk again.
Locked hinself in the booth and
woul dn’t start the novie.
(to Etta)
Hey, didn't expect to see you here.

ETTA
l.

RANDY
Turns out Etta’s quite an antique
fan. 1 was telling her we m ght be
able to formsone sort of business

agr eement .
Jimy’s face lights up

JI MW
Didn’t know anybody in this town
much cared for them Excepting
Randy, of course. Mst of the
busi ness i s peopl e passing through.

74.
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ETTA
Yes. | should go now. Evening,

Ji mmy.
She wal ks to the door.

RANDY
Night, Etta. Don’t you forget that
thing we tal ked about. 1’|l be in
t ouch.

CUT TGO

EXT. LI QUOR STORE- DAY

Chester pulls his car into the parking |lot and wal ks to the
liquor store. He has a cup of coffee in his hand and a
norni ng paper wedged under his arm He arrives at the door
and funbles for his keys.

He opens the front door. W hear frantic barking and then
see the dog bursting fromthe back of the store towards
Chester.

CHESTER
Oh, fuck.

Chester, still standing outside, slans the door shut. The
dog bursts through the wi ndow, shattering it, and di sappears
down the street.

CUT TGO

I NT. LI QUOR STORE- DAY

A GLASS REPAI RVAN chi ps away the glass still attached to the
door .

A SECOND GLASS REPAI RMAN st ands on the counter, installing
bul | et - proof gl ass around the counter.

A CUSTOVER stands at the counter buying a bottle of whiskey.

CUSTOMER
["1l tell you one thing, I’ mnot
going to mss that dog one bit.
It’s enough to drive a man to not
drink.

CHESTER
| certainly wouldn’t want that.
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Eddie tries to hand hima twenty, but the glass repairmn
drops a piece of bullet-proof glass right in front of himand
begins securing it in place. There is no opening in the
glass for Chester to interact with customers.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
(to glass installer)
Isn’t there supposed to be a hole
or sonet hi ng?

CUT TGO

EXT. DI NER- NI GHT

Closing tine. Pamturns out the Iight and | ocks the door
behind her. She turns the corner to find Kyle |eaning
agai nst his truck, his hands shoved in his pockets.

PAM
(surprised)
Hey!
KYLE
Hey, Pam
PAM
This is a nice surprise. | thought

you were going to bed early this
week on account of that work site
way over in Barton

KYLE
I was thinking we could take a
drive.

PAM
Sure.

I NT. TRUCK- NI GHT

Kyl e drives, |ost deep in thought. Pamcan barely stifle her
exci tement .

PAM
Were we goin’ to?

KYLE
You know ne, when | got sonething
on ny mnd | just gotta drive.
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PAM
What you got on your m nd?

KYLE
I’mgetting there.

Pam cranes her head out the window to | ook at the stars.
PAM
Vel |, you certainly picked a
beauti ful night.

CUT TGO

I NT. ETTA’ S KI TCHEN- DAY

Etta scoops ice creaminto a bow for Shane.

ETTA

What ' d you learn in school today?
SHANE

Not hi ng.
ETTA

| thought we agreed you weren’t
going to say that? W pay taxes
for that school

SHANE
VWhat are taxes?

ETTA
Government’ s way of keeping you
hunbl e.  Now what’'d you | earn?

SHANE
W're learning cursive. | don’t
like it, the “s” | ooks funny.

ETTA
| don’t think | |earned cursive
until I was nuch ol der than you

She hands himthe bow of ice cream There is folded |aundry
on every chair except the nice, supposedly antique chair. He
puts the bowl on the table and starts to nove |laundry off one
of the common chairs onto the table.



78.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Don’t put your grimy little hands
on ny fresh laundry, there’s an
open chair right there.

She notions her head toward the fake antique chair.

SHANE
But that’s the good chair.

ETTA
A chair’s a chair. Gve it atry,
I know you’' ve al ways wanted to.

The doorbell rings. She wal ks out of the kitchen toward the
front door.

ETTA (cont’ d)
(to herself)
Been seeing your cute little butt
prints on it for nonths, anyway.

She opens the front door. Pam stands on the front stoop,
fighting back tears. She steps forward, hugs Etta, and
bursts into tears.

PAM
It’'s over, Etta. He ended it.

CUT TGO

I NT. ETTA" S HOUSE- NI GHT

Etta sits on the sofa, her arms crossed, staring
absentm ndedly at the hall table she recently bought. The
television is on. She ignores it.

Chester wal ks in.

CHESTER
Hey.

He instinctively tosses his keys on the table.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
Whoa, |I'msorry.

He qui ckly picks up the keys and rubs his hand on the table.
CHESTER (cont’ d)

No dents. Gotta renenber we no
| onger got that Wal-Mart special.



ETTA

(subdued)
That’ s okay.
CHESTER
Sure is nice. | guess good taste
runs in your famly. What're you
wat chi ng?
ETTA

News .
Chester glances at the TV. A novie is on.

CHESTER
You okay?

ETTA
I"mso tired, Ches. Awully tired.

He sits on the sofa next to her.
CHESTER

Wel| then go to bed, silly. You
didn’t have to wait up for ne.

ETTA
Not that kinda tired.
CHESTER
| didn't know there was nore than
one ki nd.
ETTA
Wiy do you | ove ne?
CHESTER
What ?
ETTA
Wiy do you | ove ne?
CHESTER
I never think about why. | just
do.
ETTA

Wl |, think about why. Because I
can’t think of any good reason
ri ght now why you shoul d.

CHESTER
What’ s goi ng on?
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ETTA
Everyt hing, Chester, everything is
goi ng on.

She wal ks to a door in the hallway.

ETTA (cont’ d)
Cone on.

CUT TGO

I NT. BASEMENT- NI GHT

Etta pushes a ceiling panel back and renoves the shotgun and
pl aces it on the workbench.

CHESTER
Si nce when do you have a gun?

Etta reaches up behind the panel and renoves the trench coat
and drops it on the workbench.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
No, Etta.

She reaches up and renoves the ski nmask and tosses it to
Chester. He let’s it hit his chest and fall to the floor.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
I don’t understand.

ETTA
I’ m so sorry.

CHESTER
You?

She nods.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
| thought you |oved ne?

ETTA
I do Iove you. You'll never know
how nuch | | ove you

CHESTER

And you put ne through this? Make
me think 1’mgoing to die? Al ways
| ooki ng over my shoul der at worKk.
And you stole fromus.
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ETTA
| stole for us.

CHESTER
There’s no such thing. Wit...the
antiques. That goddamm anti que
furniture. You didn't?
She nods.
Chester storns up the basenent steps. Etta runs after him

CUT TGO

I NT. HALLWAY- LATER

Chester energes fromthe basenent door and grabs the mahogany
table. He throws it against the wall. H's keys fly across
the room The table lanp falls to the floor. The light bulb
shatters.

He turns to Etta, still standing in the doorway.
CHESTER
You stole for us? Now you stole
fromus. | loved you so nuch.

ETTA
Love...so nuch.

CHESTER
Don’t correct ne.

He grabs his keys off the floor and opens the front door.
CHESTER (cont’ d)
You al ways wanted nice things. Now
you have nice things.
Congr at ul ati ons.

He | eaves, slamm ng the door behind him Etta falls to the
floor, crying.

CUT TGO

I NT. LI QUOR STORE- DAY
Chester stocks the shelves behind the counter. Etta enters.

He opens the register.



82.
CHESTER
How nmuch do you want ?

ETTA
(subdued)
Stop it.

He pulls a wad of twenties out.

CHESTER
WIIl a hundred be enough? Two
hundr ed?

ETTA
Don’t you want to know why | told
you?

CHESTER
No Etta, | don't want to know. |

spoke to an attorney this norning.
I know better than to seek ful
custody. And | won't tell them
what you did. That can be our

awful little secret.
ETTA

It isn"t our awful little secret.
CHESTER

Good. Now | can be the town
| aughi ngst ock, too.

ETTA
Pam figured it out.

CHESTER
So Kyl e knows.

ETTA
She swore she wouldn't tell. |
bel i eve her(.MORE)

The glass installer walks into the store. Chester sweeps his
hand toward the bullet proof glass partition

CHESTER
Seens | won’'t be needing this
little nonstrosity anynore. Unless
you’ re pl anni ng anot her caper, just
for old times sake.
(to dass Installer)
"1l be in the storeroom
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CHESTER( cont ' d)

I f anybody cones in, give ne a
hol I er.

CUT TGO

EXT. STRIP CLUB-N GHT

Kyle exits the Shangri-la with an OLDER MAN. They shake
hands and part ways. Kyle walks to his pickup truck in the
parking | ot.

CUT TGO

I NT. TRUCK- NI GHT

Kyle gets into his truck and starts the engine. He glances
to his right. Etta sits in the passenger seat.

KYLE

(calm
You know, usually when you get into
your truck late at night and
there’ s soneone uninvited sitting
in the passenger seat, it freaks
you out. But you, | knew you d be
here. What horrible puni shnent do
you have planned for ne? Wat ever
it is, doit nme, because |I can't
afford to fix the truck.

Etta starts to talk, but can't find the words.

KYLE (cont’ d)
I love your sister.

ETTA
I know.
KYLE
I love her sonething scary.
ETTA
I know.
KYLE
But you forced ny hand. [|’ve

al ready been a kid once, Etta. |
can’'t always be having you telling
me what | can and can’t do. It
aint right.



ETTA
" msorry.

KYLE
I never heard you say that before.

ETTA
I never felt that way until
recently. But every day now it
seens | have nore and nore to be
sorry about.

KYLE
You're here to tell ne to take Pam
back?

ETTA
No, |I’mdone telling people what to
do. I'mhere to tell you that she

| oves you, she msses you, and I'm
going to stay the hell out of your
life.

She notions her head toward the strip club.

ETTA (cont’ d)
You can grow roots in that place,
as far as |’ m concerned.

KYLE
You know, to tell you the truth,
I’ mnot much on strip clubs nyself.
I nean, the viewis nice and
everything, but I always end up
t hi nki ng about Pam

ETTA
That’ s sweet, but you don’'t have to
try and nmake ne happy.

KYLE
I"mnot. Trust nme, making you
happy is the last thing | want to
do right now M boss likes to go
and there’s plenty of cheap | abor
round here. Can’t swing a dead cat
in this county without hitting
soneone who can swi ng a hammer or
saw wood. So when he says let’s go
to club, I go to the club. You're
not going to pop his tires are you?

84.
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ETTA
O course not.

KYLE
It’s gonna seem ki nda weird around
here wi thout you calling all the
shot s.

ETTA
Oh, I'"’mnot done quite yet. Still
have a few | oose ends. But | am
done with you.

CUT TGO

| CE CREAM PARLOR- NI GHT
Ernie eats a sundae at a booth in the corner. Etta enters.

ETTA
You're still open?

TEENAGER
Fi ve nore m nutes.

ETTA
"1l make it easy for you then;
pi nt of Raspberry sherbert. Could
| use your bathroon?

TEENAGER
The key’s on the wall.

ETTA
(to Ernie)
Wl |, fancy seeing you here.

ERNI E
You know ne and chocol at e sundaes.

ETTA
Buddies ‘til the end.

CUT TGO

I NT. BATHROOM+ NI GHT

Etta pries open the towel dispenser and renoves half the
paper towels and shoves themin the garbage pail.
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She renoves a TAPE RECORDER from her purse, turns it on, and
places it in the towel dispenser. She shuts the dispenser.

CUT TGO

EXT. GOLF DRI VI NG RANGE- DAY

Ernie hits a bucket of golf balls. Al his shots slice
dramatically to the right. Etta approaches.

ETTA
What are you shooting these days?
ERNI E
I hit the high eighties pretty
regul ar.
ETTA

Not with that swing, you re not.
You coul d never break a hundred
when we used to play.

ERNI E
| let you wn.

ETTA
No, you didn’'t.

ERNI E
Is it true what | heard about you
and Chester?

ETTA
We hit a rough stretch. But that’'s
where you' re going to help ne.

ERNI E
You and | neant sonething to each
other at one time. You ever think
about that?

ETTA
That was ten years ago. You and |
never woul d have wor ked out and you
know t hat .

ERNI E
Al I knowis that you were with ne
and then one day you were with him
He’s a good man and all, but I’'m
not going to interfere in your
spats and all things considered,
you shoul dn’t expect ne to.
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He turns away fromher and tees up a ball. Etta renoves the
tape recorder from her purse and presses play.

ERNIE' S VO CE ON TAPE
Oh god yes.

TEENAGER S VO CE
Don’t push ny head like that. It
makes nme gag.

ERNI E'S VO CE ON TAPE
Sorry. Please don’t stop

TEENAGER S VA CE
I want a case of bottles this tine.

ERNI E'S VO CE ON TAPE
Whatever. Don’t stop

TEENAGER S VO CE
You keep buying cans. Cans taste
funny.

ERNIE'S VO CE ON TAPE
[l buy you two cases, if you'l
just shut up and finish.

Etta turns off the recorder. Ernie wheels around to see if
anybody was in earshot.

ERNI E
Buyi ng al cohol for a m nor.
There’ s worse things.

ETTA
That’ s the | east of your worries.
You had her playing tonsil hockey
with your little fella there.

ERNI E
She’ s ei ght een.

ETTA
Not for two nonths. | checked.
You shoul d have, too. That's
statutory. And she’'s nore than
willing to make a statenent as |ong
as | buy her a case of beer. That
little girl does |ike her beer.
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ERNI E
Can’t | ever have anything nice
wi t hout you comi ng al ong and
screwing it up for ne?

ETTA
No. But, | do intend to make you a
hero. You think you can handl e
t hat ?

ERNI E

If you want to make ne a hero, than
why the hell do you feel the need
to blackmail nme first? 1 swear,
"1l never understand you.

ETTA
Because it was nme that was robbing
Chester.

ERNI E
What ?

ETTA

That’s going to be our little
secret, though.

ERNI E
You robbed your own husband?

ETTA
Only to keep himfromthrow ng our
noney away. That doesn’t nake it

right, | know that, now.
ERNI E
You're evil.
ETTA
I”mnot evil, Ernie. | sure as

hel | never face fucked a seventeen
year old, neither. But | can't
turn over my proverbial |eaf unti
you help ne here. And if you d
keep your right el bow in when you
swung, you might land the ball in
the fairway every now and then.

She grabs the golf club fromhim tees up a ball, and hits it
dead straight down the mddle of the driving range.
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ETTA (cont’ d)
It’s only a tough ganme, if you make
it tough. Kinda like life.

CUT TGO

I NT. MOTEL ROOM DAY

A seedy notel room A coin operated television set, and a
bed that vibrates for 5 mnutes for a quarter.

Etta sits on the edge of the bed reading a magazine. She
drops a quarter in the slot to nake the bed vibrate and tries
to read, but it bounces her around so violently that she
stands up.

A knock at the door.

Etta opens the door. Randy steps in, shutting the door
behi nd hi m

RANDY
I’mglad you finally cane to your
senses.

He tries to kiss her. She pulls away.

ETTA
It’s been a while for you, hasn't
it? You have to talk to a wonman
first.

RANDY
"’ mnot here for ronmance, Etta.
I"’mjust here to get what | got
comng. No need to talk for that.

ETTA
A worman al ways needs to tal k. |
need to get a few things right in
ny head before | do this. 1’ ve
never been with a bisexual before.
I was raised Christian.

RANDY
Who said anythi ng about bisexual ?
Il live with a fag, that’s all.
Doesn’t make ne one. It’'s a
financial arrangenent, pure and

si npl e.
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ETTA
He’ s your sugar daddy.

RANDY
Don’t make ny skin craw .

ETTA
Doesn’t sound like Jimmy to let you
cheat people the way you do.

RANDY
Jimy doesn’t let ne do anyt hing.
What ever | nmake is mne to do with
as | please.

He wal ks to the bat hroom

CUT TGO

I NT. BATHROOMW DAY

Randy urinates with the door open. Behind himis a shower
with the curtains drawn.

RANDY
You are right, it has been a while.
Al ways t hought you were the only
woman in this towm worth a second
gl ance anyway. Never dreaned you'd
fall in nmy lap the way you did.

As he speaks a HAND reaches frominside the shower toward his
head.

CUT TGO

I NT. MOTEL ROOM DAY

Etta sits on the edge of the bed, reading a magazi ne, and
i gnoring Randy’s words fromthe bat hroom

RANDY O. S.
You know I think you and | are
simlar people in a lot of ways.
We don't let the...Jesus Christ!

We hear the sounds of a struggle in the bathroom W hear
two punches and the sound of a man dropping to the fl oor.

Jimy energes fromthe bathroom holding his right fist in his
l eft hand.
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ETTA
I’msorry you had to find out |ike
this.

JI MW

It's better to hear it fromhis own
mout h. Let ne know how nuch | owe
you for that furniture.

ETTA
Jimy, | don’t want your noney.

JI MW
Oh, it ain’t ny noney.

He hol ds up a ROLEX WATCH.

JI MW (cont’ d)
This is the only thing the
sonof abitch had when I nmet him
It’s a goddamm Rol ex.

Randy appears in the bathroom doorway, his face bl oody.
Ernie holds himby the collar of his shirt. Randy points at
Etta.

RANDY
She’s the one that’s been robbing
Chester.

ERNI E
Etta, | don’t want you to rob
Chester no nore.

ETTA

(casual)

Ckay, | won't.

JI MW
(i ncredul ous)
She just admitted to it, for fuck
sake.

JI MW (cont’ d)
| didn’t hear anything.

ERNI E
Chester never filed an official
police report, did he Etta?

ETTA
He did not.
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ERNI E
| nsur ance?

ETTA
He's got fire and liability.
That’s about it.

ERNI E
Wll, | can’t build a case. No
police report, no insurance fraud.
Sounds |ike a donestic spat to ne.

RANDY
You can’t be this thick.

ERNI E
No really, I can. Wth you on the
ot her hand, | think we have some

pretty conpel ling evidence.

CUT TGO

I NT. POLI CE CAR-NI GHT
A NEWSPAPER

We see only the inside of a newspaper that Buck is reading.
He turns the pages as quickly as he can.

He | owers the newspaper, revealing Rob pointing the radar gun
at him

BUCK
How d | do?

ROB
Six mles an hour.

BUCK
Six? Ww. Top that hotshot.

He hands the paper to Rob. Rob hands himthe radar gun.
Ernie sits in the backseat.

ERNI E
So this is what you guys do?

ROB
(def ensi ve)
Sonet i nes.
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ERNI E
Can | get in on this?

ROB
Drop your ante in.

Ernie renoves a five dollar bill fromhis wallet and drops it
on the front seat.

CUT TGO

I NT. LI QUOR STORE- NI GHT

Chester watches a small black and white tel evision behind the
count er.

The front door opens. He glances up to see Etta walk in
wearing her trench coat, ski mask, and carrying her shotgun

CHESTER
(casual)
Hey, Etta. Be right with you

He picks up the tel ephone and dials a nunber.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
Yeah, It’s Chester. |’'m being
r obbed.

DI SPATCHER O. S.
"1l get Ernie on it.

CHESTER
You do that.

He hangs up.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
(to Etta)
Now what can | do for you?

ETTA

You're going to listen to ne.
CHESTER

Etta, | amso done listening to

you.
He turns back to the tel evision set.

She punps the shotgun, ains, and blows the tel evision set off
t he counter.
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CHESTER (cont’ d)
Dammit Etta, that was a playoff
gane.

CUT TGO

I NT. POLI CE CAR-NI GHT

Erni e hol ds the newspaper. Buck holds the radar gun.
ERNI E
There is no way in hell that was
only four mles an hour.

Buck shows himthe LCD read out.

BUCK
Read it and weep.

ERNI E
When was the last tine that was
cal i brated?

BUCK
Two weeks. GCot the certificate.

We hear the Police Dispatcher over Ernie’ s wal kie-talkie.

DI SPATCHER O. S.
Ernie, he hit again.

ERNI E
(into wal ki e-talkie)
I’ mthere.

ROB
Chester?

Ernie nods. Rob reaches to start the car.

ROB (cont’ d)
Let’'s do it.

Erni e places his hand on Rob’s shoul der.

ERNI E
No, this one is mne.
ROB
If he’s still in the store, you'l

need back up.
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ERNI E
Buck?
BUCK
(to Rob)
Thi s harkens back to intensity
thing we discussed earlier. |If

Ernie wants it, Ernie gets it.
Now, turn the car off.

ROB
VWhat ?

Ernie steps out of the car and strolls casually down the
street.

CUT TGO

I NT. LI QUOR STORE- NI GHT
BACK ROOM

Chester sits in the swivel chair, his arns crossed defiantly
across his chest.

Etta stands a few feet away fromhim the shotgun in her
hand.

ETTA
This is howit’'s going to work.
Every tinme you open your nouth, |I'm

going to shoot sonething. This

t hi ng was never | oaded before. But
tonight? Tonight's a different
story.

CHESTER
It is a different story, because
now | am going to press charges.

Etta wheels and takes out the small refrigerator with a
SHOTGUN BLAST. Chester immediately clams up. Silence fills
t he room

ETTA
Okay now. We're going to play
Chester, This is Your Life.

She pulls a sheath of photographs fromthe inside pocket of
her trench coat.

She hands him a picture.



She hands

She hands

She hands

She hands

ETTA (cont’ d)
This is you and nme on our first
date. Pamtook that picture when
you canme to pick ne up

hima second picture.

ETTA (cont’ d)
This is you and nme on our wedding

day. You were so nervous, | didn't

t hi nk you were going to make it

t hrough the cerenpony. But you did.

hima third picture.

ETTA (cont’ d)
This is you hol di ng Shane the day
he was born. First words out of
your nouth were that he was going

to coll ege, because you could never

afford to.
hima fourth picture.
ETTA (cont’ d)

This is the chicken farm you
i nvested one thousand dollars in

without telling ne. Only it turned

out, there weren't any chickens,
and the fell ow you gave the noney
to, didn't even own the farm

hima fifth picture.

ETTA (cont’ d)

This is the man who convi nced you
to invest five hundred dollars in
hi s perpetual notion nachine.
There is no such thing, | checked.
That was about the tinme | decided
needed to take a nore direct role
in our finances. Two weeks |later
| robbed you for the first tine.
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She pulls a stack of nmoney from her pocket and drops it on

t he desk.

ETTA (cont’ d)

Here is every dinme | ever stole for
us. Turned out | wasn’t any better

at investing than you were, but at
| east | got m ne back.
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She pulls a picture of Randy from her pocket and hands it to
Chester.

ETTA (cont’ d)
And here is the only person in this
town smart enough to figure out
that it was ne all along. Only
thing is, he wanted ne to sl eep
with himto keep his silence. But
I"d rather | ose you, and have you
hate nme for the rest of ny life,
t han know that | crossed you |like
t hat .

She hands hi mthe shot gun.

ETTA (cont’ d)
I"ve said all | have to say.
You' re the nost wonderful man |’ ve
ever nmet, Ches, but you' re an idiot
with noney. Funny thing is, turns
out | was, too.

She wal ks out of the back roominto the store. Chester
foll ows her.

Ernie stands in the front of the store checking the prices on
wi ne bottl es.

ERNI E
I’msorry, aml interrupting
sonet hi ng?

CHESTER
No Ernie, you never do. You're
supposed to in your |ine of work,
but you don’'t. W’re closed.
Coul d you pl ease | eave?

Ernie picks up a bottle of w ne.

ERNI E
Put it on ny tab?

CHESTER
The tab you never pay?

ERNI E
Yeah, that one.

Ernie leaves. Etta walks to the front door.
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CHESTER
Hey, where do you think you're
goi ng?

ETTA

Pam and Kyl e are watching the kids.

CHESTER
Then there’s no hurry, is there?

He di sappears into the back room and re-energes waving the
pil e of cash.

CHESTER (cont’ d)
I think if we put our heads
together we mght be able to find a
way to actually hold onto this.

ETTA
(hopeful)
We?
CHESTER
We. You and I. Lord knows |I'd

lose it within a nonth and you'd
probably run off and spend it on a
pi ece of driftwood you t hought was
part of Noah’s Ark. But together,
I think we m ght do okay. There’'s
a conpany |1’ ve been | ooking into.

ETTA
(stern)
Chest er.

CHESTER
A real conpany. On the Stock
Exchange and everything. Based
right here in Texas. Nane of
Enron. Have you heard of it?

ETTA
No.

CHESTER
They haven’'t been around too | ong,
but they’ re doing interesting
things with energy. Ernie told ne
about them

ETTA
Erni e?



CHESTER
Yeah.

She grabs the noney from Chester.

ETTA
Can’t we just bury it in the
backyar d?
He t hi nks about it.
CHESTER

We can do that.

THE END
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FADE QUT.



